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history  of  natural  science. 
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PREFACE. 


The  plan  of  these  Demonstrations  had  its  origin  in  the 
difficulties  I experienced  during  my  own  early  studies,  in 
associating  physical  signs  with  the  structural  changes  upon 
which  they  depend.  Difficulties  which  were  at  length 
overcome  by  making  drawings  of  the  principal  diseases 
as  specimens  occurred  in  the  pathological  theatre,  and 
attaching  to  each  a concise  statement  of  its  physical 
signs. 

Seeing,  from  year  to  year,  that  these  difficulties  are  felt 
more  or  less  by  every  student  of  medicine,  I have  been 
anxious  to  place  a similar  means  of  overcoming  them 
within  the  reach  of  all,  free  from  the  cost  of  time  and 
labour  at  which  the  advantage  was  procured  for  myself. 

My  original  drawings  were  but  roughly  made  in  the 
hurry  of  a student’s  life — they  have  therefore  been  cast 
aside,  and  their  plan,  only,  retained  in  this  work,  the  plates 
ol  which  are  taken  from  fresh  specimens  of  disease,  and 
have  been  executed  by  a skilful  and  practised  artist. 
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In  the  pages  which  treat  of  acoustics,  I have  attempted 
to  collect,  in  a simple  and  intelligent  form,  the  principles 
upon  which  the  physical  diagnosis  of  disease  within  the 
chest  is  based,  freely  illustrating  them  with  examples,  in 
order  more  closely  to  connect  the  theories  of  the  science 
with  the  practice  of  the  art.  The  succeeding  chapters  are 
principally  occupied  with  dissertations  on  the  plates,  and 
directions  for  educating  the  organs  of  sense  to  appreciate 
the  physical  signs  of  disease. 

My  endeavour  has  been  throughout  to  produce  a short, 
simple,  and  strictly  practical  work,  which  should,  if  pos- 
sible, omit  nothing  absolutely  essential  to  a fundamental 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  and  yet  contain  nothing  that 
could  safely  be  omitted.  I must  confess,  however,  that 
the  difficulties  I have  encountered  on  my  way  leave  me  no 
hope  of  having  kept  this  happy  middle  course  without 
digressions  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

When  I have  ventured  to  make  defiuite  statements  on 
subjects  fairly  open  to  discussion,  I trust  to  be  acquitted  of 
presumption,  on  the  grounds  that  these  subjects  could  not 
be  left  unnoticed,  while  the  objects  and  limits  of  my  book 
precluded  the  introduction  of  lengthy  arguments. 

I cannot  close  these  remarks  without  expressing  my  best 
thanks  to  those  friends  who  have  so  kindly  given  me  their 
assistance ; especially  are  they  due  to  Dr.  Herbert  Davies 
for  the  opportunities  of  observation  which  he  has  afforded 
me,  during  the  last  ten  years,  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  for 
Diseases  of  the  Chest ; to  Mr.  Callender,  the  accomplished 
Demonstrator  of  Pathological  Anatomy  at  St.  Bartholomew’s 
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Hospital,  for  his  help  in  selecting  specimens  for  the  plates  ; 
and  to  Mr.  Holden,  for  the  drawing  of  the  normal  position 
of  the  lungs  and  bronchial  tubes. 

I feel  also  that  my  thanks  are  due  to  the  many  authors 
whom  I have  consulted,  but  particularly  to  Dr.  Walslie, 
Dr.  J.  Hughes  Bennett,  and  Dr.  Davies,  for  the  advan- 
tages I have  derived  from  the  works  so  freely  quoted 
under  the  head  of  Terminology. 


London  ; July  3 Oth,  185S. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Simplicity  of  the  practice  of  Auscultation  and  Percussion — Examples  of  its 
application  by  labourers  and  artizans — The  difficulties  of  the  medical 
student  compared  with  those  of  the  artizan — Object  of  the  arrangement  of 
the  Plates — Acoustics  — Correlation  of  motion,  time,  number,  and  the 
properties  of  matter — Density — Elasticity — Vibration — Sonorous  vibra- 
tion— Sensibility  of  the  ear  to  appreciate  the  rate  of  vibration — Waves  of 
condensation  aud  rarefaction — Impressions  on  the  retina  and  on  the 
auditory  nerve — Experiments,  illustrating  the  distinction  between  musical 
and  unmusical  sounds — Propositions  1 to  4. 

The  practice  of  auscultation  and  percussion  is  so  simple 
and,  indeed,  so  instinctive,  that  it  has  been  employed  in 
nearly  every  department  of  life,  when  persons  have  de- 
sired to  learn  the  nature  of  sonorous  bodies  or  the 
sources  of  sounds,  of  which  the  causes  were  invisible 
at  the  time  of  inquiry.  Thus  the  farmer’s  lad  percusses 
the  ice  upon  the  frozen  pond  to  learn  where  it  lies 
firmly  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  where  it  is 
separated  by  a stratum  of  air.  The  joiner  estimates  the 
length  of  nail  he  will  require  to  reach  the  solid  joists  in  a 
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plastered  wall,  by  the  degree  of  force  with  which  he  has 
to  strike  to  elicit  dulness  on  percussion.  The  tapster 
knows  that  the  line  of  dulness  on  the  butt  corresponds 
with  the  level  of  its  fluid  contents.  These  are  but  the 
rudest  applications  of  that  division  of  auscultation,  classed 
under  the  head  of  percussion. 

In  commerce  and  the  arts,  much  nicer  distinctions  of 
sound  are  appreciated  by  the  ordinary  workmen  and 
artizans.  Thus  the  vendor  of  glass  and  china  rings  his 
wares  as  they  are  unpacked,  quickly  distinguishing  the 
cracked  articles  by  their  altered  tone.  The  money-changer 
discriminates  between  the  various  metals,  better  by  the 
ear  than  by  the  eye.  But,  perhaps,  the  completest  specimen 
of  auscultation  is  that  practised  by  watchmakers,  who,  by 
listening  to  the  tick  of  a watch,  learn  the  construction  of 
its  escapement. 

It  would  be  disgraceful  indeed  if  sources  of  information, 
so  satisfactorily  applied  to  by  the  less  educated  classes, 
were  neglected  by  the  physician.  Nor  would  it  be  less 
discreditable,  did  he  content  himself  with  the  mere  know- 
ledge of  the  sounds  and  their  practical  significance,  without 
investigating  the  theory  of  their  production,  and  the 
scientific  principles  by  which  they  are  governed.  The 
student  of  medical  auscultation  is,  however,  beset  with 
difficulties  which  never  cross  the  path  of  the  labourers  or 
artizans  of  whom  we  have  spoken ; difficulties  which  at 
once  complicate  and  elevate  the  study.  Their  occurrence 
explains  how  it  is  that  the  watchmaker’s  apprentice  can 
detect  the  nature  of  the  escapement  of  a watch,  so  much 
more  easily  and  positively  than  the  student  of  medicine 
can  arrive  at  his  diagnosis  of  disease  within  the  chest. 

The  marked  difference  between  the  positions  of  the 
two  learners  rests  upon  their  respective  capabilities  of 
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connecting  cause  and  effect,  by  actual  demonstration.  Cause 
and  effect  become  associated  in  the  mind,  more  or  less 
closely  and  indelibly,  in  proportion  as  the  senses  are  able 
to  take  cognizance  of  them  under  the  same  conditions  at 
the  same  time  • separate  them  by  a longer  interval,  they 
lose  more  of  their  relation ; surround  each  with  a different 
assemblage  of  incidental  circumstances,  and  it  becomes  a 
severe  task  to  teach  the  mind  to  regard  them,  apart  from 
these,  in  their  true  relationship. 

In  the  case  of  the  watchmaker’s  apprentice,  the  course 
is  clear  enough  ; he  listens  to  the  character  of  the  watch’s 
tick,  and  immediately  opens  the  case  and  looks  at  the 
escapement ; he  hears  the  effect  and  sees  the  cause  almost 
coetaneously.  The  medical  student,  on  the  other  hand, 
auscults  the  chest,  and  hears  a sound,  perhaps,  fine 
crepitation  /—examines  all  the  attendant  symptoms,  and 
thinks  he  has  impressed  the  sound  upon  his  mind ; but  the 
patient  probably  recovers,  and  he  does  not  see  its  cause, 
and,  watching  the  case  through  its  other  phases,  he  has 
other  sounds  to  learn,  which  partly  confuse  the  impression 
made  by  the  first.  This  may  repeatedly  occur  before 
there  is  a post-mortem  examination  of  a case  of  pneumonia, 
and  at  last  it  may  not  be  one  which  he  has  had  the 
opportunity  of  ausculting  during  life ; he  studies  the 
morbid  changes  in  the  lungs,  and  tries  to  connect  them  in 
the  mind  with  the  “ fine  crepitation”  heard  in  another 
case  ; but  the  altered  circumstances,  and  the  interval,  have 
deprived  the  sound  and  the  disease  of  tlicir  natural  asso- 
ciation, and  they  fail  to  leave  the  impression  of  cause  and 
effect.  Were  it  practicable  for  some  one  familiar  with  the 
subject  to  take  each  student  to  the  bedside,  and  say, 
“ listen  to  that  sound,  it  is  fine  crepitation  and  thence  to 
conduct  him  to  the  dead-house  and  say,  “ that  lung  is  in 
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the  first  stage  of  pneumonia,  the  disease  which  produces 
such  a sound  as  you  have  just  heard,” — could  this  he  done 
systematically  for  each  sound  of  auscultation,  the  lesson 
would  be  far  more  simple,  and  would  approach  nearer  to 
that  of  the  artizan. 

It  is  precisely  with  the  view  of  placing  the  lesson  as 
much  as  possible  in  this  position  that  the  present  work  is 
designed.  The  object  of  the  arrangement  here  adopted 
being,  that  the  eye  shall  travel  easily  and  quickly  from 
the  marginal  statement  of  the  signs  of  disease,  to  the 
corresponding  drawing  of  the  disease  itself, — from  the 
physical  effect  to  the  physical  cause, — and  thus  intimately 
connect  them  in  the  mind. 

But  before  proceeding  to  a study  of  the  plates,  it  will  be 
advisable  briefly  to  consider  the  science  of  acoustics  in  its 
application  to  auscultation  j for  it  is  always  an  advantage 
to  be  familiar  with  the  principles  upon  which  a study  is 
based,  before  proceeding  to  its  practical  details ; and 
although  the  science  of  acoustics  will  necessarily  have  been 
included  in  the  general  studies  of  a liberal  education,  the 
multiplicity  of  subjects  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
student  or  practitioner  of  medicine,  must  often  obscure  the 
recollection  of  more  elementary  learning. 

ACOUSTICS. 

To  move  noiselessly  is  a problem  the  difficulty  of  which 
is  familiar  to  us  all,  while  the  means  we  instinctively  adopt 
when  endeavouring  to  solve  it,  illustrate  in  a striking 
manner  some  of  the  first  principles  of  acoustics. 

The  cautious  tip-toe  step,  by  which  we  prevent,  to  the 
greatest  possible  extent,  the  impact  of  solid  with  solid,  the 
smooth  and  stealthy  motion  by  which  we  creep,  as  it  were, 
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between  the  molecules  of  the  atmosphere,  to  avoid  their 
friction  on  our  clothing,  or  their  own  too  rapid  oscillations, 
— these  and  similar  circumstances  have  naturally  excited 
the  mind  to  inquire  into  the  correlation  of  motion  and 
sound,  and  the  connecting  link  has  been  discovered  in  a 
relation  to  time  and  number;  the  time  occupied  by  a 
certain  number  of  motions,  determining  their  manifestation 
in  sound;  and  this  relation  between  motion,  time,  and 
number,  is  found  to  be  again  intimately  connected  with 
some  of  the  properties  of  matter  itself;  the  most  important 
of  which  are  density  and  elasticity. 

The  density  of  matter  is  measured  by  the  molecular 
mass  or  quantity  contained  in  a unit  of  volume,  whence  it 
follows  that  in  proportion  to  the  density,  the  distance 
between  the  contiguous  particles  of  matter  is  diminished. 

A body  is  said  to  be  elastic  when,  after  being  bent  in 
any  direction,  it  spontaneously  tends  to  recover  its  former 
shape,  on  the  force  which  had  altered  its  figure  being 
removed ; and,  if  this  force  of  recovery  or  restitution  is 
exactly  equal  to  the  compressing  force,  the  elasticity  is  said  to 
be  perfect.  The  gaseous  is  the  only  form  of  matter  in  which 
elasticity  exists  in  this  perfection,  but  all  bodies  whatever , 
in  the  minute  and  sudden  alterations  of  their  form,  exert  it 
in  a high  degree , and,  as  this  capability  of  compression  and 
restitution  requires  the  body  to  be  so  constituted,  that  a 
certain  number  of  its  atoms  can  be  brought,  at  least 
momentarily,  nearer  to  each  other  than  they  previously 
were,  elasticity  must  diminish  with  increase  of  density , as 
this  approaches  a degree  in  which  space  enough  no  longer 
exists  between  the  atoms  to  allow  of  their  temporary  approx- 
imation. 

To  this  property  of  elasticity  it  is  due,  that  the  consti- 
tuent atoms  of  bodies  are  able  to  recover  their  natural 
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position,  when  their  equilibrium  is  disturbed  by  any  applied 
force,  not  sufficiently  intense  to  produce  disruption ; and 
this  restoration  of  equilibrium  is  effected,  not  at  once,  but 
by  a series  of  alternating  movements,  by  which  the  atoms 
are  repeatedly  approximated  and  separated,  until  at  length 
they  attain  a state  of  rest  in  their  normal  position. 

These  motions  are  known  by  the  names  of  vibrations , 
waves,  undulations , or  oscillations,  according  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  they  are  produced  ; 
and  it  is  clear  that,  in  proportion  as  the  space  allowed  for 
this  molecular  approximation  and  separation  is  diminished, 
that  is,  in  proportion  to  density , these  alternating  movements 
must  be  restricted  in  their  extent,  and  brought  to  a close 
in  a shorter  space  of  time.  Thus  establishing  a simple 
inter-dependence  between  the  density  and  elasticity  cf 
matter,  and  that  relation  of  its  oscillations  to  time  and  num- 
ber, which  constitutes  the  link  between  motion  and  sound. 

That  matter  may  vibrate  without  producing  souud  is 
readily  learned,  by  watching  the  string  of  any  musical 
instrument,  the  vibrations  of  which  will  be  found  to 
continue  for  some  time  after  its  sound  has  ceased ; and  in 
this  simple  experiment,  it  may  also  be  observed  that  the 
rate  of  movement  is  very  different  during  the  sound  and 
during  the  silence  : — all  the  vibrations  are  isochronous,  but, 
in  the  former  case  they  arc  more  extensive,  and  their  move- 
ments so  rapid  as  to  be  scarcely  appreciable  to  the  eye ; in 
the  latter  they  become  more  and  more  restricted,  and  their 
movements  so  slow  that  they  are  plainly  seen. 

But,  although  we  may  demonstrate  that  “ when  an  elastic 
body  is  thrown  into  vibrations,  having  a certain  degree  of 
rapidity,  sound  is  produced,”  it  is  not  so  easy  to  determine 
what  is  this  certain  degree,  essential  to  the  production  of 
sound.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  some  ears  arc  capable  of 
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appreciating  vibrations  too  slow  to  convey  the  sense  of 
sound  to  others,  and  that  vibrations  too  rapid  to  be  appre- 
ciated by  some  are  by  other  ears  distinctly  recognised.  It 
is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  results  of  experiments  on 
these  minute  differences  will  always  vary.  It  has,  how- 
ever, been  ascertained  that  vibrations  occurring  at  the  rate 
of  24,000  per  second  can  be  recognised  as  sound  by  some 
delicate  ears,  and  that  a definite  musical  note  is  produced 
by  vibrations  taking  place  at  a rate  no  greater  than  1 6 per 
second.  Some  obscurity  still  exists  as  to  whether  each 
vibration,  when  performed  at  a sufficient  rate,  is  competent 
to  produce  sound,  or  whether  a certain  number  of  these  is 
essential  to  that  result ; and  a question  has  been  raised  as 
to  the  portion  of  the  vibration  of  which  the  ear  takes 
cognizance;  whether  the  impression  of- sound  is  conveyed 
by  the  wave  of  condensation  or  by  that  of  rarefaction. 
On  this  latter  point,  there  is  some  weight  of  evidence  in 
favour  of  the  view  that  the  waves  of  rarefaction  are  trans- 
mitted most  rapidly,  and  hence  reach  the  ear  the  first  and 
convey  the  impression  of  sound.  With  regard  to  the 
former  question,  it  is  believed  that  each  oscillation  or  vibra- 
tion produces  a distinct  sound,  but  that  the  impressions 
following  each  other  in  very  rapid  succession,  the  ear  can 
distinguish  nothing  but  a single  continued  and  prolonged 
note ; as  in  the  sense  of  sight,  a number  of  single  objects 
thrown  upon  the  retina  in  sufficiently  rapid  succession,  are 
appreciated  as  only  one  impression.  This  may  be  illustrated 
by  the  old  fashioned  toy,  made  by  marking  dots  upon  both 
sides  of  a piece  of  card,  and  rotating  it  rapidly  by  means 
of  strings  attached  to  the  circumference,  whereupon  the 
dots  upon  the  two  sides  of  the  card  appear  to  bo  all  before 
the  eyes  at  one  time ; or,  better  still,  by  a tce-totum 
while  spinning  rapidly,  when  the  angles  of  the  body  arc 
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lost  to  the  sight,  and  the  letters  on  the  different  sides  com- 
mingled, so  that  it  looks  like  a circular  body  surrounded  by 
a coloured  band. 

From  this  view  of  the  phenomena  of  sonorous  vibration, 
the  nature  of  the  distinction  between  musical  and  un- 
musical sounds  seems  to  flow  as  a spontaneous  conclusion 
into  the  mind — the  analogy  between  impressions  of  sound 
upon  the  auditory  nerve  which  we  cannot  see,  and  optical 
phenomena  which  we  can  see,  assists  us  not  a little  in 
understanding  the  former.  For  example,  if  we  take  a tee- 
totum before  it  is  lettered,  and  rotate  it  rapidly,  the  swift 
recurrence  of  the  similar  white  sides  before  the  eyes  gives 
the  impression  of  a continuous  white  band.  If  we  now 
make  a black  dot  on  three  contiguous  sides  and  rotate 
again  with  sufficient  rapidity,  the  three  dots  will  appear 
joined  into  a dark  line  broken  at  quickly  recurring  intervals, 
as  the  side  without  a dot  passes  before  the  eye.  If 
a fourth  dot  be  now  placed  upon  the  vacant  side,  and 
rotation  again  set  up,  a continuous  line  is  seen  round  the 
toy.  Let  the  dots  represent  sonorous  vibrations,  and  the 
rate  of  rotation  the  rate  of  vibration ; then  the  dark  con- 
tinuous line  will  represent  a continuous  sound  produced  by 
a certain  number  of  regular  vibrations  ; while  the  dark  line, 
broken  by  the  recurrence  of  the  white  space,  will  represent 
a sound  of  which  the  vibrations  occur  at  irregular  intervals. 
The  first  of  these  would  be  a musical  note,  the  second  an 
unmusical  sound  or  noise.  This,  which  is  an  illustration 
of  musical  and  unmusical  sounds  in  their  crudest  form,  is 
sufficient  for  our  present  purpose ; and  as  we  are  not  here 
concerned  with  the  principles  of  harmony,  or  with  the  practice 
of  musical  composition,  it  may  be  better  not  to  confuse  the 
ideas  by  entering  more  fully  into  the  science  of  music ; for 
whatever  concerns  the  sonorous  vibrations  of  matter  belongs 
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to  Acoustics,  of  which  Music  is  only  a branch,  having  certain 
rules  of  its  own,  but  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  general  science. 

Thus  far  the  following  propositions  may  be  advanced : 

1.  When  matter  is  thrown  into  vibrations,  having  a cer- 
tain frequency  or  rate,  sound  is  produced. 

2.  This  frequency  or  rate  is  principally  influenced  by 
the  molecular  condition  of  the  vibrating  body. 

3.  Musical  sounds  are  produced  by  equal  vibrations, 
occurring  at  regular  intervals,  and  at  a certain  rate. 

4.  Unmusical  sounds  are  produced  by  vibrations  which 
are  deficient  in  one  or  more  of  the  conditions — equality,  re- 
gular recurrence,  and  rate. 


CHAPTER  II. 


Some  medium  essential  to  the  manifestation  of  sound — Conditions  under  which 
the  impact  of  matter  produces  sound — Examples— Conduction  of  sound — 
Conditions  influencing  this  — Density — Homogeneity — Velocity — Phases 
of  Vibration — Interference — Examples — Superposition  of  small  sonorous 
Vibrations — Examples — Reflection  from  planes  and  curved  surfaces — 
Examples — iEgophony— Reciprocation,  unison-resonance,  consonance, 

echo — Table  of  comparison  by  Walshe — Examples — Skoda’s  theory  of 
consonance — Metallic-tinkle — Propositions  5 to  10. 


When  the  vibrations  of  matter  have  fulfilled  all  the 
conditions  essential  to  the  sonorous  character,  they  have 
yet  to  be  transmitted  to  the  auditory  nerve,  before  they 
become  manifest  as  sound, — some  medium  must  exist, 
capable  itself  of  vibration,  between  the  sonorous  body  and 
the  ear.  Thus,  a bell  rung  beneath  an  exhausted  receiver 
produces  no  audible  sound,  because  no  medium  exists 
within  the  vessel  to  convey  the  sonorous  vibrations  to  its 
walls.  And  as  we  have  no  knowledge  of  sound,  except 
through  the  sense  of  hearing,  it  must  always  be  treated  of 
under  two  divisions  : 

I.  The  matter  by  the  vibrations  of  which  sound  is  pro- 

duced. 

II.  The  medium  by  which  we  become  cognizant  of  its 

existence. 
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I.  OF  THE  MATTER  BY  THE  VIBRATIONS  OF  WHICH  SOUND 

IS  PRODUCED. 

Sonorous  vibration  may  be  excited  by  any  combination  of 
circumstances,  involving  the  impact  of  one  mass  of  matter 
with  another;  and  the  conditions  under  which  such  impact 
usually  occurs  in  producing  sound  may  be  thus  enume- 
rated : — 

1 . Concussion  of  one  solid  body  with  another. 

Examples : The  stroke  of  the  physician’s  hand  in  per- 
cussing a solid  organ;  the  foot  falling  on  the  floor;  the 
blow  of  a hammer  on  a nail. 

2.  Friction  between  two  solid  bodies. 

Examples : Pleural  friction  sound,  produced  by  the  rub- 
bing of  one  roughened  pleural  surface  against  the  other ; 
the  brushing  of  articles  of  clothing  against  the  walls  or  fur- 
niture of  an  apartment ; the  bow  of  the  violin  upon  a chord. 

3.  Concussion  of  a solid  with  a gaseous  body  through 
the  medium  of  a vibratile  lamina.  (In  these  cases  there  is 
some  difficulty  in  distinguishing  between  the  sonorous 
vibrations  of  the  air  and  of  the  vibratile  lamina.) 

Examples : Percussion  of  the  chest  wall  over  air-contain- 
ing lung  ; percussion  of  the  stomach  or  intestines  when  full 
of  air  or  gas.  The  stroke  of  a drum-stick  upon  a drum, 
or  of  the  hand  upon  a tambourine. 

4.  Friction  between  a solid  and  a gaseous  body. 

Examples : The  air  from  the  human  chest  upon  the  throat, 

teeth,  lips,  &c.,  in  forced  expiration ; the  passage  of  air  in  the 
lungs  over  laminae  of  adhesive  matter  attached  to  the  walls  of 
bronchial  tubes,  or  over  the  normalsepta  dividing  air-passages ; 
the  propulsion  of  air  through  bronchial  tubes  narrowed  in 
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calibre  by  disease ; the  rustle  of  articles  of  clothing  when 
moved  suddenly  and  rapidly  through  the  air;  the  wind 
rustling  through  the  trees. 

5.  Concussion  of  a solid  body  with  a liquid. 

Examples  : Succussion  of  the  chest  in  hydro-pneumo- 
thorax, by  which  liquid  is  dashed  against  the  thoracic  wall. 
(The  greater  part  of  the  sound  usually  heard,  the  gurgling 
part,  is  due  to  collision  between  the  air  and  fluid,  but 
besides  this  the  dash  of  the  fluid  against  the  chest-wall  may 
be  detected.)  The  dash  of  the  oar  into  the  stream ; water 
dropping  on  to  a stone  or  plate  of  glass. 

6.  Friction  between  a solid  and  a liquid  body. 

Examples : The  propulsion  of  fluid  through  a narrow 

orifice,  or  over  a vibratile  lamina ; the  murmur  of  a stream 
flowing  through  a bed  of  reeds. 

7.  Concussion  of  a liquid  with  a liquid. 

Examples  : Gutta  caclens,  produced  by  the  falling  of  drops 
of  exudation  from  the  walls  of  the  pleural  sac  in  pneumo- 
thorax, into  the  fluid  of  empyema  or  of  hydrothorax,  or  of 
drops  of  pus  from  the  roof  of  a large  tuberculous  cavity 
into  the  liquid  secretion  on  its  floor ; the  dropping  of  water 
into  a well ; the  splash  of  rain  upon  a pool. 

8.  Concussion  of  a gaseous  with  a solid  body. 

Examples  ••  The  air  from  the  human  chest  impinging  on 

the  vocal  chords  in  speaking  or  singing ; metallic  tinkling, 
when  the  air,  in  sudden  inspiration,  or  in  coughing,  or 
speaking,  impinges  on  the  dense  vibratile  wall  of  a cavity  in 
the  lungs.  A bell-glass,  caused  to  ring  by  a sudden  gust 
of  air  from  a bellows  upon  its  Avail ; the  Avind  striking  the 
chords  of  an  /Eolian  harp. 

9.  Concussion  of  one  gaseous  body  with  another. 

Examples:  The  bursting  (explosion)  of  bubbles  in  the 

air-passages,  or  on  the  surface  of  secretion  in  cavities  of  the 
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lung,  when  air  is  forced  through  them  during  respiration, 
producing  various-sized  crepitation ; explosion  generally  ; 
the  bursting  of  bubbles  on  the  surface  of  an  effervescing 
fluid. 

10.  Concussion  of  one  gaseous  body  with  another  in  a 
confined  space. 

In  this  case,  it  is  always  difficult  to  distinguish  between 
the  sonorous  vibrations  of  the  wall  of  the  confining  tube  or 
chamber,  the  friction  sound  of  the  gaseous  body  upon  the 
solid,  and  the  sound  produced  simply  by  the  vibration  of 
the  one  gaseous  body  excited  by  the  impact  of  the  other. 
The  principal  sound  is  produced  by  this  impact,  but  it  is 
modified  by  the  nature  of  the  walls  confining  the  vibrating 
air  or  gas,  the  length  of  the  tube,  the  open  or  closed  con- 
dition of  its  ends,  and  several  other  circumstances. 

Examples : The  concussion  of  a gust  of  air  upon  the  air 
contained  within  a cavity  in  the  lung,  produced  by  sudden 
inspiration  through  a communicating  bronchial  tube ; a 
blast  of  wind  into  an  organ-pipe ; a pencil  of  ignited 
hydrogen  gas  directed  up  a tube  containing  atmospheric 
air. 

11.  Concussion  of  a gaseous  with  a liquid  body. 

Examples:  Air  drawn  suddenly  through  a bronchus 

opening  into  a cavity  in  the  lung  containing  fluid,  so  that 
the  current  of  air  shall  impinge  on  the  surface  of  the  fluid 
at  aright  angle  ; blowing  through  a tube  placed  perpendicu- 
larly to  the  surface  of  water  • the  portion  of  the  succussion 
sound,  not  included  in  No.  5 — -gurgling ; it  is  a modification 
of  large  crepitation ; but  crepitation  is  the  explosion  of 
a bubble,  as  already  explained,  while  gurgling  is  produced 
when  the  volume  of  air  or  gas  is  so  great  that  the  liquid 
through  which  it  passes  is  made  to  leap  up,  and  thus  to 
produce  concussion  of  a gaseous  with  a liquid  body. 
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12.  Friction  between  a gaseous  and  a liquid  body. 

Examples:  When  pervious  bronchi  open  obliquely  or 
horizontally  to  the  surface  of  fluid  in  a cavity,  the  air  during 
respiration  may  be  driven  along  the  face  of  the  fluid,  so  as 
to  produce  a rippling  without  bubbles  ; the  wind  driving 
over  the  surface  of  a lake ; water  spouting  forcibly  through 
the  air. 

II.  OF  THE  MEDIUM  BY  WHICH  AVE  BECOME  COGNIZANT 
OF  SONOROUS  VIBRATION 

By  whatever  means  sonorous  vibrations  are  excited,  the 
medium  of  communication  between  the  vibrating  body  and 
the  ear  may  consist  of  either  of  the  forms  of  matter : it 
may  be  solid,  viscous,  liquid,  or  gaseous.  These  may  be 
combined  heterogeneously,  or  they  may  alternate  with 
one  another  in  various  orders  of  succession  ; and  the 
behaviour  of  sound  in  its  relation  to  these  media  follows 
certain  laws  comprised  under  the  head  of  Conduction  or 
Transmission. 

Sound  is  not  transmitted  with  equal  facility  through  all 
media,  tAvo  principal  conditions  influencing  its  behaviour  in 
this  respect:  1.  The  density  of  the  conducting  medium. 
2.  Its  homogeneity — the  best  conducting  medium  being 
matter  of  a certain  density  and  perfectly  homogeneous. 
This  certain  density  is  probably  one  exactly  corresponding 
with  that  of  the  sonorous  body.  Thus,  a sound  produced 
by  friction  on  one  end  of  a wooden  rod  is  best  heard  by 
applying  the  ear  to  the  other  end  ; and  in  this  manner  it  may 
be  conducted  to  an  indefinite  distance.  Sound  generated 
in  water  has  been  transmitted  nine  miles  through  the  same 
medium;  and  a Avord  spoken  in  a whisper  has  been 
distinctly  conveyed  by  atmospheric  air  2860  feet,  the 


CONDUCTION T N TEKFEREN  CE.  15 

lateral  diffusion  of  the  vibrations  being  prevented  by  con- 
fining the  air  in  a tube.  It  is  in  this  way  that  speaking- 
trumpets  act. 

Cceteris  paribus,  solids  conduct  better  than  liquids, 
liquids  better  than  gases,  and  dense  gases  better  than  those 
that  are  rare. 

But  audible  sound,  however  produced,  must  sooner  or 
later  travel  through  atmospheric  air ; for  if  at  no  other  part 
of  its  course,  it  must  do  so  in  passing  through  the  ear  to 
the  auditory  nerve — and  in  the  majority  of  instances, 
sounds  transmitted  to  the  ear  by  solids  or  fluids  have 
traversed  air  before  reaching  these  solid  or  fluid  conductors ; 
and  sounds  conveyed  by  air  alone  have  generally  been 
produced  by  the  vibration  of  some  other  form  of  matter. 
Hence,  with  the  exception  of  sounds  produced  by  the 
vibration  of  air  and  conveyed  by  air,  an  exact  correspon- 
dence between  the  density  of  the  sonorous  body  and  its 
conducting  media  is  not  attainable ; and  the  conducting 
media  fail  to  that  extent  in  the  second  element  of  perfect 
conduction — homogeneity.  Want  of  homogeneity  interferes 
with  the  perfect  transmission  of  sound,  chiefly  for  the 
following  reasons : — 

1 . In  some  portion  of  the  heterogeneous  medium,  there 
must  be  a want  of  correspondence  in  density  with  that  of 
the  sonorous  body. 

2.  All  sounds  in  traversing  given  distances  through  the 
same  medium  are  propagated  with  equal  rapidity,  and 
hence,  when  the  vibrations  reach  the  ear,  they  will  all  be  in 
the  same  phase  (fig.  2).  But,  in  traversing  different  media, 
the  velocity  may  be  altered  ; thus,  supposing  the  velocity 
through  air  to  be  1,  it  will  be  4*5  through  water,  through 
cast  iron  10,  through  wood  11.  Therefore,  in  being  trans- 
mitted through  a heterogeneous  medium,  the  vibrations  will 
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reach  their  destination  in  different  phases — the  phases  of 
elevation  of  some  corresponding  with  the  phases  of  depres- 
sion of  others — the  effect  being  that  they  mutually  interfere 
with  each  other,  and  either  annihilate  or  materially  check 
the  sound  through  what  is  emphatically  called  inter- 
ference (fig.  1). 


Fig.  1. 

Phases  of  Elevation. 


Phases  of  Depression. 


Eig.  2. 

Phases  of  Depression. 


Phases  of  Depression. 


Example  of  conduction  altered  by  density. — When  a 
portion  of  healthy  air-containing  lung  lying  over  a bron- 
chial tube  is  ausculted,  the  sounds  in  the  bronchus  are 
not  audible;  but  if  the  same  portion  of  lung-substance 
becomes  solidified  in  any  way,  as  by  the  deposit  of  inflam- 
matory exudation  or  tubercle,  the  sounds  of  the  bronchus 
are  conducted  to  the  ear  of  the  auscultor  through  the 
tissue  now  increased  in  density. 

Example  of  conduction  influenced  by  changes  in  homo- 
geneity.— Any  substance  in  which  solid  material  and  air 
succeed  one  another  repeatedly,  as  in  cotton  wool.  If  a 
watch  is  placed  under  a light  well-shaken  pillow,  its  sounds 
may  be  scarcely  transmitted  to  the  ear  placed  above  ; but  if 
the  air  is  pressed  from  between  the  down,  and  the  pillow 
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thus  rendered  more  homogeneous,  the  tick  of  the  watch  may 
be  plainly  heard  through  it. 

A glass  half  filled  with  solution  of  bicarbonate  of  potass 
will  ring  when  struck  upon  its  edge,  the  vibrations  being 
freely  conducted  across  the  homogeneous  fluid  ; but  the 
sound  is  deadened  as  often  as  effervescence  is  excited  by 
dropping  in  a crystal  of  citric  acid,  the  bubbles  of  gas  in 
the  fluid  destroying  for  the  time  its  homogeneity. 

The  imperfect  conduction  of  sound  through  healthy  air- 
containing  vesicular  lung-substance,  is  an  example  of  the 
same  kind,  want  of  homogeneity  adding  to  its  want  of  density 
in  preventing  the  conduction  to  its  surface  of  sounds  gene- 
rated beneath  it.  It  is  thus  that  a cavity  may  be  concealed 
from  the  auscultor  by  a stratum  of  healthy  lung,  whereas 
the  sounds  of  the  bronchi  may  generally  be  heard  in  health 
over  the  first  bone  of  the  sternum,  and  between  the  scapulae 
on  either  side  of  the  third  dorsal  vertebra,  because  they  are 
separated  from  the  ear  by  structures  more  homogeneous. 
(See  p.  14,  and  fig.  vi.) 

In  connexion  with  conduction  of  sound  must  be  noticed 
the  superposition  of  small  sonorous  vibrations — an  applica- 
tion to  acoustics  of  the  lawr  of  the  superposition  of  small 
motions ; viz.,  “ If  the  particles  of  which  a body  is  com- 
posed are  actuated  by  several  disturbing  forces,  they  will 
obey  each  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  existed  alone.” 

Examples:  In  a room  full  of  people  engaged  in  conver- 
sation, an  attentive  ear  may  distinguish  the  ticking  of  a 
watch  at  some  distance,  as  clearly  transmitted  through  the 
air  as  though  the  other  sounds  did  not  exist.  When  several 
delicate  sounds  exist  simultaneously  in  the  chest,  careful 
observation  may  discriminate  between  them,  and  fine  cre- 
pitation, healthy  respiratory  murmur,  and  rhonchus  may 
be  heard  at  the  same  moment  from  contiguous  portions  of 
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lung,  and  each  be  appreciated  by  the  ear  as  though  it 
existed  alone. 

Sonorous  vibrations  during  their  transit  through  differ- 
ent media,  in  addition  to  being  subject  to  the  influences 
already  mentioned,  may  be  altered  in  their  direction, 
and  otherwise  affected,  by  Reflection,  and  Reciprocation. 
“ When  any  elastic  body  impinges  obliquely  on  a plane 
surface,  the  force  of  restitution  will,  after  impact,  carry  it 
away  from  the  plane and  in  obedience  to  this  law,  sono- 
rous vibrations,  when  they  impinge  on  a plane  surface,  are 
reflected  from  it,  the  angles  of  incidence  and  reflection  being 
equal,  and  the  velocity  and  intensity  of  the  sound  continu- 
ing the  same  after  as  before  reflection. 

When  a sound  thus  reflected  reaches  the  ear  after  the 
perception  of  the  original  sound,  the  second,  or  reflected 
sound,  constitutes  an  echo,  which  may  be  repeated  as 
many  times  as  parallel  reflecting  surfaces  occur  at  proper 
distances.  Examples  of  such  multiple  reflection  are  pro- 
bably presented  by  the  much  discussed  auscultatory  sounds, 
PEgophony  and  Tremulous-bronchophony.  The  conditions 
essential  to  which  would,  in  this  case,  be  a laminated 
succession  of  reflecting  and  conducting  media,  holding  cer- 
tain relations  of  distance  to  each  other.  If  the  conducting 
media  differ  in  density,  the  law  of  Interference  already 
stated  (p.  16)  will  still  further  modify  the  sounds,  and 
assist  in  giving  them  their  peculiar  vibratile,  or  beating, 
character.  The  capricious  occurrence  of  aegophony,  and 
its  want  of  exact  relation  to  any  one  lesion,  are  consistent 
with  this  view,  for  such  a combination  of  multiple  reflection 
and  interference  must  be  purely  accidental  in  pathological 
changes  ; at  the  same  time,  it  is  most  likely  to  occur  in  iuter- 
pleural  affections  complicated  with  pulmonary  disease,  a class 
of  eases  to  which  these  sounds  bear  the  most  constant  relation. 
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If' the  reflections  from  two  parallel  planes  are  sufficiently 
rapid  to  elude  the  discrimination  of  the  ear,  they  may  pro- 
duce the  impression  of  a single  sound  prolonged  and  re- 
inforced. Examples  ■■  Reverberation  of  sound  in  empty,  un- 
carpeted rooms.  The  reverberated  voice-sounds,  heard  by 
auscultation,  in  a smooth-walled  cavity  in  the  lungs. 


Sound  is  reflected  by  curved  surfaces  in  the  same  manner 
as  light  and  heat,  and  if  the  foci  of  the  two  curves  meet 
at  the  same  point,  as  at  the  focus  of  a cylindrical  tube, 
(f.  fig.  3),  the  sound  will  be  rendered  more  intense  by 
the  double  reflection.  Hence  the  intensity  of  sound  is 
found  to  be  considerably  augmented,  if  the  vibrations 
are  confined  in  tubes  or  cavities  of  any  kind  with 
curved  reflecting  walls.  Examples:  Sounds,  in  bron- 
chial tubes  running  through  consolidated  lung  by  which 
the  walls  are  rendered  better  reflectors.  It  is  important 
to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  reflecting  power  of  surfaces  with 
regard  to  sound,  differs  remarkably  with  their  texture, 
hardness  and  polish  increasing,  softness  and  want  of  polish 
diminishing  it.  Examples the  intense  reverberation  of 
sound  in  pulmonary  cavities  with  hard,  smooth  walls ; the 
feeble  reverberation  of  those,  the  walls  of  which  are  coated 
with  soft  secretion,  or  consist  of  flocculent,  disintegrated  lung- 
substance.  This  intensifying  of  sound  by  reflection,  is  not 


Fig.  3. 


Reduction  of  sound  from  the  walls  of  a cylindrical  tube. 
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to  be  confounded  with  the  simple  transmission  of  sound 
through  vibrating  columns  of  confined  air,  as  in  the  tubes 
of  speaking  trumpets,  spoken  of  atp.  15. 

The  combination  of  conduction  and  reflection,  commonly 
treated  of  as  Reciprocation  of  sound,  is  divisible  into  Unison- 
resonance,  Consonance,  and  Echo ; which,  although  not 
usually  so  distinguished,  are  nevertheless  clearly  separable. 
This  fact,  with  the  points  of  difference  in  each  case,  has 
been  set  forth  by  Dr.  Walslie,  in  the  following  lucid  and 
logical  manner  (‘  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of 
the  Lungs,  &c./  2d  edition,  p.  147) : 

“ There  seem  to  be  three  ways,  as  far  as  now  known, 
in  which  a sound  may  be  reinforced  beyond  the  seat  of  its 
production  ; — by,  what  may  be  called,  uni  son- resonance,  by 
consonance , and  by  echo.  In  all  three,  reflection  of  sound  is 
concerned  ; but  the  laws  of  that  reflection  are  in  each  case 
different.  This  will  be  best  understood  from  a tabidar 
view  of  the  differences  of  the  phenomena.  The  reader  will 
bear  in  mind  that  by  unison-resonance  is  meant  the  rein- 
forcement which  occurs  in  the  box  of  the  guitar  or  violin 
when  notes  are  produced  from  their  strings,  or  when  a 
musical  box,  instead  of  being  held  in  the  ah',  is  placed  on 
a table : by  consonance  is  understood  the  reproduction  of 
certain  notes  of  instruments  or  of  the  voice  by  other  instru- 
ments, standing  by : by  echo  is  meant  the  well-known 
phenomenon  of  repetition  of  sounds.  All  three  agree  in 
that  the  reinforced  sound  may  exceed  in  intensity  the 
original,  and  differ  from  this  in  quality.” 
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“ Original  and  secondary 


sounds,  how  connected  in  regard 

r 

of— 


Place  of 
production. 

Pitch. 

Number  of 
repetitions. 

Number  of 
notes  coetane- 
onsly  reinforced 

Time  of 
production. 

In  unison- 
resonance. 

Directly 

connected. 

All  notes  of 
the  octave  in- 
tensified in 
unison. 

No  true 
repetition; 
only  swelling 
of  original 
sound. 

Never  but 
one. 

Both  simul- 
taneous. 

In  con- 
sonance. 

Separate 
but  near. 

A single  note 
only  of  the 
octave  (or  its 
harmonics)  in- 
tensified : that 
note  is  the 
fundamental 
note  of  the 
consonating 
body. 

Only  one. 

May  be  one, 
and  certain 
of  its  har- 
monics. 

Both  nearly 
simulta- 
neous. 

In  echo. 

Separate 
and  more  or 
less  distant. 

Same  note 
only. 

May  be 
several. 

None. 

One  dis- 
tinctly se- 
quential to 
the  other. 

Example  of  unison-resonance The  sounding-board  action 
of  the  healthy  chest,  pharynx,  palate,  and  sinuses  of  the 
sphenoid  and  ethmoid  bones. 

Example  of  consonance : If  the  gamut  is  run  with  the 
voice  at  the  mouth  of  an  empty  water-caraft,  one  note  only 
of  the  octave  is  considerably  reinforced,  and  this  takes 
place  by  consonance  within  the  cavity. 

The  essential  conditions  of  consonance  in  a tube  or 
cavity  being,  that  its  dimensions  and  form  shall  hold  a 
certain  mathematical  relationship  to  the  tone  of  the  original 
sound,  it  is  difficult  to  state  a satisfactory  example  of  con- 
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sonance  within  the  chest,  and,  although  sounds  may 
certainly  be  reciprocated  by  consonance  in  the  bronchial 
tubes,  it  seems  most  probable  that  such  an  occurrence  is 
only  the  consequence  of  an  accidental  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances. This,  however,  is  not  the  opinion  of  Pro- 
fessor Skoda,  whose  views  upon  the  subject  are  thus 
epitomized  by  his  translator,  Dr.  Markham  : 

“The  voice  passes  into  the  parenchyma  of  the  lungs 
through  the  medium  of  the  air  in  the  trachea  and  the 
bronchial  tubes,  and  is  not  propagated  along  their  walls  ; it 
traverses  healthy,  as  readily  as  it  does  hepatized  lung,  and 
even  somewhat  more  readily  : consequently,  bronchophony 
does  not  depend  upon  an  increase  of  the  sound-conducting 
power  of  consolidated  pulmonary  tissue ; moreover,  when 
the  lung  is  consolidated,  the  thoracic  voice  increases  and 
diminishes  in  force,  without  any  concurrent  change  taking 
place  in  the  condition  of  the  lung : this  variation  in  its 
strength  evidently  results  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
bronchial  tubes  being  at  one  moment  blocked  up  by 
mucus,  etc.,  and  at  another  freed  therefrom  by  the  cough 
and  expectoration,  etc. ; if  the  bronchophony  depended 
upon  conduction  of  sound,  it  would  be  a matter  of  indif- 
ference whether  the  tubes  contained  air  or  fluids.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten,  that,  according  to  the  ordinary  laws 
of  reflection  of  sound,  the  more  solid  the  parenchyma  the 
more  difficult  does  the  passage  of  the  sound  from  the  air 
into  it  become. 

“ That  the  air  in  the  mouth  and  nasal  cavities  consonates 
with  sounds  formed  in  the  larynx,  is  proved  by  the  fact  of 
the  changes  which  the  voice  undergoes  through  opening 
and  closing  the  mouth  and  nose,  whilst  the  condition  of  the 
larynx  remains  unaltered ; just  in  the  same  way  does  the 
air  in  the  trachea  and  bronchial  tubes  consonate  with  the 
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laryngeal  sounds.  Now,  air  consonates  only  in  a confined 
space,  and  the  force  ot  the  consonance  depends  upon  the 
form  and  size  of  the  space,  and  upon  the  nature  of  the 
walls  forming  it : the  more  solid  the  walls,  the  more  com- 
pletely  will  the  sound  be  reflected,  and  the  more  forcible 
the  consonance.  The  cause  of  tlie  loud  voice  produced  by 
a speaking-trumpet  is  well  known.  But  the  air  will 
consonate  with  certain  sounds  only  ; in  the  trachea  and 
bronchial  tubes,  it  becomes  consonant  until  the  laryngeal 
voice,  in  so  far  as  their  walls  have  a like  or  an  analogous 
character  to  the  walls  of  the  larynx,  of  the  mouth,  and  of 
the  nose.  Within  the  cartilaginous  Avails  of  the  trachea 
and  the  bronchial  trunks,  the  voice  consonates  nearly  as 
forcibly  as  in  the  larynx ; but  as  the  bronchial  tubes  divide 
in  the  lungs,  they  lose  their  cartilaginous  character,  be- 
coming at  last  merely  membranous  in  structure,  and  there- 
fore very  ill-adapted  for  ^consonance  ; when,  therefore, 
the  consonance  is  increased  in  these  latter  tubes,  we  may 
be  sure,  cither  that  the  membrane  forming  them  has 
become  very  dense  or  cartilaginous,  or  that  the  tissue  around 
them  is  condensed  and  deprived  of  air,  whereby  the  sound- 
reflecting  poAver  of  the  tubes  is  increased.  Of  course  the 
communication  between  the  air  in  the  tubes  and  the  air  in 
the  larynx  must  be  uninterrupted. 

“The  Avails  of  a confined  space  frequently  vibrate  in  unison 
with  sounds  excited  within  it,  as  do  those  of  an  organ-pipe, 
or  of  a speaking-trumpet.  The  larynx  vibrates  Avith  every 
sound,  and  its  vibrations  are  perceptible  at  a considerable 
distance  from  their  point  of  origin ; so,  also,  must  the  Avails 
of  the  bronchial  tubes,  which  are  distributed  through  the 
parenchyma  of  the  lungs,  vibrate  when  the  voice  consonates 
Avith  in  them ; and  the  vibrations  thus  excited  Avill  extend 
to  the  surface  of  the  thorax,  passing  through  several  inches 
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ot  thick  fleshy  parts,  or  of  fluids,  and  manifest  themselves 
there  as  the  consonating  sounds  of  the  bronchial  tubes.” 

As  distinguished  from  reciprocation,  it  may  be  well  to 
explain  in  this  context  a combination  of  circumstances 
accompanied  by  sound  within  the  chest,  very  likely  to  con- 
fuse and  puzzle  the  observer ; viz.,  “ metallic  tinkling,”  dis- 
tinguished from  gutta  cadens  and  amphoric  echo  as  pointed 
out  hereafter.  (Corollaries  to  Plates.)  On  hearing  this  sound, 
the  first  idea  is  to  refer  it  to  some  form  of  reciprocation  ; 
for  its  characters  are  briefly  these,  on  applying  the  stetho- 
scope over  some  portion  of  the  chest-wall  and  making  the 
patient  speak,  abnormal  vocal  resonance  of  cavernous  cha- 
racter is  heard,  and  almost  at  the  same  time  a tinkling  or 
ringing  sound,  as  of  a half-muffled  bell.  If  the  patient 
coughs  similar  phenomena  occur. 

Careful  examination  and  analysis  show  that  this  tinkling 
is  no  form  of  reciprocated  sonnet 

It  is  not  unison-resonance,  for  it  follows  the  first  sound 
and  does  not  reinforce  it  : not  consonance,  for  it  has  no  fixed 
harmonic  or  unison  relation  to  the  first  sound  : not  echo, 
for  although  it  follows  the  first  sound  it  is  no  repetition  of 
it : and,  finally,  if  instead  of  letting  the  patient  cough  or 
speak,  he  simply  inspires  smartly,  the  tinkling  is  produced  as 
before.  It  is  in  fact  a new  sound,  due  to  sonorous  vibra- 
tions of  the  parietes  of  a cavity  excited  by  the  impact  of  a 
sharp  gust  of  air  either  upon  its  margin  or  upon  some 
readily  vibrating  portion  of  its  inner  wall,  acoustically 
analogous  to  the  sound  of  an  /Eolian  harp  string  struck  by 
a gust  of  wind ; in  which  case  the  tone  of  the  instrument  is 
clearly  not  a reciprocation  of  the  murmur  of  the  breeze 
which  excites  its  vibrations.  (See  p.  12.) 

At  this  place  we  may  pause  again,  to.  add  the  following 
propositions  to  those  advanced  at  p.  9. 
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5.  Sonorous  vibrations  may  be  excited  by  the  impact  of 
any  two  volumes  of  the  same  or  of  different  forms  of 
matter. 

fj.  They  may  be  transmitted  or  conducted  by  all  forms 
of  matter. 

7.  The  facility  with  which  they  are  transmitted  is  prin- 
cipally influenced  by  the  density  and  homogeneity  of  the 
conducting  medium. 

8.  All  sounds  are  transmitted  with  the  same  velocity 
through  the  same  medium. 

9.  Different  media  transmit  the  same  sound  with  dif- 
ferent velocities. 

10.  Sonorous  vibrations,  in  their  transmission  through 
matter,  may  be  subjected  to  reflection  and  reciprocation. 
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Having  traced  sonorous  vibrations  in  general,  from  then’ 
first  excitation  to  the  appreciation  of  their  existence  by  the 
ear,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  some  of  the  changes  in 
character  of  which  sound  is  susceptible. 

In  the  first  place,  sounds  may  differ  as  substantives,  in 
that  assemblage  of  individual  characteristics  by  which  the 
identity  of  any  object  of  sense  is  impressed  on  the  mind, 
such,  for  example,  as  that  by  which  we  distinguish  one 
animal  from  another,  the  tastes  of  different  articles  of  food, 
the  perfumes  of  different  flowers,  the  sounds  of  bells  from 
those  of  falling  water,  and  the  like. 

In  this  substantive  existence,  as  individuals,  sounds  may 
be  primarily  divided  into  those  that  are  single,  produced 
by  one  continuous  set  of  vibrations,  as  a “ tap,”  or  “ tick,” 
and  those  that  are  compound,  produced  by  the  conjunction 
of  two  or  more  single  sounds,  as  a “ rattle  or  jingle. 

Scarcely  separable  from  these  substantive  characteristics 
by  which  sounds  are  identified,  are  those  attributes  by 
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which  they  are  supposed  to  be  divisible  into  musical  and 
unmusical, — the  crude  idea  of  which  has  already  been 
given  when  speaking  of  sonorous  vibration  ; viz.,  “musical 
sounds  are  produced  by  ecpial  vibrations  occurring  at 
regular  intervals,  and  at  a certain  rate.”  “ Unmusical 
sounds  are  produced  by  vibrations  which  are  deficient  in 
one  or  more  of  these  elements.” 

But  in  addition  to  these  first  conditions  of  their  existence, 
sounds  depend  upon  a number  of  subordinate  relationships 
for  that  character,  by  which  they  are  appreciated  as  consti- 
tuents of  music.  Thus,  according  to  Prof.  Leslie,  “ A musical 
note,  far  from  being  only  a repetition  of  the  same  simple 
sound,  should  be  considered  as  the  conjunction  of  subordi- 
nate sounds  reiterated  at  proportional  intervals.  The  sweet- 
ness of  this  compound  effect  or  tone  appears  to  depend  on 
the  frequent  recurrence  of  interior  unison.”  Like  ideas 
of  perfection  with  regard  to  other  sensations,  that  idea  of 
beauty  and  completeness  in  sound,  the  realisation  of  which 
is  supposed  to  constitute  a musical  tone,  differs  in  different 
ages  and  different  nations,  and  even  in  our  own  time  and 
country.  To  enter  into  the  discussion  of  these  differences 
would  lead  us  far  beyond  the  intended  limits  of  this  work, 
without  resulting  in  any  practical  advantage,  and  therefore, 
in  treating  generally  of  sounds,  these  arbitrary  distinctions 
between  their  musical  and  unmusical  characters,  will  be 
henceforth  disregarded,  unless  specially  stated  to  the 
contrary. 

Independently  then  of  musical  character,  any  given 
sound  may  vary  in  duration,  intensity,  and  volume  ; and  any 
two  or  more  sounds,  or  any  compound  sound,  may  vary  in 
rhythm.  These  terms,  although  often  defined  in  special 
reference  to  acoustics,  have  the  same  meaning  to  what- 
ever department  of  physical  science  they  may  be  applied. 
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Duration — refers  to  time  in  relation  to  existence:  thus  the 
sound  produced  by  striking  a musical  string  of  slight 
tension,  exists  for  a longer  time  after  the  concussion  than 
that  produced  by  a similar  blow  upon  the  same  string 
under  greater  tension  : — the  duration  of  the  first  sound  is 
longer  than  tliat  of  the  second.  This  may  be  observed  in 
percussion  of  the  chest : — dull  sounds,  and  sounds  of  high 
pitch,  other  things  being  equal,  are  of  shorter  duration 
than  resonant  sounds  of  lower  pitch,  that  is,  of  sounds 
produced  by  the  vibration  of  matter  of  less  density, — as 
further  explained  under  the  head  of  Fitch. 

Volume — refers  to  mass,  and  it  is  on  this  that  sounds 
principally  depend  for  their  loudness. 

Intensity — refers  to  the  amount  of  force  manifested 
within  a unit  of  volume.  A sound  of  anv  duration,  or  of 
any  volume,  may  be  either  weak  or  strong  according  to 
the  degree  of  force  with  which  it  is  excited ; and  sounds 
when  excited  with  a great  degree  of  force,  may  lose  their 
intensity  before  reaching  the  ear,  by  parting  with  their 
force  to  the  impediments  met  with  in  the  process  of 
conduction.  Thus,  respiratory  murmur  in  a lung  the 
whole  of  which  is  healthy,  differs  from  that  produced  in  a 
healthy  portion  of  a diseased  lung,  in  its  intensity  ; because 
the  force  which  in  health  would  have  been  expended  in  the 
respiratory  action  of  the  entire  lung,  is  concentrated  in  the 
diseased  organ  upon  the  healthy  portion  ; and  this  intense 
respiratory  murmur  may  be  rendered  weak  before  it 
reaches  the  ear,  by  the  intervention  of  imperfect  conducting 
media,  such  as  layers  of  adipose  tissue,  or  of  woollen  clothing. 
In  connection  with  the  intensity  of  sounds,  Dr.  Scott 
Alison  has  lately  called  attention  to  a very  interesting 
phenomenon  capable  of  practical  application  in  diagnosis. 
It  has  been  long  known  that  a very  loud  sound  conveyed 
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into  one  ear,  will  render  the  other  ear  insensible  to  sound 
of  a weak  or  low  character.  But  Dr.  Alison  has,  by 
experiment,  established  the  fact,  that  “ no  very  great  loud- 
ness is  required,  and  that  no  very  great  augmentation  of 
sound  in  one  ear  over  that  in  the  other  is  necessary  in 
order  to  restrict  the  sense  of  hearing  to  one  ear,  and  to 
deprive  the  less  favoured  ear  of  the  sense  of  hearing  which 
it  had  previously  enjoyed.  A moderate,  yet  a decided  in- 
crease of  intensity  is  all  that  is  required  to  remove  the  sense 
of  hearing  from  the  less  favoured  ear,  and  to  cause  the 
more  favoured  organ  to  be  alone  sensible  to  the  sound/5 
but  “ it  is  sounds  of  the  same  character  only  which  exhibit 
the  phenomenon  of  restriction  in  virtue  of  moderately 
different  intensity.  The  sounds  must  emanate  from  the 
same  sounding  body,  or  from  bodies  sounding  similarly. 
A little  difference  in  character  will  cause  the  experiment  of 
restriction  to  fail.”  In  order  to  apply  this  law  to  the 
detection  of  disease,  Dr.  Alison  has  adapted  to  the  double 
ear-piece  stethoscope  contrived  by  Dr.  Cam  an  of  New 
York,  a corresponding  pair  of  collecting  cups,  forming 
an  instrument  capable  of  conducting  sounds  from  two 
distinct  points,  to  the  two  ears,  at  the  same  time. 

Rhythm — refers  to  certain  relations  existing  between 
two  or  more  successive  manifestations  of  force,  in  regard 
to  duration,  intensity,  volume.  Thus,  the  varieties  of 
rhythm  in  respiration,  depend  upon  differences  in  the 
relative  durations,  volumes,  and  intensities  of  the  inspi- 
rations, the  intervals  of  rest  and  the  expirations,  any  or 
either  of  which  may  be  altered  by  disease;  and  this  applies 
as  much  to  the  movements,  as  to  the  sounds  of  respiration. 

Individual  sounds,  whether  simple  or  compound,  musical 
or  unmusical,  of  whatever  duration,  intensity,  volume,  or 
rhythm,  may  as  substantives,  be  subject  to  several 
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qualifications;  the  most  important  of  which  are  included 
under  the  terms  Pitch  and  Timbre. 

Next  to  those  substantive  varieties  of  individual  character 
already  mentioned,  alterations  of  pitch  present  the  most  defi- 
nite marks  of  distinction  between  different  sounds.  The  va- 
lue of  these  is  enhanced  by  the  great  number  of  changes  of 
which  they  are  susceptible ; by  the  intimate  relation  which 
they  bear  to  the  molecular  constitution  of  the  sonorous  body  ; 
and,  by  their  nature  permitting  them  to  identify  sounds 
which  are  alike  in  every  other  particular. 

We  have  already  discussed  that  relation  of  time  and 
number  to  vibration  which  constitutes  the  link  between 
motion  and  sound,  and  traced  their  inter-dependence  on 
the  density  and  elasticity  of  matter,  whereby  an  increase  in 
the  degree  of  these  produces  an  increase  in  the  rate  of 
vibration ; and,  therefore,  since  it  is  clearly  established  as  a 
law,  that  “ the  pitch  of  sounds  is  in  direct  ratio  to  the  number 
of  vibrations  performed  by  the  sonorous  body  in  a yiven  time,” 
— pitch  should  hold  a direct  relation  to  the  density  of 
matter.  But  the  elasticity  of  a body,  like  its  other  constitu- 
tional properties,  is  probably  dependent  upon  the  peculiar 
internal  structure  and  arrangement  of  the  integral  mole- 
cules themselves,  in  addition  to  their  molecular  attraction, 
repulsion,  and  compression  ; so  that  the  relation  between 
density  and  the  rate  of  vibration,  and  consequently  of  pitch, 
is  less  simple  than  it  would  otherwise  be,  and  is  evidently 
influenced  by  some  conditions  not  yet  clearly  understood. 

Differences  of  pitch  are  so  commonly  associated  with  the 
recognised  notes  or  tones  of  music  that  we  are  in  danger  of 
supposing  them  to  be  dependent  on  these.  This,  however, 
is  not  the  case.  The  notes  of  music  are  regulated  by  the 
number  of  vibrations  in  a given  time  by  which  each  is 
produced,  and  hence  each  note,  as  its  rate  of  vibration  differs, 
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must  differ  in  pitch  : but,  us  every  tone  is  separated  from 
the  next  by  a certain  interval , within  which  there  may  be 
several  sounds,  each  produced  by  a number  of  vibrations 
greater  than  the  one  tone  and  yet  less  than  the  next,  it 
follows  that  there  must  be  several  varieties  of  pitch  between 
any  two  notes  of  music.  A certain  number  of  these  are 
recognised  by  musicians,  and  are  represented  by  fixed 
ratios  of  the  vibrations  of  musical  strings.  By  tuning  a 
string  to  a given  note,  and  while  it  is  sounding,  drawing  it 
up  to  the  next  note  by  gradually  turning  the  peg  of  the 
instrument,  any  one  who  has  a delicate  ear  may  detect  an 
infinite  number  of  gradations  in  pitch  between  the  two 
recognised  tones.  Pitch  then  is  susceptible  of  infinitesimal 
variations,  limited  only  by  the  time  in  which  a vibration 
more  or  less  is  possible,  and  by  the  power  of  the  ear  to 
appreciate  the  sounds  produced. 

These  relations  of  density,  elasticity,  rate  of  vibration,  and 
pitch,  are  exemplified  by  several  interesting  phenomena  of 
which  advantage  may  be  taken  in  physical  diagnosis. 
Thus,  cceteris  paribus,  a gaseous  body,  when  percussed, 
produces  a sound  of  lower  pitch  than  a solid,  and  a 
solid,  one  of  lower  pitch  than  a liquid, — the  liquid  being 
the  least  compressible, — while  the  pitch  of  the  gaseous  body 
may  be  raised  by  increasing  its  compression.  For  example, 
percussion  of  the  healthy  chest  elicits  a sound  of  higher 
pitch  in  the  region  of  the  heart  or  liver  than  under  the . 
clavicles ; and  in  cases  where  gas  is  collecting  in  the 
intestines,  the  percussion-sound  rises  in  pitch  as  the 
distension,  that  is  gaseous  compression,  increases ; and  it  is 
often  easier  to  detect  slight  alterations  of  density  in  the 
lungs  by  changes  in  the  pitch  of  the  percussion-sound,  than 
by  its  other  characters. 

When  sounds  are  produced  by  the  vibrations  of  air 
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contained  in  tubes,  the  same  effects  are  obtained  by  changes 
in  the  length  and  calibre  of  the  tubes,  and  by  the  open 
or  closed  condition  of  their  ends,  as  by  alterations  in  the 
tension,  mass,  and  length  of  vibrating  solids.  Thus  the 
voice  is  raised  in  pitch  by  narrowing  the  “ rima  glottidis,” 
or  by  increasing  the  tension  of  the  vocal  ligaments ; the 
respiratory  sounds  are  raised  in  pitch  when  the  calibre  of 
the  air-passages  is  reduced  by  an  attack  of  spasmodic 
asthma ; in  bronchitis  the  rhonchi  and  crepitations  are  of 
higher  pitch,  in  proportion  as  they  are  produced  in  tubes  of 
smaller  dimensions ; and  in  the  large  bronchi  the  sounds 
may  be  suddenly  raised  in  pitch,  by  portions  of  secretion  or 
of  tumid  lining-membrane  partially  blocking  up  the  cavity  of 
a tube. 

After  sounds  have  been  identified  as  substantives  by  their 
general  impression  on  the  mind,  and  when  their  intensity, 
volume,  duration,  rhythm,  and  pitch,  have  been  determined  ; 
they  are  still  susceptible  of  more  minute  analysis,  according 
as  they  are  possessed  of  certain  cpialities  systematically 
included  under  the  denomination  of  “ Timbre 

By  Timbre,  is  understood  the  peculiar  and  infinitely 
variable  character  which  the  same  sound  may  assume  in 
addition  to  the  attributes  already  detailed.  The  formation 
of  this  character  appears  to  be  principally  influenced  by  two 
classes  of  conditions,  which  may  be  distinguished  as  Struc- 
tural and  Functional. 

1.  Structural.  Those  fixed  conditions  of  form,  volume, 
and  material  belonging  to  each  apparatus  for  the  production 
of  sound,  and  which  are  essential  to  its  individuality. 
These  conditions  are  chiefly  instrumental  in  imparting  those 
characters  by  which  sounds  are  identified  as  substantives ; 
characters  so  subtle  that  they  elude  description,  but,  as 
a whole,  not  the  less  palpable  to  the  senses.  Thus,  any 
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sound  produced  on  the  piano  is  distinguished  from  the 
same  sound  on  the  harp ; any  note  on  the  harp  is  distin- 
guished from  the  same  note  produced  by  the  human  voice. 
To  this  class  of  timbre,  also,  belong  those  individual  qualities 
of  the  human  voice  due  to  structural  peculiarities  in  the 
apparatus,  viz.,  basso,  baritone , tenore,  contralto , mezzo- 
soprano,  soprano. 

2.  The  functional  are  those  changeable  conditions  of 
which  each  apparatus  is  susceptible  in  its  mode  of  action, 
and  which  impart  to  the  sounds  produced  some  peculiar 
- features  supplemental  to  all  the  others  mentioned.  Such 
as  the  varieties  in  the  quality  of  the  same  note  upon  the 
same  instrument  struck  by  two  different  performers ; the 
varieties  of  breathing  and  voice  sounds  called  pulmonary , 
bronchial,  laryngeal ; for  although  the  breathing  and  vocal 
apparatus  enters,  as  a whole,  into  the  production  of  all  voice 
and  breathing  sounds,  yet,  as  in  each  of  these  varieties  some 
one  or  more  portions  of  the  instrument  are  concerned  in 
chief,  they  owe  their  characters  to  functional  changes. 

Functional  changes  of  timbre  have  been  divided  by 
musicians  into  two  orders  : clair,  or  acute ; and  sombre, 
or  grave.  In  ordinary  parlance  or  description,  how- 
ever, the  tertiary  modifications  are  alone  noticed,  and  a 
sound  is  said  to  be  hoarse,  round,  liquid,  silvery,  wooden, 
metallic , holloiv,  tubular,  ampjhoric,  harsh , soft,  dead,  (i.  e., 
couverte,  or  dull ;)  and  the  human  voice  is  said  to  be  uttered 
in  the  contra-bass,  chest,  falsetto,  head,  guttural,  nasal,  or 
other  timbre;  without  further  expressing  that  it  is  first 
acute  or  grave,  and  not  always  pointing  out  that  reference 
is  made  to  the  sounds  of  a piano,  of  a carriage-wheel,  or  of  the 
human  voice,  because  between  the  persons  speaking  these 
may  be  tacitly  understood. 

In  speaking  of  the  qualities  of  sounds  it  is  necessary  to 
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point  out  a common  cause  of  obscurity  in  description,  viz. 
that,  as  the  names  of  certain  individual  sounds  are  used  adjec- 
tively,  to  indicate  that  some  other  sounds  partake  of  their 
characters,  the  sounds  thus  qualified  may  be  mistaken,  in 
speaking  or  writing,  for  those  that  they  only  resemble.  Thus, 
a crackle,  also  called  a crackling  sound,  and  a creak,  also 
called  a creaking  sound,  is  each  an  individual  sound  or  sub- 
stantive ; but  a crackle  may  be  creaking,  or  a creak  may  be 
crackling,  in  which  case  the  words  indicate  only  a resem- 
blance. In  this  manner  most  of  the  names  of  individual 
sounds  are  used  adjectively,  and  may  lead  to  confusion  if 
the  source  of  fallacy  is  not  borne  in  mind. 

Sounds  are  less  easily  identified  by  varieties  of  timbre  than 
by  their  pitch  or  by  their  general  individual  characteristics  ; 
but  when  both  of  these  fail,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the 
more  subtle  distinctions. 

The  term  Register  is  applied  to  systematic  divisions 
of  the  human  voice,  regulated,  by  the  portions  of  the  vocal 
apparatus  supposed  to  be  principally  implicated  in  the  pro- 
duction of  a certain  range  of  sounds.  The  lowest  division 
or  register  is  the  contra-bass,  the  next  the  chest,  the 
highest  the  head,  and  that  which  is  intermediate  between 
the  chest  and  the  head  is  called  medium  in  women ; 
while  in  men,  who  have  no  head  voice,  the  range  of 
sounds  corresponding  to  the  medium  register  of  women 
is  called  falsetto.  In  each  of  these  registers  the 
sounds  are  distinguished  by  a certain  timbre,  as  already 
mentioned  (p.  33). 

The  chest  voice  is  the  basis  of  all  vocal  sounds  in  men, 
women,  and  children ; it  is  that  in  which  men  always 
naturally  speak,  and  in  which  they  excel.  Women  and 
children  generally  speak  in  the  medium  register,  but  it  is 
in  the  head  voice  that  women  excel,  and  which  is  employed 
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by  both  women  and  children  when  uttering  piercing  cries. 
Sounds  of  higher  pitch  than  any  included  in  these  registers 
may  be  produced  by  those  inspiratory  vocal  efforts  known 
as  shrieks.  In  the  physical  examination  of  the  chest,  when 
comparing  the  vocal  fremitus  or  resonance  at  two  separate 
points,  care  should  be  taken  that  the  sounds  tested  in  each 
case  are  uttered  in  the  same  register,  otherwise  the  com- 
parison cannot  be  depended  upon. 

The  following  propositions  may  now  be  added  to  those 
advanced  at  p.  9 and  p.  25  : 

11.  All  sounds  are  possessed  of  a certain  assemblage  of 
characters  by  which  they  may  generally  be  identified  as 
individuals. 

12.  Any  sound  may  differ  in  duration,  intensity,  or  volume, 
and  any  compound  sound,  or  any  two  or  more  successive 
sounds,  may  differ  in  rhythm. 

13.  If  two  sounds  emanating  from  the  same  source,  or 
from  bodies  sounding  similarly,  differ  from  each  other  in 
intensity  only,  and  are  separately  conducted  to  the  two  ears 
of  the  same  person  at  the  same  time,  the  sense  of  hearing 
is  restricted  to  the  ear  into  lohich  enters  the  more  intense 
sound. 

14.  Any  sound  will  be  altered  in  pitch  in  direct  ratio  to 
the  number  of  vibrations  performed  by  the  sonorous  body 
in  a given  time. 

15.  The  rate  of  vibration  of  the  same  body,  and  conse- 
quently the  pitch  of  its  resulting  sound,  increases  with  the 
increase  of  its  density. 

16.  Any  sound,  however  otherwise  characterised,  may 
differ  in  timbre  according  to  the  structural  and  functional 
conditions  under  which  it  is  excited. 

17.  In  fixing  sounds  upon  the  memory,  they  are  most 
easily  distinguished  by  general  characters  as  individuals, 
next  by  pitch,  lastly  by  timbre. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Sounds  must  be  beard  to  be  rightly  appreciated  or  remembered — Three  condi- 
tions essential  to  a knowledge  of  Auscultation — the  means  of  fulfilling  these 
— Terminology — Importance  of  simplicity  in  nomenclature — Terms  used 
by  Dr.  H.  Davies,  Dr.  Walshe,  Dr.  J.  H.  Bennett — Terms  adopted  in  the 
plates  of  this  work. 

Our  power  of  embodying  the  idea  of  sound  in  words  is 
so  unsatisfactory,  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  care  or 
length  in  description  to  convey  a just  impression  of  a 
definite  tone,  without  resorting  to  comparison  with  some 
sound  already  familiar  to  the  ear;  hence  description  of 
sounds  always  resolves  itself  into  stating  that  they  are 
similar  to  some  other  sounds  ; and  unless  these  happen  to 
be  familiar  to  the  person  addressed,  no  idea  whatever  will, 
at  last,  be  given  of  the  sound  in  question ; and  supposing 
them  to  be  familiar,  they  are  seldom  more  than  approxima- 
tions to  the  character  of  the  sounds  compared  with  them, 
and  therefore  they  give  a false  impression.  Hence,  it  should 
ever  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a sound  must  be  heard  to  be 
rightly  appreciated  or  remembered.  For  this  reason  I shall 
take  pains  to  avoid  attempting  those  descriptions  of  the 
sounds  of  health  and  of  disease  within  the  chest  usually 
entered  into  by  authors  writing  upon  this  subject.  Instead 
of  these  I shall  refer  the  student  to  the  sources  of  sound,  that 
he  may  hear  them  for  himself, — never  then  to  be  forgotten. 
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He  who  has  lost  his  sight  traces  with  his  fingers  the  letters 
in  which  some  scene  once  familiar  to  his  eyes  is  described, 
appreciates  the  form  and  colour  of  objects,  and  paints  a 
landscape  on  the  brain  through  the  sense  of  touch.  After 
the  same  manner,  let  the  characters  of  any  given  sounds 
become  familiar  to  the  ear, — let  them  be  inseparably 
associated  in  the  mind  with  the  acoustic  conditions  essential 
to  them  existence, — and  let  these  conditions  be  as  intimately 
connected  with  the  pathological  changes  to  which  they  are 
due,  and  the  ear  will  in  future  be  able  to  represent  the  idea 
of  physical  characters  to  the  mind,  almost  as  vividly  as 
though  they  were  transmitted  through  the  optic  nerve. 

Three  conditions,  then,  are  essential  to  a knowledge  of 
auscultation  : 

1 . To  understand  the  acoustic  conditions  necessary  to  the 
existence  of  different  sounds. 

2.  To  know  these  sounds  when  heard,  and  to  connect 
them  with  their  essential  acoustic  conditions  so  intimately, 
that  they  shall  stand  to  the  mind  as  the  symbols  of  such 
conditions. 

3.  To  associate  the  conditions,  thus  symbolized,  with  the 
processes  of  health  and  disease  necessary  to  their  existence 
in  the  human  organism. 

In  the  preceding  pages  on  acoustics  I have  endeavoured 
to  provide  the  means  of  fulfilling  the  first  of  these  conditions. 

The  plates,  with  their  descriptions  and  corollaries,  will 
teach  the  third. 

The  wards  of  the  hospital  or  the  sick-room  are  the  sources 
from  which  alone  can  be  gained  the  means  of  satisfactorily 
fulfilling  the  second  condition.  My  duty  in  respect  to  it 
will  consist  in  smoothing  the  path  to  this  knowledge  by 
giving  some  plain  directions  for  the  education  of  the  ear, 
and  by  pointing  out  the  best  sources  for  obtaining  specimens 
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ot  the  required  sounds.  But,  before  commencing  these,  it 
will  be  advisable  to  treat  of  the  terms  by  which  physicians 
distinguish  these  sounds  of  health  and  of  disease  within  the 
chest. 

The  primary  sounds  of  auscultation  and  percussion  are 
simple  and  few  ; but  as  they  are  susceptible  of  varieties  in 
intensity,  duration,  volume,  rhythm,  pitch,  and  timbre,  and 
as  they  may  be  influenced  by  conduction,  reflection,  and 
reciprocation,  the  number  of  subordinate  sounds  may  be 
almost  indefinitely  increased,  according  to  the  ingenuity  of 
the  auscultor  and  the  delicacy  of  his  ear.  Thus  the  student 
may  be  confused  and  perplexed  to  no  purpose,  for  want  of 
knowing  which  sounds  are  worthy  of  individual  considera- 
tion, and  which  ought  to  be  regarded  only  in  groups. 

A sufficient  specimen  and  enumeration  of  the  various 
sounds  distinguished  and  named  by  systematic  teachers  of 
auscultation  and  percussion  is  presented  in  the  following 
abstracts  from  the  writings  of  Dr.  J.  Hughes  Bennett, 
Dr.  Herbert  Davies,  and  Dr.  Walshe. 

That  of  Dr.  Walshe  appears  to  include  all  that  can  be 
rationally  made  out  of  the  subject,  while  those  of  Dr. 
Davies  and  Dr.  Bennett  are  valuable  for  their  conciseness  and 
brevity.  In  classifications  and  nomenclatures,  simplicity , in 
its  true  sense,  should  always  be  a leading  object ; let  them 
be  as  simple  as  possible.  It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed 
that  this  can  be  obtained  by  neglecting  any  essential 
differences  between  the  characters  of  phenomena.  The 
careless  grouping  under  one  name  or  class  of  essentially 
dissimilar  facts  is  indicative  of  an  obtuseness  or  indolence 
quite  inconsistent  with  that  rigid  analysis  which  can  alone 
secure  simplicity  in  the  arrangements  of  science. 
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In  describing  percussion  sounds  Dr.  Davies  says,*  “ I shall  adopt  the  divisions 
laid  down  by  Professor  Skoda,  of  Vienna,  who  arranges  them  into — ” 

1.  A full  tone,  and  its  opposite,  an  empty  tone. 

2.  A clear  tone,  and  its  opposite,  a dull  tone. 

“ We  may  have  combinations  of  these 

1.  A full  and  clear  tone. 

2.  A full  and  dull  tone. 

3.  An  empty  aud  clear  tone. 

4-  An  empty  aud  dull  tone.  (Schenkelschall,  or  thigh-tone  of  Skoda.) 

Tympanitic  tone . — “This  sound  resembles  the  tone  obtained  from  a drum.” 

Bruit  du  pot  fete. 

To  the  sounds  of  auscultation  Dr.  Davies  applies  the  following  terms  : 

“ Respiratory  murmur ,”  Tracheal  — Bronchial — Vesicular  sounds.  “Each 
divisible  into  two  periods,  corresponding  to  the  times  of  inspiration  and  expi- 
ration.” 

Bronchophony. — “ No  difference  of  kind  exists  between  bronchophony  and 
pectoriloquy.” 

JEgophony. 

Abnormal  alterations  of  the  respiratory  murmur. — “ The  anomalies  of  the  vesi- 
cular murmur  are  divisible  into  those  of — ” 


Intensity 


Rhythm 

Quality. 


Increased. 

Diminished. 

Absent. 

Prolonged  expiratory  murmur. 

Interrupted  respiration  {respiration  saccadee). 


Bronchial  respiration  (bronchial  murmur,  tubular  breathing,  bronchial  souffle, 
aud  blowing  respiration).  “No  difference  of  kind  exists  between  bronchial 
aud  cavernous  respiration.” 

Rales ; Rhonchi. 

Dry  sounds : 

Rough  respiration. — “ We  always  find  it  associated  with  a prolonga- 
tion of  the  expiratory  murmur.” 
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Rhonchus  sonorus. 
Rhonchus  sibilans. 


Moist  sounds : 


Snoring. 

Piping. 

Whistling. 

Cooing. 

Chirping. 

Grunting. 


Rhonchus  crepitans. 

Rhonchus  subcrepilans  (mucosus). 

Gurgling , or  cavernous  Rale,  “ depending  upon  the  same  physical  cause 
as  the  subcrepitant,  cannot  always  be  distinguished  from  it.” 
Consonating  Rales. — “ All  the  modifications  of  the  subcrepitant  or  gurgling 
sounds  may,  however,  be  propagated  to,  and  distinctly  heard  in,  a portion  of 
consolidated  lung,  which  is  in  free  communication  with  the  points  from  which 
the  abnormal  sounds  proceed.”  “ Consonating  rales  have  the  same  significa- 
tion as  bronchial-respiration  and  bronchophony.” 

Pleuritic  rubbing  sounds. 

Soft.  \ “ Usually  heard  during  the  act  of  inspiration ; some- 

Rough  (raclement).  J times  with  the  expiration.” 

To  and  fro  ( frottement  ascendant  et  descendant ),  heard  during  inspiration 
and  expiration. 


Cavernous  respiration. — “ No  real  distinction  of  kind  exists  between  cavernous 
and  bronchial  respiration  ; the  sounds  differ  from  each  other  simply  in  degree.” 
Amphoric  resonance  “ possesses,  in  my  opinion,  a far  better  claim  to  the  title 
of  cavernous .” 

Tinctement  metallique  (metallic  tinkling). — “ Closely  allied  to  the  amphoric 
variety,  and  should  be  considered  as  a modification  of  it,  being  dependent  on 
similar  conditions  and  explained  in  the  same  manner.” 

“ There  is,  however,  a variety  of  the  sound,  by  Laennec  very  aptly  compared 
to  the  noise  made  by  the  dropping  of  grains  of  sand  into  a hollow  metallic 
vessel.” 

“ While  metallic  resonance  (erroneously  called  metallic  tinkling)  is  a sound 
by  no  means  infrequent,  the  true  metallic  tinkling — the  sound  of  grains 
of  sand  falling  into  a hollow  vessel — is  of  extremely  rare  occurrence.” 
Succussion,  or  fluctuation  sound. 

(Bronchial. 

Tubular. 

Cavernous. 

Amphoric. 

Metallo-resonant. 


Dr.  Hughes  Bennett  says  :* 

Of  the  different  sounds  produced  by  percussion. — “I  consider  that  all  these 
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sounds  may  be  reduced  to  three  elementary  ones ; that,  in  point  of  fact,  there 
are  only  three  tones  occasioned  by  percussion,  and  that  all  the  others  are 
intermediate.  These  three  tones  are  respectively  dependent,  1st,  on  the  organ 
containing  air ; 2d,  on  its  containing  fluid ; and  3d,  on  its  being  formed  of  a 
dense  uniform  parenchymatous  tissue  throughout.  These  tones,  therefore, 
may  be  termed  the  tympanitic,  the  humoral,  and  W\z  parenchymatous.  Percussion 
over  the  stomach  gives  the  best  example  of  the  first  kind  of  sound ; over  the 
distended  bladder,  of  the  second  ; and  over  the  liver,  of  the  third.” 

“ Certain  modifications  of  these  sounds  occasion  the  metallic  and  cracked-pot 
sound.” 

“The  terms  jecoral,  cardial,  pulmonal,  intestinal,  and  stomachal  (M.  Piorry), 
however,  may  be  used  to  express  these  modifications  of  sound  produced  in  per- 
cussing respectively  the  liver,  heart,  lungs,  intestines,  and  stomach.” 

“ Of  the  sounds  elicited  by  the  pulmonary  organs  in  health  and  in  disease. — I 
am  anxious  to  impress  upon  you,  that  the  sounds  which  may  be  heard  in  the 
lungs  are  like  nothing  but  themselves.” 

Natural  sounds  : 

Laryngeal  and  tracheal  sounds  or  murmurs  and  pectoriloquy. 

Bronchial  sounds  or  murmurs  and  bronchophony. 

Vesicular  respiratory  murmur. 

Alterations  of  the  natural  sounds  : 

Alterations  in  intensity : 

Puerile  respiration,  increased  intensity. 

Feeble  respiration,  diminished  intensity. 

Complete  absence  of  respiration. 

Alterations  of  character : 

Rude  or  harsh. 

Cavernous  ( hoarse  or  blowing). 

Amphoric,  or  metallic. 

Alterations  in  position.—' “It  frequently  happens  that  the  sounds  which 
are  natural  to  certain  parts  of  the  chest  are  heard  distinctly,  where  in 
health  they  are  never  detected.  Thus,  in  pneumonia,  bronchial,  or 
tubular  breathing,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  may  be  evident,  where  only 
a vesicular  murmur  ought  to  exist,”  &c. 

Alterations  in  rhythm. 

New  or  abnormal  sounds.—"  These  are  of  three  kinds:  1st  rubbim-  or 
friction  noises ; 2d,  moist  rattles  ; 3d,  vibrating  murmurs.” 

Rubbing,  or  friction  noises  “May  be  so  fine  as  to  resemble  the  rustling 
of  the  softest  silk,  or  so  coarse  as  to  sound  like  the  creaking  of  a saddle, 

kra  lno>  rasping,  &c. , and  between  these  two  extremes  you  mav  have  every 
intermediate  shade  of  friction  noise.” 
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Moist  rattles  ( crepitating /,  cavernous). — “ All  that  it  is  important  for  you  to 
determine  is,  that  the  sound  be  moist,  and  you  will  easily  recognise  that  the 
rattles  are  coarse  or  large,  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  tubes  or  ulcers  in 
which  they  are  produced,  and  the  amount  of  lluid  present.” 

Dry  vibrating  murmurs — “ May  be  occasioned  of  a fine  squeaking  (sibi- 
loits  murmur),  or  of  a hoarse  snoring  character  ( sonorous  murmur),  and 
between  the  two  extremes  there  may  be  all  kinds  of  variations,  to  which 
ingenious  people  have  applied  names.” 

The  vocal  resonance  — “ Occasionally  presents  a soft  reverberating  or 
trembling  noise,  like  the  bleating  of  a goat  {ceg aphony)?' 

“ Sometimes  the  resonance  gives  rise  to  a metallic  tinJcling,  a noise  similar  to 
that  caused  by  dropping  a shot  into  a large  metallic  basin,  or  the  note  produced 
by  rubbing  a wet  finger  rouud  the  edge  of  a tumbler  or  glass  vessel.” 

“ I wish,  then,  strongly  to  impress  upon  you — 

“1st.  That  the  different  sounds  are  only  indicative  of  certain  physical  con- 
ditions of  the  lung,  and  in  themselves  bear  no  fixed  relation  to  the  so-called 
diseases  of  systematic  writers. 

“2d.  No  single  acoustic  sign,  or  combination  of  signs,  is  invariably  pathog- 
nomonic of  any  certain  pathological  state, — and  conversely,  there  is  no  patho- 
logical state  which  is  invariably  accompanied  by  any  series  of  physical  signs. 

“ 3d.  Auscultation  is  only  one  of  the  means  whereby  we  can  arrive  at  a just 
diagnosis,  and  should  never  be  depended  on  alone.” 


Dr.  Walshe*  remarks,  under  the  head  of  Percussion:  “The  amount  of 
density  is  inferred  from  ( a ) The  nature  of  the  sound  elicited  by  percussion ; 
{b)  The  degree  of  resistance— in  other  words,  the  elasticity— of  the  body  per- 
cussed.” 

“ ( a ) Sound. — The  properties  of  percussion  sound,  which,  varying  with  the 
density,  and  some  other  physical  conditions  of  the  textures  and  materials  fur- 
nishing it,  possess  practical  importance,  are — its  degree  of  clearness  ; its  dura- 
tion ; and  it s quality .” 

“ [fj)  The  degree  of  resistance. — The  amount  of  resistance  varies  inversely  as 
the  clearness  of  the  percussion  sound,  and  directly  as  the  amount  of  bone  in 
the  walls.” 

“ Percussion  in  disease .” 

Alterations  of  sound. 

1.  Statical  signs. — “The  statical  changes  in  the  percussion-sound,  produced 
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by  disease,  are  comparatively  few  in  number,  and  simple  in  nature,  but  the 
indications  they  furnish  most  precise  and  valuable.  Concisely  stated,  these 
changes  are : 

“ Diminution  of  clearness  gradually  passing  into  perfect  dulness  the  duration 
of  the  sound  being  proportionally  shortened , and  the  sense  of  resistance 
increased.” 

Increase  of  clearness  and  of  duration,  with  decrease  ot  insistence. 

“ Increase  of  clearness  and  of  duration,  with  increase  ol  resistance. 

Alterations  of  quality. 

Wooden  type. 

Hollow  type , which  occurs  under  three  varieties,  tubular , amphoric > 
cracked-metal  ( bruit  de  pot  fete). 

Tympanitic  type. 

“The  area  within  which  loss  of  resonance  is  detected  may  either  be  fixed,  or 
changeable  with  the  position  of  the  patient 

2.  Dynamic  signs. — “ The  acts  of  inspiration  and  expiration  modify  the 
results  of  pulmonary  percussion  in  three  different  manners  : a,  by  altering  the 
volume  of  the  lungs ; b , by  altering  their  density  ; c,  by  altering  the  position 
of  the  heart  and  abdominal  viscera.” 

The  principal  signs  under  this  head  are — 

“Comparatively  deficient  increase  of  clearness  at  the  close  of  a full 
inspiration  on  either  side.” 

“ Comparatively  great  diminution  of  clearness  at  the  close  of  full  expi- 
ration.” 

“Comparatively  deficient  diminution  of  clearness  at  the  close  of  full 
expiration.” 

Auscultation. 

1.  In  health. — “Two  souuds,  discoverable  by  auscultation  of  the  breathing 
apparat  us  in  the  state  of  health,  attend  each  act  of  normal  respiration.”  “ These 
are  the  inspiratory  and  expiratory  sounds.” 

“ The  essential  or  primary  properties  of  these  sounds,  practically  considered,— 
those  which,  in  their  modified  states  especially,  possess  diagnostic  importance, 
— are:  special  character  and  quality ; pitch ; intensity ; duration ; liquidness; 
softness ; and  rhythm.” 

“ Although  in  originally  establishing  the  varieties  of  morbid  breathing,  every 
respiration-sound  requires  to  be  analysed  in  respect  of  these  various  properties, 
the  complexity  of  the  matter  is  much  less  in  actual  practice  thau  it  seems  ; for 
experience  proves  that  several  of  these  properties  are  almost  invariably  altered 
simultaneously,  and  of  course  such  compound  states  may  be  described  for  con- 
venience sake  by  single  phrases.” 

“ The  properties  of  the  sounds  differ  in  the  various  divisions  of  the  respira- 
tory organs;  for  each  of  these  divisions  there  is  a healthy  type  of  respiration, 
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termed  pulmonary ; bronchial  ; tracheal ; laryngeal ; jiharynyeal ; according  to 
the  part  of  the  respiratory  passages  from  which  the  sounds  audible  externally 
are  transmitted.” 

2.  In  disease. — “The  phenomena  discoverable  by  auscultation  of  the  lungs  in 
disease  are : — modified  breathing  sounds;  and  adventitious  sounds  produced  by  the 
act  of  respiration .” 

“ Modified  respiration-sounds. — It  is  extremely  rare  to  find  one  only  of  the 
primary  properties  of  the  respiratory  sounds  affected ; in  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  cases  two  or  more  of  them  suffer  alteration  at  the  same  time;  and 
thus  are  produced  compound  conditions  of  change,  which  may  be  described  as 
distinct  species  of  morbid  respiration,  and  classified  as  follows 

Species  of  unhealthy  respiration  distinguished  by  changes  of — 

Duration  and  intensity  ; exaggerated,  weak,  and  suppressed  respiration  : 

Rhythm,  either  solely  or  in  conjunction  with  other  properties;  jerking,  and 
divided  respiration ; deferred  inspiration  ; unfinished  inspiration ; altered  ratio 
of  inspiration  to  expiration  : 

“ Quality,  and,  in  addition,  other  properties ; harsh  and  bronchial  respiration, 
and  blowing  respiration,  with  its  main  varieties,  simple  and  hollow.” 

Exaggerated  respiration  is  also  called  “ supplementary ” and  “ puerile ” by 
different  authors. 

Weak  respiration  has  two  varieties — 1.  Superficial,  which  may  be  persistent 
or  intermittent.  2.  Deep-seated. 

Jerking  respiration  has  two  varieties — general ; partial. 

Simple  blowing  respiration  has  two  varieties — diffused  ; tubular. 

Hollow  respiration  has  two  varieties — cavernous  ; amphoric. 


“ Adventitious  sounds,  produced  within  the  thorax  by  the  act  of  breathing .” — 
“ In  these  there  is  actual  generation  of  new  phenomena.” 

“ These  adventitious  sounds  may  be  produced  in — {a)  the  air-passages,  or 
cavities  communicating  with  these ; ( b ) the  lung-substance ; (c)  the  pleural 
cavities ; (d)  the  mediastina ; (e)  the  thoracic  parieties ; (/)  the  neighbouring 
organs.” 


Adventitious  sounds  originating  in  the  air-passages. 

Rlionchi  or  rattles. — Divided  into  four  genera,  six  species,  five  varieties, 


thus  : 


Whistling 


/ High-pitched — “ sibilant.”  r Snoring. 

1 Low-pitched — “ sonorous” — -j  Rubbing. 

L Cooing. 


Crepitating. 
Crackling  { 
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“ Adventitious  sounds  originating  in  the  lung-substance  (pulmonary  pseudo- 
rhonclii).” 

“If  individuals,  whose  lungs  are  healthy,  or  diseased  only  at  the  apices, 
and  whose  breathing  is  habitually  calm,  are  made  suddenly  to  respire  deeply,  a 
peculiar,  fine,  dry  crepitation,  accompanying  inspiration  only,  may  often  be 
detected  at  the  bases  posteriorly.  But  after  two  or  three,  or  at  most  five  or 
six,  acts  of  respiration,  it  totally  disappears.  This  pseudo-rhonchal  sound  seems 
to  depend  on  the  sudden  and  forced  unfolding  of  air-cells,  which  are  unaffected 
by  the  calm  breathing  habitual  to  the  individual;  and  its  only  importance 
arises  from  the  possibility  of  confounding  it  with  crepitant  rhonchus .” 

“ The  pulmonary  compression  pseudo-rhonclius,  which  consists  of  a series  of  fine, 
very  dry  crepiti,  evolved  at  a peculiarly  slow  drawling  pace,  variable  in  number, 
but  generally  very  numerous,  and  commencing  towards  the  close  of  inspiration, 
or  in  some  cases,  apparently,  when  this  movement  has  almost  Ceased.” 

“Adventitious  sounds  in  the  pleura.” 

Pleural  friction  sounds — Grazing. 

Rubbing. 

Grating. 

Creaking. 

Rumbling. 

Pleural  pseudo-rhonclii. — “Moist  sounds,  rhonchoid  in  properties,  are 
producible  whenever  adventitious  tissue  within  the  pleura  is  infiltrated 
with  serosity,  and  the  movements  of  the  chest  continue  free." 

These  sounds  occur  in  two  forms — Squashy. 

Crackling. 

“Adventitious  sounds  in  the  mediastinaP 

“Crepitation,  inspiratory  and  expiratory,  of  variable  degrees  of  dryness, 
abundance,  and  size,  audible  iu  forced  respiration  only,  or  in  calm  breathing, 
constant  or  intermittent,  disappearing  after  a few  chest-expansions,  or  con- 
tinuing through  a long  examination,  is  sometimes  to  be  discovered  over  the 
sternum,  generally  or  partially,  while  it  is  completely  wanting  over  the  con- 
tiguous portions  of  lung.” 

“ When  the  cellular  tissue  is  infiltrated  with  serosity  and  air,  the  production 
of  such  sound  through  the  movements  of  the  chest  is  quite  intelligible.” 

“ This  pseudo-rhonchus  derives  its  clinical  interest  from  the  likelihood  of  its 
being  mistaken  for  the  crepitant  rhonchus  of  marginal  pneumonia.” 

“ Adventitious  sounds  in  the  thoracic  parietes.” 

“Various  sounds,  generated  in  the  framework  of  the  thorax  and  its  integu- 
ments by  the  breathing  movements,  aided  or  not  by  the  pressure  of  the 
stethoscope,  derive  interest  from  the  chance  of  their  being  confounded  with 
intra-lhoracic  sounds.”  “ There  is  scarcely  a form  of  pulmonary  morbid  sound 
that  may  not  be  thus  simulated.” 
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“ Adventitious  sounds  produced  in  neighbouring  organs.” — The  rhonchoid  noise, 
caused  by  swallowing  saliva,  and  by  intestinal  borborygmi ; the  bursting  of 
bubbles  within  a stomach  distended  with  gas. 

Resonance  of  the  voice. 

In  health. — Natural — laryngophony  : 

„ tracheophony : 

„ bronchophony. 

In  disease. — “The  natural  vocal  resonance  may  be  diminished  or  increased  in 
intensity  without  or  with  alteration  in  quality.  Its  perversions  may  be 
arranged  thus — 

Diminished  intensity  0 

J L Suppressed. 

Increased  intensity  1 Exaggerated.  [Simple 

J \ Bronchophony — < Pectornoquous,  amphoric. 

(.  iEgophonic. 

Resonance  of  the  cough. 

In  health. 

In  disease. — “The  modified  states  of  the  pulmonary  cough,  which  occur  in 
disease,”  are  the — Bronchial, 

Cavernous, 

Amphoric. 

Phenomena  common  to  the  respiratory  sounds,  to  rhonchi , and  to  the  resonance 
of  the  voice  ami  cough. 

“ Differing  from  all  the  morbid  conditions  hitherto  considered,  the  phenomena 
termed  amphoric  echo  and  metallic  tinkling  attend  the  acts  of  breathing,  'of 
coughing,  and  of  speaking. 

Sounds  and  murmurs  of  the  heart,  as  transmitted  through  the  substance  of  the 
lungs. 

Succussion. — “ Produced  by  abrupt  collision  of  air  and  liquid  in  an  echoing 
space  of  large  dimensions.” 


Theoretically,  it  is  of  little  consequence  what  terms  are 
chosen  to  identify  certain  things,  provided  that  their  mean- 
ing is  clearly  understood  by  those  by  whom,  and  for 
whom,  they  are  used.  But  in  the  practical  application  of 
any  science  or  art,  it  is  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  use 
as  few  terms  as  possible,  and  to  choose  those  which  are 
plain,  and  easily  remembered.  In  the  descriptions  of  the 
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plates  of  this  work  this  fact  has  been  kept  in  view, 
and,  therefore,  instead  of  selecting  terms  because  they 
might  be  most  euphonious,  or  because  their  etymology 
proved  to  be  most  consistent  with  their  application  to 
particular  things,  I have  chosen  those  which  I find  most 
familiar  in  the  mouths  of  men  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
correct  auscultation,  and  which,  I believe,  most  students 
will  find  retaining  a place  in  their  own  vocabularies  after  a 
few  years  of  active  public  or  private  practice. 


They  are  few  in  number  and  most  of  them  short,  thus  : 

{Harsh. 

Sg. 

Supplemental. 

2.  Bronchial  a . 

S.  Cavernous  } breatlnn&’  C0USh  or  V0ice' 

4.  Rhonchus  i Used  for  “ sonorous  rhonchus  ” and  “ sibilant 
5.  Sibil  us  J rhonchus.” 

6.  Crepitation  | Smalt  }^se(^  f°r  “subcrepitant  rhonchus.” 

7.  Fine  crepitation,  used  for  “ crepitant  rhonchus.” 

8.  Gurgling. 

9.  Friction  sound,  of  various  characters. 

10.  Gutta  cadens,  commonly  called  metallic  tinkling. 

11.  Metallic  tinkling,  do.  do. 

12.  Amphoric  echo. 

13.  Bruit  de  pot  fele.  1 Retained  only  because  they  have  become 

14.  iEgophony.  i familiar  as  names  for  certain  sounds. 

15.  Succussion  sound. 

16.  Percussion  sound,  normal. 

17. 

1 8-  » „ 

19*  » » 

20- 

21.  ,,  „ 

22.  Vocal  fremitus. 

23.  Rhonchal  fremitus. 


impaired. 

dull. 

amphoric. 

tympanitic. 

metallic. 
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Any  further  varieties  in  the  general  characters,  the  pitch, 
the  timbre,  the  reciprocation,  &c.,  of  these  sounds,  may  lie 
described  in  appropriate  terms  (see  Chap.  Ill)  by  the 
observer,  and  should  be  mentioned  as  something  supple- 
mental to  the  more  usual  characteristics.  In  drawing  up 
the  descriptions  to  the  plates  contained  in  this  work,  it 
was  thought  that  to  dwell  upon  these  minor  modifications 
would  only  confuse  the  more  important  signs  : as  far  as 
practicable,  therefore,  they  are  omitted. 


CHAPTER  V. 


Systematic  restrictions  now  cast  aside — Clinical  utility  and  convenience  fol- 
lowed in  future — Important  assistance  to  be  gained  from  a kind  of  “ ready 
reckoning”  learned  by  experience — Suggestions  to  facilitate  its  acquire- 
ment— Inspection  and  topography — Systems  of  Dr.  Davies,  Dr.  Sibson, 
Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams — Objections  to  these  and  others — Importance  of  a 
basis  on  universal  facts,  such  as  the  obvious  anatomical  points  of  the  body 
— Objection  to  numerous  instruments  at  the  bedside — Simple  guides  in 
the  practice  of  Inspection — Mensuration — Palpation — Auscultation  and 
Percussion — Means  of  most  easily  acquiring  a knowledge  of  these — 
Sources  of  typical  sounds — Directions  for  experiments  on  inanimate  bodies 
to  educate  the  ear — Suggestions  for  facilitating  correct  diagnosis. 


Hitherto  we  have  been  restricted  to  a systematic 
consideration  of  onr  subject  in  its  different  divisions,  that 
the  mind  might  clearly  appreciate  the  theories  and  nomen- 
clature of  phenomena  • in  the  same  manner  as  in  teaching  a 
person  to  read,  we  first  make  him  acquainted  with  the 
forms  and  names  of  individual  letters  placed  in  alphabetical 
succession,  and  with  the  particular  value  of  each  in  relation 
to  sound.  If  I have  succeeded  in  thus  making  intelligible 
and  impressing  on  the  memory  the  acoustic  conditions 
essential  to  the  existence  and  appreciation  of  the  principal 
sounds  of  auscultation,  we  may  now  cast  off  the  restrictions 
of  systems  and  classifications,  and  henceforth  take  clinical 
utility  and  convenience  alone  for  our  guide. 

The  facts  and  principles  already  learned  must  be  ever 
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fixed  in  the  mind,  as  our  alphabet  and  grammar,  to  which 
we  can  refer  in  case  of  need ; for  as  in  the  earliest  attempts 
to  read,  after  learning  the  alphabet,  it  is  difficult  to  re- 
cognise the  letters  now  removed  from  their  familiar  order 
of  succession  ; and  as  in  the  first  attempts  to  speak  a new 
language,  the  grammar  of  which  we  know  by  heart,  we 
find  ourselves  frequently  at  a loss  for  the  inflections  of  words, 
and  are  obliged  to  decline  and  conjugate  them  mentally  to 
find  a required  case  or  tense ; so  do  we  find  most  remark- 
ably in  clinical  experience,  that  signs  and  symptoms  per- 
fectly familiar  to  us  in  description,  in  systematic  order,  and 
in  theoretic  meaning,  puzzle  and  elude  identification  when 
first  met  with  in  practice,  out  of  their  classes,  amidst  new 
associations,  or  variously  masked  by  combination. 

Even  the  most  precise  arithmeticians,  when  called  upon 
for  sudden  mental  calculations,  are  obliged  to  adopt  some 
plan  of  “ ready  reckoning  and  something  like  this  assis- 
tance is  also  needed  at  the  bedside — where  we  are  so  often 
called  upon  to  make  sudden  and  important  deductions — 
that  we  may  seize  upon  the  diagnostic  features  of  disease, 
and  place  landmarks  for  the  separation  of  group  from 
group.  To  do  this  well  is  one  of  the  chief  acquirements 
of  experience,  and  can  be  thoroughly  learned  only  by  the 
observation  of  disease  ; but  I hope  to  be  able  to  facilitate  its 
acquirement  by  the  following  suggestions,  and  to  fulfil  the 
promise  made  at  p.  37,  by  giving  some  directions  by 
which  to  smooth  the  path  of  clinical  investigation  into  the 
physical  signs  of  disease  within  the  chest. 

And  first  of  Inspection. 

Observation  of  changes  in  the  form  or  movements  of  the 
chest  is  of  great  use  in  diagnosis,  because  it  may,  at  a 
glance,  lead  the  mind  to  an  appropriate  set  of  ideas  relative 
to  the  seat  of  disease,  and  thus  facilitate  and  give  point  to 
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the  further  examination  of  the  patient.  This  is  within 
the  proper  sphere  of  inspection ; it  should  be  one  of  our  first 
guides  in  a careful  physical  investigation, — as  the  traveller 
on  first  entering  a new  locality  takes  a general  survey  of 
the  place  to  learn  the  cardinal  points,  and  the  general 
bearings  of  the  various  pathways,  before  proceeding  on  any 
one  of  them  for  more  minute  exploration. 

It  is  certainly  possible  to  prosecute  inspection  with  such 
analytical  detail,  as  to  form,  in  some  cases,  a fair  diagnosis 
from  it  alone,  as  it  is  also  possible  for  a musician  to  play  a 
whole  symphony  upon  one  chord  of  his  instrument ; but 
this  sort  of  “ harping  upon  one  string”  is  what  I would 
particularly  point  out  for  avoidance,  as  a very  hazardous 
practice,  subject  at  any  moment  to  break  down  when  least 
suspected,  and  at  the  most  critical  junctures.  A safe 
diagnosis  must  be  based  upon  the  conjunction  of  evidence 
from  many  sources.  I shall  not,  therefore,  enter  into  all 
the  details  which  can  be  worked  up  on  the  subject  of 
inspection,  but  rather  attempt  to  lay  down  a few  common- 
sense  directions  for  guidance  in  practice. 

It  has  been  the  custom  for  teachers  of  auscultation  to 
adopt  or  to  contrive  some  plan  of  mapping  out  the  chest- 
surface  into  regions  and  spaces,  and  to  give  names  to  each 
of  these.  Of  such  arrangements  it  will  be  sufficient  to  give 
the  following  examples  : 

Dr.  Herbert  Davies  prefers  the  topographical  arrange- 
ment designed  by  his  father. 


2.  The  anterior-superior  region. 

3.  The  superior  mammary. 

4.  The  submannnary. 
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5.  The  axillary. 

6.  The  superior-lateral. 

7.  The  inferior-lateral. 

8.  The  supra-spinal. 

9.  The  infra-spinal. 

10.  The  inter-scapular. 

1 1 . The  dorsal,  to  which  he  adds 

12.  The  supra-clavicular. 

Dr.  Sibson  has  made  a very  concise  mapping,  thus  : — 

f Right  pulmonic. 

The  simple  regions,  j Left  pulmonic. 

(.Cardiac. 

^Pulmo-hepatic. 

Pulmo-gastric. 

The  compound  regions,  ( Right  pulmo-cardiac. 

Left  pulmo-cardiac. 

^ Pulmo-vasal. 

And  Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  gives  a somewhat  different 
plan  from  either  of  these. 

1.  Clavicular  (subclavian  of  Laennec). 

2.  Infra- clavicular  (anterior-superior,  Laennec). 

3.  Mammary. 

4.  Infra-mammary. 

5.  Superior  sternal. 

6.  Middle  sternal. 

7.  Inferior  sternal. 

8.  Axillary. 

9.  Lateral. 

10.  Inferior-lateral. 

11.  Acromial. 

12.  Scapular. 

13.  Inter-scapular. 

14.  Inferior  dorsal. 
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Many  other  arrangements  may  be  found,  each  differing, 
in  some  respects,  from  the  rest ; and  any  one  of  these 
may  be  adopted  by  those  who  desire  it,  but  in  my  opinion 
they  had  better  all  be  rejected.  The  simple  fact  that 
there  are  so  many  arrangements  destroys  the  use  of  any  one 
— because  the  only  object  in  making  them  must  be  to 
facilitate  the  accurate  description  of  the  site  of  disease. 
But  as  there  are  numerous  plans  of  topography,  the  divi- 
sions of  which  differ  in  their  limits,  no  accuracy  of  descrip- 
tion can  be  obtained  by  their  use  unless  we  first  state,  in 
each  case,  the  author  of  the  arrangement  followed  ; and 
then  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  definitions,  otherwise  it 
will  only  be  intelligible  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
same  author ; and  at  last,  some  further  method  of  division 
must  be  adopted,  to  indicate  how  much,  and  what  portion, 
of  any  region  is  affected. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  terms  of  science 
shall  be  clearly  intelligible  to  as  large  a number  of  persons 
as  possible;  and  hence,  whenever  it  is  practicable,  they 
should  be  based  upon  universal  facts.  In  the  present 
instance,  we  have  a basis  of  this  kind  in  the  obvious  anato- 
mical joints,  such  as  the  clavicle,  its  two  ends  and  middle; 
the  scapula  with  its  angles  and  spine ; the  sternum  with  its 
divisions ; the  ribs  with  their  numbers,  their  angles,  their 
cartilages,  &c.;  the  axillae;  the  nipples;  the  intercostal  spaces 
with  their  numbers ; and  the  spaces  above  and  below  the 
bones  mentioned.  These  anatomical  points,  which  are 
familiar  to  all,  may  be  taken  as  the  landmarks  from  and  to 
which  measurements  may  be  made,  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy  desired. 

And  by  having  a scale  of  inches  marked  upon  the  ear- 
piece or  some  other  part  of  the  stethoscope,  a gauge  is 
always  at  hand.  Other  apparatus  should  only  be  kept  in 
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reserve  for  special  occasions,  to  test  the  accuracy  of  more 
simple  guides ; to  see  a physician  at  the  bedside  con- 
stantly accompanied  by  a hammer,  a pleximeter,  and  a 
chest-measurer,  besides  his  stethoscope,  is  not  only  most 
alarming  to  his  patient,  but  a pitiable  admission  of  clumsi- 
ness in  the  use  of  natural  gifts. 

To  proceed  then  with  some  simple  guides  to  inspection. 
The  chest  may  be  variously  deformed  from  causes  indepen- 
dent of  disease  of  the  lungs  or  pleura.  Setting  these 
alterations  aside : if  one  portion  of  the  chest  is  depressed, 
it  is  due  either  to  disease  of  the  lung  beneath,  causing 
diminished  power  of  expansion,  and  obliging  the  chest-wall 
to  sink  down  upon  it,  as  in  tuberculous  excavations ; or  to 
compression  of  the  lung  from  some  cause  external  to  itself — 
most  probably  in  the  pleura — the  depressing  cause  having 
disappeared,  and  the  chest-wall  being  allowed  to  apply 
itself  to  the  diminished  lung,  as  after  empyema. 

If  one  portion  of  the  chest  is  enlarged , it  is  due  either  to 
increased  function  of  the  enclosed  lung,  compensatory  to 
loss  of  function  at  some  other  part ; or  to  diseased  increase 
in  the  size  of  the  enclosed  lung,  as  in  emphysema ; or  to 
an  accumulation  of  some  abnormal  matter  in  the  chest,  as 
in  the  case  of  intra-thoracic  tumour,  empyema,  hydro- 
thorax,  or  pneumothorax.  When  this  matter  is  in  the 
pleural  sac,  its  specific  gravity  will  influence  its  position. 


MOVEMENTS  OE  THE  CHEST. 

The  normal  respiratory  movements,  when  carefully 
examined,  during  ordinary  quiet  breathing,  and  during 
forced  expiration  or  inspiration,  illustrate  the  principal 
deviations  met  with  in  disease.  They  are  well  shown  in 
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the  accompanying  figures  (figs.  4 and  5),  first  designed  by 
Mr.  Hutchinson  (vol.  xxiv,  ‘ Royal  Med.-Chir.  Trans.’), 
in  which  the  outer  black  line  indicates  ordinary  respiration 
in  the  two  sexes,  the  thickness  of  the  line  representing  the 
extent  of  movement ; the  inner  black  line  forced  expiration, 
and  the  dotted  line  forced  inspiration. 


Respiratory  movements  in 
the  male. 


Eig.  5. 


Respiratory  movements  in 
the  female. 


It  is  here  seen  that  in  health  the  thoracic  movements 
predominate  in  the  female,  the  abdominal  in  the  male.  If, 
therefore,  the  breathing  movements  in  a man  should  have 
the  character  of  those  normal  to  a woman,  they  would  in 
him  indicate  disease,  and  be  called  " thoracic  respiration.” 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  breathing  movements  of  a woman 
should  have  the  character  of  those  normal  to  a man,  they 

a\  ould  in  her  indicate  disease,  and  be  called  “ abdominal 
respiration.” 

Again,  it  is  shown  by  the  figure,  that  in  both  sexes  the 
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movement  of  forced  inspiration  predominates  in  the  thoracic 
portion,  as  indicated  by  the  dotted  line,  and  that  while  the 
chest-wall  is  elevated,  the  abdomen  actually  recedes.  This 
may  be  particularly  observed  when  the  respiration  is 
rendered  forced  and  labouring  by  disease. 

MOVEMENTS  OF  THE  CHEST  IN  DISEASE. 

If  the  thoracic  breathing  acts  are  in  excess,  the  disease  is 
one  either  interfering  with  the  action  of  the  diaphragm,  as 
in  peritonitis  ; or  in  which  the  difficulty  of  getting  air  into 
the  lungs  is  so  great  that  all  the  muscles  of  the  chest-wall 
are  exerted,  to  attempt — by  elevating  it  and  taking  off  the 
pressure  from  the  lungs — to  induce  the  further  expansion  of 
those  organs  and  the  consequent  ingress  of  air,  as  in  some 
cases  of  bronchitis,  spasmodic  asthma,  and  the  like. 

If  the  abdominal  breathing  acts  are  in  excess,  the  disease 
is  one  requiring  the  diaphragm,  to  compensate,  by  excess  of 
action,  for  deficient  action  in  the  muscles  of  the  chest, — for 
loss  of  the  healthy  resiliency  of  the  lung, — or  for  both. 

If  the  breathing  acts  are  one-sided,  it  may  be  due  to 
deficiency  on  one  side,  or  to  excess  on  the  other,  or  to  both, — 
the  excess  compensating  for  deficiency;  and  these  affections 
may  be  in  the  chest- wall,  as  in  intercostal  neuralgia,  in  the 
pleura,  or  in  the  lung. 

If  the  expansile  action  is  deficient  but  elevation  remains, 
the  loss  of  power  is  in  the  lung,  but  it  may  be  due  to  disease 
of  its  own  structure,  as  in  phthisis,  or  to  pressure  from 
without,  as  in  consolidation  from  the  pressure  of  inter- 
pleural fluid. 

If  tie  expiratory  movement  is  undue  in  length,  the  disease 
is  one  offering  an  impediment  to  the  escape  of  tidal  air 
from  the  lungs,  which  may  be  due  to  actual  obstruction  in 
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the  tubes,  or  to  loss  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  lung  to 
contract  upon  the  air  and  expel  it.  Thus  it  occurs  in 
bronchitis,  in  tubercle,  and  to  its  greatest  extent  in  emphy- 
sema. 

If  the  respiratory  movements  are  excessive  in  rapidity , it 
may  be  due  to  any  disease  preventing  the  full  expansion  of 
the  lungs  at  each  inspiration,  whence  an  attempt  is  made  to 
compensate  the  loss  of  quantity  by  increased  rate ; or  to 
imperfectly  aerated  blood,  or  to  any  disease  increasing  the 
rapidity  of  the  circulation,  whence  an  attempt  is  made  to 
supply  air  to  the  blood  at  a rate  proportionate  to  the  demand. 

If  both  thoracic  and  abdominal  breathing  movements  are 
deficient,  it  is  due  to  a combination  of  diseases  interfering 
with  the  action  of  the  diaphragm  and  the  external  muscles 
of  the  chest,  or  to  paralysis,  or  most  probably  to  general 
exhaustion,  in  which  case  the  deficient  action  will  be  broken 
at  intervals  by  a sighing  inspiration,  as  sufficient  power 
accumulates  for  the  effort. 

MENSURATION. 

When  inspection  of  the  chest  indicates  any  abnormal 
character  the  amount  of  deviation  may  be  estimated  by 
mensuration,  or  if  the  eye  fails  to  detect  any  deviation  from 
the  state  of  health,  the  correctness  of  inspection  may  be 
tested  by  the  rule  ; hence  in  minute  examinations  mensura- 
tion  must  form  a part. 

palpation  . 

Palpation  of  the  chest  is  only  one  of  the  many  instances 
by  which  the  importance  of  educating  all  the  special  senses 
is  illustrated  in  medical  practice.  By  it  we  may  learn,  among 
other  matters- — 

1.  The  amount  of  resistance  in  percussion  offered  to  the 
percuting  finger. 
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2.  The  degree  to  which  the  vibrations  ( fremitus ) of  the 
thoracic  organs  are  influenced  by  disease,  and  to  which  the 
transmission  of  these  is  increased  or  diminished  by  inter- 
posing media. 

3.  The  presence  of  fluid,  indicated  by  fluctuation. 

4.  The  comparative  temperature  of  different  parts  of  the 
surface,  and  the  like. 

None  of  these  means  of  acquiring  knowledge  is  to  be 
neglected,  and  the  relation  of  what  is  learnt  from  one  to  that 
obtained  by  another  is  especially  deserving  of  attention. 

AUSCULTATION. 

1 . Learn  to  be  perfectly  certain  that  a respiratory  mur- 
mur is  healthy ; that  is,  that  it  comes  from  vesicular  lung- 
substance  in  its  healthiest  state,  and  is  conducted  to  the 
chest-wall  through  structures  in  their  healthiest  state.  You 
will  then  be  able  to  say,  what  few  physicians  can  venture 
upon,  “ There  is  no  disease  in  this  portion  of  lung  which 
physical  diagnosis  is  at  present  capable  of  detecting.”  There 
is  only  one  means  by  which  to  acquire  this  knowledge, 
viz.,  listen  to  the  healthy  chest  until  its  sounds  are  indelibly 
impressed  upon  the  mind.  For  vesicular  respiratory  mur- 
mur, listen  below  the  centre  of  the  clavicle  in  front,  and 
beneath  the  inferior  angle  of  the  scapula  behind.  Do  this 
in  an  infant,  a child  of  five  to  ten  years  old,  an  adult  man, 
an  adult  woman,  an  old  man,  an  old  woman.  In  each  case 
examine  a thin  subject  and  a fat  one ; and  in  each  case, 
in  immediate  association  with  the  respiratory  sounds, 
examine  those  of  the  voice,  cough,  forced  breathing, 
whispering,  and  percussion.  After  each  examination  think 
carefully  over  what  you  have  heard,  and  return  again  to 
examine  and  to  think  until  you  can  call  up  in  the  mind,  at 
will,  the  characters  of  the  sounds  you  have  heard.  Attach 
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especial  value  to  their  essentially  individual  characteristics 
(see  p.  26). 

Should  this  appear  to  auy  one  too  severe  a lesson,  let  him 
give  up  the  idea  ol  ever  becoming  a competent  auscultatoi, 
for  sooner  or  later  he  will  find  that  there  is  no  shorter  or 
easier  way  of  arriving  at  that  end  ; and  it  will  be  less 
tedious  and  less  disappointing  to  begin  at  first  upon  the 
sure  road.  It  is  astonishing  how  much  you  have  learned, 
negatively  and  positively,  when  you  know  healthy  vesicular 
sounds  under  their  typical  varieties.  It  is  the  most  delicate 
point  in  the  whole  practice  of  auscultation. 

2.  Impress  clearly  on  the  memory  the  breathing,  cough, 
whisper,  and  voice  sounds  of  the  trachea ; which  may  be 
heard  through  the  stethoscope  placed  over  any  portion  of 
that  tube ; and  remember  that  these  sounds  are  typical  of 
a cavity  of  considerable  size,  with  walls  of  a certain  degree 
of  smoothness  and  hardness. 

3.  Familiarise  the  ear  with  the  sounds  of  breathing, 
cough,  whisper,  and  voice,  in  a bronchial  tube;  and  especially 
with  the  distinctive  characters  of  these  compared  with  the 
vesicular  and  tracheal  sounds.  This  may  be  done,  in  most 
healthy  chests,  by  following  with  the  stethoscope  the  course 
of  the  trachea  down  to  its  bifurcation  (see  fig.  6),  and 
listening,  as  you  proceed,  to  the  change  of  sound  in  passing 
from  the  main  tube  to  either  of  its  branches;  and  still 
advancing,  watch  the  change  as  the  bronchus  becomes 
imbedded  more  deeply  in  vesicular  lung-substance.  When 
you  have  lost  the  bronchial,  and  hear  only  the  vesicular 
sounds,  place  the  stethoscope  over  the  back  of  the  chest, 
between  the  scapulae,  in  a line  with  the  second  and  third 
dorsal  vertebrae,  where  again  you  Avill  recognise  the  bronchial 
sounds.  (In  a few  healthy  chests  bronchial  sounds  cannot  be 
heard  in  these  regions.) 
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4.  Particularly  bear  in  mind  why  you  lost  the  bronchial 
sounds,  which  though  lost  did  not  the  less  exist,  but  were 
simply  inaudible  at  the  surface  of  the  chest,  when  vesicular 
air-containing  lung-substance  intervened. 
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Position  of  tlie  lungs  midway  between  expiration  and  inspiration,  and  the 
relations  of  the  trachea  and  principal  bronchi  to  the  ribs  and  sternum. 

5.  Remember  that  healthy  vesicular  murmur  cannot  be 
imitated  by  anything,  but  must  always  come  from  healthy 
lung;  but  do  not  forget  that  as  it  obscures  the  sounds 
which  you  know  are  passing  beneath  it  in  the  healthy 
bronchi,  so  may  the  sounds  of  disease  be  going  on  beneath 
it  and  yet  be  inaudible ; and  remember  also  that  in  its 
turn  vesicular  murmur  may  exist,  but  not  be  heard. 

6.  Remember  that  tracheal  sounds  always  indicate  disease 
when  heard  elsewhere  than  over  the  trachea, — that  in  health 
there  is  no  cavity  in  the  lung  large  enough  to  yield  them 
after  you  have  passed  the  first,  bone  of  the  sternum. 
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7.  Remember  that  bronchial  sounds  always  indicate 
disease  when  heard  elsewhere  than  at  the  two  points,  in 
which  you  have  already  found  them  in  the  healthy  chest; 
but  do  not  forget  that  they  exist  throughout  the  whole 
bronchial  tree,  and  need  only  a change  in  the  conducting 
medium  to  bring  them  audibly  to  the  surface  (see  Conduc- 
tion of  Sound,  p.  14). 

8.  Familiarise  the  ear  with  the  breathing  sounds  through 
your  own  nose  during  slow,  quick,  and  forced  respiration, 
and  with  all  the  varieties  you  can  produce  by  different 
degrees  of  compression  applied  to  the  nares ; also  take 
notice  of  the  nasal  breathing  sounds  when  you  are  suffering 
from  catarrh.  For  many  of  the  sounds  to  be  heard  in  the 
chest,  due  to  alteration  in  the  calibre  and  in  the  mucous 
lining  of  bronchial  tubes,  may  be  thus  learned,  with  the 
advantage  of  being  able  to  identify  the  cause  of  each. 

Educate  the  ear  by  experiments  on  inanimate  bodies. 
Take  a piece  of  vulcanized  rubber  tubing,  three  feet 
long  and  two  lines  in  the  bore : with  this  a number  of 
useful  lessons  may  be  learned.  Rest  about  half  the  tube 
on  the  table  or  against  a wall  and  apply  a stethoscope  upon 
it  lightly ; listen,  while,  with  one  end  of  the  tube  in  the 
mouth,  you  inspire  and  expire  through  it  alternately.  The 
sounds  heard  will  be  something  like  loud  bronchial  breath- 
ing. Make  pressure  upon  one  portion  of  the  tube  so  as  to 
diminish  its  calibre  at  that  part,  and,  if  it  is  perfectly  dry, 
sibilant  sounds  will  be  produced  when  the  tube  is  most 
compressed,  and  sonorous  snoring  rhonchus  when  the  calibre 
is  only  slightly  diminished.  By  varying  the  extent  and 
degree  of  compression,  changes  in  the  character  and  pitch 
of  the  breathing  sounds  may  be  produced,  as  numerous  as 
those  heard  in  the  chest.  It  is  most  interesting  to  observe 


62 


AUSCULTATION  01?  INANIMATE  BODIES. 


the  effect  of  moisture  in  tlie  tube,  and  how  minute  a quantity 
affects  its  sounds.  If  sixty  drops  of  water  are  put  into  the 
three-foot  tube,  and  the  auscultation  and  breathing  repeated 
as  before,  large  crepitation , most  abundant  and  loud,  will 
appear  to  fill  the  tube  for  a considerable  part  of  its  length. 
If  pressure  is  now  made,  as  for  the  production  of  rlionchus 
and  sibilus,  the  size  of  the  crepitation  will  diminish  as  the 
calibre  of  the  tube  is  decreased.  If  we  empty  the  tube 
and  blow  through  it  to  expel  all  the  moisture  possible,  and 
again  auscult  it,  crepitation  will  be  heard,  not  of  the  same 
character  as  before,  but  more  crackling,  yet  still  distinctly 
bubbling;  and  if  the  tube  is  compressed  the  sounds  become 
smaller,  and  assume  nearly  the  character  which  they  had 
before  the  water  was  emptied  out.  At  parts  where  the 
tube  appears  dryer,  loud  rhonchus  is  heard,  less  musical  and 
harsher  than  from  the  dry  compressed  tube.  So  slight  an 
amount  of  moisture  is  sufficient  to  give  the  crepitation  and 
rhonchus,  that  it  is  most  difficult,  having  once  moistened 
the  tube,  to  get  it  again  so  dry  as  not  to  produce  these 
sounds ; so  that  we  cannot  help  wondering  how  it  is  that 
the  human  air-tubes  are  ever  free  from  rhonchi  and  crepita- 
tions, when  lubricated  by  even  their  normal  amount  of 
secretion. 

Take  a vulcanized  rubber  ball,  with  a hole  in  one  side, 
partly  fill  it  with  water,  and  introduce,  through  the  hole,  a 
tube  with  its  extremity  beneath  the  surface  of  the  fluid. 
By  listening  through  a stethoscope  placed  on  the  ball 
while  we  breathe  through  the  tube,  gurgling  will  be 
heard  in  the  ball,  varying  in  its  character  with  the  force  of 
breathing,  the  size  of  the  tube,  and  the  depth  of  the  fluid 
through  which  the  air  has  to  pass.  The  smaller  the  aper- 
ture of  the  tube  the  more  the  gurgling  loses  its  distinctive 
characters  and  approaches  to  crepitation. 


AUSCULTATION  OP  INANIMATE  BODIES.  63 

-If  a dry  ball  and  tube  are  now  taken  and  ausculted 
again  during  respiration,  breathing  sounds  of  cavernous 
character  are  heard.  These,  however,  are  best  learned  by 
auscultation  of  the  trachea  ; but  a point  of  interest  may  be 
noticed,  viz.,  that  the  sounds  of  breathing  and  voice  in 
the  ball  appear  to  penetrate  the  stethoscope  much  more 
than  the  same  sounds  traversing  a large  tube.  This  may 
be  demonstrated  by  ausculting,  first,  the  ball ; then  a 
vulcanized  rubber  tube,  half  an  inch  in  the  diameter  of  its 
bore. 

The  sound  of  succussion  is  well  imitated  by  filling 
a water  cushion  partly  with  Efir  and  partly  with  water,  and 
then  either  jolting  it  in  such  a manner  as  to  dash  the  water 
against  the  wall  of  the  cushion,  or  shaking  it  so  as  only  to 
splash  the  water  upon  itself.  The  sound  will  be  more 
gurgling  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former  case.  (See  p.  13.) 

If  a glass  bell  is  suspended  in  ah-  and  then  a small 
blast  of  wind  suddenly  directed  against  its  margin,  we  may 
hear,  first,  the  rush  of  the  air,  and  then,  following  it  at  a 
distinct  interval,  a faint  ring  of  the  bell ; the  same  effect  is 
produced  if  the  gust  is  directed  against  the  interior  wall  of 
the  bell.  This  corresponds  in  essential  characters  with  the 
sound  called  metallic  tinlcliny.  (See  pp.  12  and  24.) 

If  we  now  suspend  lightly  a thin  glass  or  metal  flask, 
so  that  it  can  ring  when  struck ; and  while  listening  atten- 
tively, with  the  ear  close  to,  but  not  touching,  the  wall,  pour 
some  water  slowly,  drop  by  drop,  into  it  from  the  neck, 
a dropping  is  heard  accompanied  by  a slight  ringing, 
but  quite  distinct  from  the  sound  of  the  last  experiment. 
This  dropping  corresponds  in  essential  characters  with  the 
sound  called  gutta  cadens.  As  the  water  collects  in  the 
flask  the  dropping  becomes  more  dead,  is  raised  in  pitch, 
and  the  ring  of  the  flask  is  lost.  (See  pp.  12  and  24.) 
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The  difference  in  character  and  in  acoustic  conditions 
between  tympanitic  and  amphoric  resonance  on  percussion 
may  be  learned  by  the  simple  experiment  pointed  out 
by  me  in  the  ‘Medical  Times  and  Gazette,’  May  20th, 
1858. 

“ Tympanitic  resonance  requires  that  the  cavity  per- 
cussed shall  be  full  of  air,  but  shall  not  communicate  freely 
with  external  air. 

“ Amphoric  resonance  requires  that  the  cavity  percussed 
shall  communicate  freely  with  external  air. 

“ That  is,  in  the  former  case,  the  volume  of  air  must  be 
more  or  less  confined  ; in  the  latter,  it  must  not  be  con- 
fined at  all.  The  simplest  demonstration  of  this  difference 
may  be  made  by  procuring  one  of  the  vulcanized  rubber 
balls,  now  common  as  toys.  Seal  up  the  small  hole  in  it 
and  percussion  will  yield  tympanitic  resonance ; unseal  the 
hole,  and  the  resonance  will  still  be  imperfectly  tympanitic, 
the  aperture  being  too  small  for  free  communication  with 
the  external  air ; cut  the  hole  large  enough  that  no  hissing 
is  produced  by  the  escaping  air  when  the  ball  is  suddenly 
compressed,  i.  e.,  large  enough  to  admit  of  free  communi- 
cation with  the  external  ail-,  and  percussion  will  elicit 
amphoric  resonance.” 

The  varieties  of  percussion  sound  yielded  by  different 
bodies  may  be  learned  with  great  advantage  by  percussing 
a waterproof  cushion  filled  with  different  kinds  of  matter, 
as  water,  air,  wool,  saw-dust.  We  may  particularly  observe 
the  change  in  the  percussion  note  while  the  cushion  is 
more  and  more  distended  with  air.  Percussion  should  in 
fact  be  practised  upon  bodies  of  all  kinds,  until  the  ear  is 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  differences  of  each,  and  can 
identify  them  with  the  eyes  shut. 

The  sound  called  bruit  de  pot  fete  may  be  very 
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closely  imitated  by  taking  one  of  the  vulcanized-rubber- 
balls  with  a small  aperture  in  one  side,  already  mentioned, 
and  while  it  is  placed  upon  a table,  lay  one  finger  upon  it 
as  a pleximetor,  and  then  percuss  the  ball,  the  air  from 
which  puffs  out  at  the  hole : if  a small  glass  or  metal  tube 
is  pushed  into  the  hole  so  as  to  project  a little  into  the 
cavity  of  the  ball,  the  sound  of  the  air  in  escaping  acquires 
a more  metallic  quality. 

In  this  experiment  we  learn  the  acoustic  conditions 
essential  to  the  sound  in  question,  viz.,  a space  bounded  by 
elastic  compressible  walls,  containing  air,  communicating 
with  the  external  atmosphere  by  a small  orifice ; it  also 
teaches  the  method  of  percussion  necessary  to  elicit  the 
soimd  from  the  chest  when  these  conditions  exist,  viz., 
“to  give  the  impulse  slowly  and  heavily,  and  allow  the 
fingers  to  press  forcibly  on  the  part  for  some  moments  after 
it  has  been  given.” — Walslie. 

Percussion  of  a vulcanized  rubber  foot- ball  yields  an 
admirable  specimen  of  metallic  resonance,  and  may  well  be 
added  to  the  list  of  bodies  upon  which  to  practise  per- 
cussion, as  it  also  shows  how  a metallic  sound  may  be 
yielded  by  bodies,  under  favorable  circumstances,  without 
their  possessing  the  usual  physical  properties  of  metals. 
The  sense  of  touch,  as  well  as  that  of  hearing,  should  be 
practised  during  these  experiments.  The  detection  of 
fluctuation  by  tact  may  be  perfectly  learned  on  the  water 
cushion,  and  the  elastic  resistance  of  confined  air,  on 
the  vulcanized  foot-ball.  All  varieties  of  friction-sound 
may  be  imitated  by  rubbing  together  beneath  the  stetho- 
scope different  materials,  such  as  cloth,  silk,  velvet,  leather, 
both  wet  and  dry. 

Not  less  important  knowledge  is  an  acquaintance  with 
the  influence  of  conducting  media  upon  sound,  and  this 
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may  be  easily  acquired  by  listening  to  the  tick  of  a watch, 
with  different  materials  intervening  between  it  and  the 
stethoscope,  or  by  producing  rhonchus  or  crepitations  in 
the  elastic  tube,  before  spoken  of,  and  listening  to  them  in 
the  same  manner. 

It  would  be  a great  mistake  to  suppose  that  these  sounds, 
produced  by  experiments  on  inanimate  bodies,  are  exactly 
like  those  audible  in  the  chest ; that  is  not  pretended  for  a 
moment,  although  many  of  them  are  extremely  similar,  and 
convey  an  impression  much  more  correct  than  any  verbal 
description.  The  special  advantage  to  be  gained  from  the 
practice  of  these  experiments  consists  in  the  education  thus 
given  to  the  ear ; the  acoustic  conditions  are  in  each  case 
plainly  seen ; the  sound  can  be  listened  to  with  ease, 
as  often  as  requisite,  free  from  the  disturbances  of  the  bed- 
side ; and  hence,  with  a little  perseverance,  the  susceptibility 
of  the  ear  to  distinguish  and  identify  sounds  and  their 
causes  will  become  so  acute  that  the  learner  will  be  able 
to  assign  most  sounds  to  their  essential  acoustic  conditions, 
and  will  readily  understand  what  he  hears  when  he 
auscults  or  percusses  the  human  chest. 

We  must  not  forget  to  guard  against  the  danger  of  con- 
centrating the  attention  on  the  special  senses  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  that  common  sense,  without  which  no  learning,  talents, 
or  skill,  and  no  accumulation  of  evidence,  will  insure  wisdom 
in  our  judgments. 

In  an  examination  of  the  chest  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis, 
common  sense  dictates,  that  no  opinion  should  be  formed 
of  the  importance  or  meaning  of  any  delicate  modification 
of  sound  until  a comparison  has  been  instituted  between 
corresponding  portions  of  the  two  sides  of  the  thorax  : 
and  that  we  should  not  commence  by  seeking  for  signs 
of  any  special  pathological  state,  which  would  be  to  begin 
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tlie  inquiry  at  what  should  be  its  end,  and  must  terminate 
in  confusion  and  loss  of  time.  If  we  remember  that  it  is 
matter  with  which  we  are  concerned,  and  that  the  principal 
physical  changes  of  which  matter  is  susceptible  are  few  and 
simple,  we  shall  very  much  curtail  the  examination  and 
secure  a safe  basis  for  each  step  as  we  proceed. 

Having  gained  the  best  general  ideas  of  the  nature  and 
seat  of  disease  which  inspection,  palpation,  and  mensuration 
can  afford,  the  first  question  in  our  future  inquiry  will  be 
whether  any  part  of  the  chest  deviates  from  the  percussion, 
respiration,  or  voice  sounds  of  health.  If  not,  the  examina- 
tion of  physical  signs  naturally  concludes.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  some  deviation  is  detected,  the  question  becomes, 
what  physical  change  has  occurred  to  account  for  it. 
This  question  will  be  most  easily  and  quickly  answered 
by  dividing  it  as  follows  : 

Is  there  consolidation  (or  increased  density)  ? 

Is  there  liquefaction  ? 

Is  there  excavation  ? 

Is  there  roughening  of  surfaces  that  should  move  smoothly 
upon  each  other  ? 

Are  these  surfaces  removed  from  normal  apposition  ? 

One  or  all  of  these  divisions  of  the  question  may  be 
answered  either  negatively  or  positively.  And  then 
succeed  further  questions,  as  to  the  extent,  amount,  &c., 
of  each  of  the  physical  changes,  and  as  to  the  relations 
existing  between  any  two  or  more  of  them, — questions  in 
which  may  be  involved  all  the  acoustic  knowledge  discussed 
in  the  preceding  pages. 

After  this  manner  the  inquiry  may  be  kept  within  defi- 
nite limits,  and  the  mind  prevented  from  wandering  into 
desultory  observations  leading  to  no  practical  result. 

Having  arrived,  as  accurately  as  possible,  at  the  physical 
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properties  of  the  altered  structure,  the  question  as  to  its 
pathological  nature  may  be  proceeded  with  at  once.  This 
will  require  the  assistance  of  collateral  information  from 
other  sources  than  physical  signs,  and  the  correct  answer 
will  be  most  easily  arrived  at  by  a process  of  negative 
argumentation,  or,  as  it  is  called  by  logical  writers,  “ abscis- 
sio  infmiti,”  that  is,  by  excluding,  one  by  one,  suppositions 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  change,  and  thus  bringing  the 
inquiry  within  such  narrow  limits  that  it  is  easily  decided. 

In  order  to  facilitate  such  an  analysis  as  I have  here 
suggested,  the  various  pathological  states  represented  in 
the  following  plates  have  been  arranged  according  to  their 
simplest  and  most  obvious  physical  characters ; it  will  be 
easy,  therefore,  to  institute  a comparison  between  the  signs 
common  to  one  physical  change  and  those  peculiar  to  the 
different  pathological  conditions  by  which  that  change  is 
produced. 
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Figure  1. 

Isolated  (Miliary)  Interstitial  Tuberculous  Granulations. 

Deposited  outside  the  air-cells. 

Inspection,  Palpation,  Mensuration,  give  no  constant  results  but  the  in- 
fraclavicular  regions  are  usually  flattened. 

Percussion  normal ; or  slightly  impaired  if  some  tubercles  arc  very  superficial ; 
or  increased  resonance,  from  superficial  emphysema. 

Auscultation  unsatisfactory.  Respiratory  sounds  may  be  harsh  ; expiratory 
murmur  usually  prolonged ; inspiratory  murmur  may  be  jerking ; or  vesi- 
cular murmur  may  be  absent  or  nearly  so ; or  co-existent  bronchitis  may  pro- 
duce rhouciius,  sibilus,  or  crepitation  of  varying  size.  Yocal  resonance  gives 
no  constant  results. 

Cough  may  be  present,  or  not.  Sputa,  none,  or  colourless,  frothy,  watery,  or 
mucilaginous-looking.  Haemoptysis  may  be  present  or  not  in  varying 
quantities. 

Figure  2. 

Conglomerated  Interstitial  Tuberculous  Granulations,  the 
same  as  fig.  1,  deposited  in  groups  j involved  vessels,  bronchial 
terminations,  and  air-cells , obliterated  by  pressure.  In  parts — 
traversed  by  large  pervious  bronchi. 

Expansion  diminished,  chest-wall  may  be  flattened.  Yocal  fremitus  plus. 

Percussion  dull ; resistance  increased. 

Auscultation.  See  fig.  1,  minus — respiratory  murmur,  if  the  deposit  is  abun- 
dant : plus — bronchial  breathing  and  voice,  where  traversed  by  large  per- 
vious bronchi;  and  conducted  heart-sounds, 

Cough,  almost  essential,  rarely  paroxysmal.  Sputa,  see  fig.  1,  plus — some- 
times a grumous  deposit  from  the  thinner  sputum,  resembling  that  from 
barley-water : glairy  mucus,  with  streaks  of  yellowish  or  buff  opaque  mat  ter, 
becoming  less  and  less  aerated. 

Figure  8. 

Infiltrated  Tubercle.  Deposited  inside  the  air-cells  and  passages. 
In  some  places  collected  into  groups,  in  others  scattered. 

See  fig.  2,  strongly  marked ; plus — Sputa,  more  or  less  mixed  with  tuber- 
culous matter. 


Figure  4. 

Apoplexy  of  the  Lung,  after  coagulation.  Effusion  of  blood, 
with  laceration,  into  the  interstitial  areolar  tissue ; without  lace- 
ration, into  the  air-cells  and  passages. 

No  signs  from  small  masses,  unless  quite  superficial.  From  large  masses 
or  groups  of  small  masses,  resistance  plus. 

Percussion,  impaired  or  dull. 

Auscultation.  Respiratory  murmur  diminished  or  absent ; — in  the  neighbour- 
ing parts  harsh.  Where  the  coagula  are  traversed  by  permeable  bronchi, 
bronchial  breathing  and  cough,  vocal  fremitus  plus. 

Cough  varies  in  character  with  the  primary  disease.  Sputa  haemoptic,  gene- 
rally darkish  in  colour,  rarely  a large  quantity  of  blood,  but  tinged  mucous 
stria:  of  blood,  pure  blood.  See  PI.  V,  figs.  17,  IS. 
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Figure  5. 

Healed  cavities.  Fibro-celhdar  cicatrices  and  chalky  concretions. 

Chest-wall  depressed. 

Percussion  dull. 

Auscultation.  Vesicular  murmur  absent.  If  pervious  bronchi  are  involved, 
bronchial  breathing  and  voice. 

Cough,  variable.  Sputa,  more  or  less,  as  PI.  I,  figs.  1,  2,  3,  plus  — occasional 
particles,  of  different  sizes,  of  cretaceous  matter. 


Figure  6. 

First  stage  of  Pneumonia  (“Engorgement”). 

Costal  movement  restricted,  if  pleuritic  pain.  Vocal  fremitus  normal. 

Percussion  impaired  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  engorgement. 

Auscultation.  Respiratory  murmur  weak  or  suppressed  in  the  affected  parts, 
exaggerated  in  the  neighbourhood  and  in  the  opposite  lung.  Vocal  resonance 
somewhat  increased  when  exudation  has  commenced.  Fine  crepitation  on 
deep  inspiration,  especially  after  cough,  persistent  after  expectoration.  It 
may  be  masked  by  the  rhonchus,  sibilus,  or  large  crepitation  of  bronchitis,  but 
with  care  may  generally  be  caught  at  the  end  of  a deep  sighing  inspiration. 

Cough  moderate,  rarely  paroxysmal.  Sputa  sanguinolent  or  rusty,  viscid, 
semi-transparent,  adhesive,  slightly  aerated.  The  tint  may  vary, — occasion- 
ally liquorice,  or  prune-juice  colour,  or  watery,  brown,  or  blackish, — in  rare 
cases  only  white  and  viscid, — more  rarely  absent. 

Note.— Acute  (Edema  op  the  Lung  presents  the  physical  signs  of  fig.  6, 
except  that  the  crepitation  is  less  fine.  Sputa  not  sanguinolent,  but  watery 
or  muco-purulent. 


Figure  7. 

Second  stage  of  Pneumonia  (“Red  Hepatisation”),  traversed 
by  pervious  bronchi. 

Signs  of,  PI.  I,  fig.  2,  marked ; minus— flattening  of  the  chest-wall : plus- 
blowing  or  tubular  quality  of  respiration.  In  the  circumference  of  the 
affected  part,  signs  of  fig.  6 may  often  be  heard. 

Cough  and  Sputa,  see  fig.  6.  The  sputa  may  gradually  become  simply  muco- 
purulent. 


Figure  8. 

Second  stage  of  Pneumonia,  passing  into  the  third. 
Signs  of  fig.  7 passing  into  those  of  PI.  IV,  fig.  15. 
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PLATE  111.— CONSOLIDATIONS. 


Figure  9. 

Medullary  Cancer. 

Signs  of  Pi.  I,  figs.  2,  4,  and  of  Pi.  Ill,  fig.  12,  according  to  the  extent  and 
situation  of  the  disease  : plus — notable  flattening  of  the  chest-wall  in  infil- 
trated cancer ; protrusion  in  actual  thoracic  tumour.  The  disease  is  usually 
limited  to  one  lung.  Dulness  on  percussion  sometimes  extending  over  the 
mesial  line. 

Cough  invariable,  very  rarely  dry.  Sputa,  catarrhal,  purulent,  often  intimately 
mixed  with  blood,  giving  a red  or  black  currant-jelly  appearance,  cancerous 
matter  rarely  mixed ; free  haemoptysis  frequent ; fcetor  of  the  breath  occa- 
sional. 


Figure  10. 


Hard  Cancer. 
Signs  of  fig.  9. 


Melanoid  Cancer, 
Signs  of  figs.  9,  10. 


Figure  11. 


Figure  12. 

Indurated  Lung,  the  Effect  of  Pneumonia,  traversed  by  perme- 
able bronchi. 

Signs  of  PI.  II,  fig.  7.  Dulness  and  resistance  especially  marked. 

Cough  and  Sputa  not  characteristic. 


CHAPTER  YI. 


COROLLARIES  TO  PLATES. 

Corollary  to  Plates  I,  II,  and  III— Increased  vocal  fremitus— Impaired  per- 
cussion sound  — Bronchial  breathing— Prolonged  expiratory  murmur— 
Jerking  inspiratory  murmur— Deficient  vesicular  murmur — Harsh  respira- 
tion— Eine  crepitation — Small  crepitation  of  capillary  bronchitis — Diag- 
nosis of  early  phthisis,  precautionary  remarks. 


In  these  plates  a group  of  physical  signs,  consisting  of 
increased  vocal  fremitus,  impaired  resonance  on  percussion, 
and  bronchial  breathing,  recurs  again  and  again.  The 
acoustic  principles  upon  which  these  phenomena  depend 
for  their  explanation  have  already  been  discussed.  (See 
Acoustics.) 

Taken  singly,  they  are  of  little  value,  but  associated  in  a 
group,  they  indicate  most  clearly  the  existence  of  conso- 
lidated contents  within  the  chest  traversed  by  pervious 
bronchial  tubes ; they  are  the  signs  of  a certain  physical 
condition ; but  as  this  condition  is  produced  by  a number 
of  different  forms  of  disease,  some  additional  evidence  is 
needed  in  each  case  to  give  a pathological  meaning  to  the 
physical  diagnosis.  (See  p.  68.) 

Some  of  this  evidence  will  be  found  in  the  separate 
figures  of  the  plates,  but  some  lies  beyond  the  reach  of 
physical  signs — in  the  symptoms  and  history  of  each  par- 
ticular case. 
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In  PL  I,  fig.  1,  the  most  tangible  physical  sign  is 
“ jirolonged  expiratory  murmur”  (see  Rhythm,  p.  29);  but, 
as  in  PI.  VII,  fig.  24,  it  accompanies  cavities,  it  cannot  be 
said  to  specify  consolidation  : — in  PI.  IX,  fig.  29,  it  accom- 
panies inflamed  bronchial  lining,  and  hence  it  does  not 
necessarily  indicate  cavity.  But  all  three  cases  will  be 
found  to  agree  in  one  respect,  viz.,  that  the  exit  of  tidal 
air  from  vesicular  lung  tissue  is  impeded.  In  one  case 
(tubercle),  this  is  due  to  increased  density  of  the  lung- 
substance,  by  which  its  resiliency  is  impaired ; in  the  next 
(emphysema),  to  a distended  condition  of  the  air-cells,  pre- 
venting the  normal  collapse  of  the  lung  during  expiration ; 
and,  in  the  third  (bronchitis),  it  is  due  to  the  diminished 
calibre  and  elasticity  of  the  tubes  through  which  the  air  has 
to  escape. 

Prolonged  expiratory  murmur,  then,  signifies  impediment 
to  the  escape  of  breathing  air.  Great  caution  must  be 
exercised  in  deciding  that  the  normal  relation  between  the 
length  of  the  expiratory  and  of  the  inspiratory  sound  is  per- 
manently changed,  for  much  depends  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  patient  breathes — the  degree  of  volition  given  to 
the  act ; and  I believe  that  no  value  is  to  be  attached  to 
slight  varieties  in  the  durations  of  the  two  respiratory 
sounds,  unless  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  breathing  is 
automatic  at  the  time  of  examination.  This  point  has  not, 
I think,  been  sufficiently  enforced  in  the  numerous  discus- 
sions on  the  subject  of  prolonged  expiratory  murmur ; its 
importance  is  quickly  demonstrated  by  listening  to  a 
patient’s  chest  when  he  is  asleep  or  not  attending  to  your 
operation,  and  again  listening  after  giving  him  your  best 
instructions  Iioav  to  breathe,  when  he  will  generally  draw  a 
sharp,  short  breath,  and  then  expire  as  long  as  he  can. 

The  inspiratory  murmur  may  he  “ jerking f that  is,  the 
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sound  may  be  produced  in  a divided  manner,  not  in  one 
soft,  continuous  strain.  This  change  may  take  place  from 
so  many  different  causes,  and  may  be  absent  though  either 
of  those  causes  exist,  that  it  is  not  one  to  which  much 
diagnostic  value  can  be  safely  attached.  If,  however,  the 
jerking  inspiration  is  confined  to  the  apex  of  one  lung , and 
if  it  is  clear  that  pleuritic  adhesion  does  not  exist  there,  the 
sound  acquires  some  value  as  a sign  of  increased  density  of 
that  portion  of  lung. 

The  vesicular  murmur  may  be  deficient.  (See  Intensity, 
p.  28.)  Great  caution  is  needed  in  concluding  that  the 
respiratory  murmur  is  abnormally  deficient,  unless  the 
change  is  well  marked.  It  may  be  weak  on  both  sides 
from  general  debility,  or  from  timidity  on  the  part  of  the 
patient  during  examination.  A slight  deficiency  on 
the  left  side  as  compared  with  the  right,  may  be  ob- 
served in  a large  number  of  healthy  chests;  deficiency 
is,  therefore,  a more  valuable  sign  when  it  occurs  on  the 
right  side  than  on  the  left.  (See  Harsh  Respiration.)  Again, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  pleuritic  effusion  on  either 
side  may  mask  the  vesicular  murmur,  and  give  a false 

notion  of  its  deficiencv. 

«/ 

In  PI.  I,  figs.  1,  2,  3,  “Rough  or  Harsh  Respiratory 
Murmur”  is  noted.  (See  Timbre,  p.  32.)  It  is  another  of 
those  delicate  changes  in  the  quality  of  the  respiratory 
sound  which  may  or  may  not  be'  valuable  as  a sign  of 
early  disease,  according  to  co-existing  circumstances.  And 
the  signs  at  this  period  are  so  few,  so  subtle,  and  so  un- 
satisfactory, yet  the  information  sought  from  them — the 
detection  of  altered  structure,  almost  before  it  is  altered, 
while  disease  pauses  on  the  threshold — so  eminently 
important,  that  it  behoves  us  especially  to  weigh  the  mean- 
ing of  any  language  in  which  it  is  told,  however  faint  the 
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tones.  Harsh  or  rough  respiration  may  be  said  to  (/row  out 
of  prolonged  expiratory  murmur  and  to  grow  into  bronchial 
breathing.  It  is  heard  in  “ incipient  tuberculization,  dry 
bronchitis,  vesicular  emphysema,  chronic  pulmonary  con- 
solidation, dilatation  of  the  bronchi,  and  incipient  cancerous 
infiltration  of  the  lung,  in  cases  where  the  lungs  are  slightly 
compressed  by  plastic  or  tuberculous  matter  in  the  pleura,  in 
the  resolution  stage  of  pneumonia,  at  different  periods  of 
pleurisy,  and  in  pulmonary  apoplexy.”  (Dr.  Walshe, 

p.  102.) 

Harsh  respiration,  by  itself,  therefore,  indicates  only  that 
the  vesicular  structure  is,  from  some  cause  or  other, 
impeded  in  its  equable,  resilient  expansion  and  contraction. 
Other  signs  or  circumstances  must  be  co-existent  to  give 
specific  value  to  this  change  of  sound  as  diagnostic  of  any 
particular  form  of  disease.  And  as,  in  speaking  of  deficient 
respiratory  murmur , caution  was  given  to  remember  that 
the  breathing  sounds  are  often  normally  weaker  on  the  left 
side  than  on  the  right,  so  must  that  caution  be  here 
repeated  in  a converse  sense,  lest  a normal  increased  loud- 
ness on  the  right  side  be  mistaken  for  harsh  respiration 
when  compared  with  the  left.  These  delicate  modifications 
of  sound  can  be  taken  to  mean  anything,  only,  when  every 
source  of  fallacy  has  been  scrupulously  avoided.  (See 
remarks  on  diagnosis  of  early  phthisis). 

“ Fine  Crepitation  ” PI.  II,  fig.  6. — This  peculiar  and 
delicate  sound  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  revoaled  by 
auscultation.  Among  all  the  morbid  changes  depicted  in 
these  plates,  this  figure  alone  presents  the  sign  of  “ Fine 
Crepitation .”  In  its  true  character  it  is  to  be  heard  only 
in  the  first  stage  of  pneumonia.  In  PI.  TI,  fig.  0,  however, 
an  appended  note  on  “ Acute  (Edema”  mentions  a slight 
modification  of  this  sound,  which  may  be  mistaken  for  it 
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when  no  opportunity  of  comparison  is  afforded, — a mistake 
against  which  the  auscultator  must  be  ever  on  his  guard. 
Fine  crepitation  is  distinguished  from  the  smallest  crepita- 
tion, noted  in  Pis.  IV  and  V,  figs.  13, 1 6, 18,  by  its  crackling 
character,  whereas  in  both  of  those  cases  the  crepitation  is 
bubbling.  It  must  be  most  scrupulously  distinguished 
from  the  small  crepitation  of  capillary  bronchitis,  which,  I 
fear,  is  often  confounded  with  it.  There  is  this  difference, 
that  in  fine  crepitation  the  sound  is  almost  always  limited 
to  the  inspiratory  act,  and  is  crackling,  while  in  the  small 
crepitation  of  capillary  bronchitis  it  accompanies  both 
expiration  and  inspiration,  and  is  bubbling.  Pine  crepita- 
tion, once  established,  is  not  removable  by  coughing  or  by 
expectoration,  but  remains  until  replaced,  either  by  some 
other  morbid  sound,  or  by  the  happy  return  of  normal 
respiratory  murmur. 


DIAGNOSIS  OP  EARLY  PHTHISIS. 

In  association  with  PI.  I,  fig.  1,  and  the  corollary  upon 
its  physical  signs,  I venture  to  introduce  some  precau- 
tionary remarks  relative  to  the  diagnosis  of  Early  Phthisis. 
It  may  be  seen,  by  the  plates  and  their  explanations,  that 
the  physical  signs  of  most  serious  diseases  of  the  lungs  and 
pleura  are  sufficiently  marked  and  different  to  form  a 
medium  through  which  their  changes  of  structure  may  be 
identified  by  the  senses.  Pneumonia,  bronchitis,  pleuritis, 
empyema,  pneumothorax,  have  each  their  characteristic 
signs,  so  also,  have  the  stages  of  consolidation,  softening,  and 
excavation,  in  tubercular  disease.  In  its  earlier  progress, 
however,  we  cannot  turn  so  satisfactorily  to  the  results  of 
physical  examination.  It  is  true  that  bv  this  means  disease 
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may  be  detected  in  a comparatively  recent  state,  that  any 
considerable  conglomeration  of  tubercular  matter  lying 
within  acoustic  reach  of  the  surface  of  a lung  can  hardly 
escape  detection,  and  that  a very  abundant  deposit  of 
isolated  tubercles  will,  in  most  cases,  interfere  with  the 
respiratory  or  other  sounds  of  health  in  the  chest  suffi- 
ciently to  give  a strong  suspicion  of  their  existence.  Of 
this,  tig.  1 may  be  taken  for  an  example : the  miliary 
tubercles  are  extensively  and  abundantly  scattered  through- 
out the  apex  of  one  lung,  and  they  did  not  entirely  escape 
detection  during  life.  But  even  in  this  case  the  physical 
signs  enumerated  are  of  a very  questionable  nature — neither 
singly  nor  collectively  constituting  an  unmistakeable  proof 
of  the  existence  of  disease.  In  examining  such  cases  in 
private  practice — impressed  with  their  deep  social  import — 
foreseeing  the  shadow  that  will  be  cast  over  the  life  of  the 
patient,  the  gloom  of  apprehensive  anxiety  over  that  of  his 
friends,  if  the  judgment  is  adverse,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  bright  hopes  that  will  be  reinstated  if  it  is  favorable 
— the  physician’s  heart  may  well  sink  despondently  within 
him,  when  he  reviews  the  evidence  from  which  that  signal 
judgment  must  be  formed. 

Again  and  again  he  may  hesitate  to  frame  it ; again  and 
again  he  may  examine  and  listen,  in  the  hope  of  dis- 
covering some  unmistakeable,  some  palpable  signs  of 
health  or  of  disease ; but  to  no  purpose,  for  they  are  not 
there;  and  from  a number  of  half-shadowed,  spectral 
evidences,  so  slight  and  changing  that  their  impressions 
can  scarcely  be  retained  while  they  are  assembled,  he  must 
judge  of  the  prospects  of  life  or  death. 

This  absence  of  reliable  signs  of  the  earliest  stage  of 
tubercular  deposit  cannot  be  too  forcibly  impressed  upon 
the  young  practitioner,  who,  with  creditable  zeal,  is  too  apt 
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to  think,  and  naturally  prone  to  hope,  that  by  sufficient 
diligencej  experience,  and  care,  he  may  insure  that  no 
tubercle  shall  escape  his  searching  examination.  In  this 
belief  he  will  be  often  led  to  fancy  that  he  has  de- 
tected the  presence  of  tubercle  where  it  does  not  exist, 
and  to  assume  its  absence  while  it  really  lies  con- 
cealed. 

This  is  the  great  disappointment  which  every  man  has 
to  encounter  who  studies  and  practises  physical  diagnosis. 
That  upon  which  he  had  set  his  heart — to  detect  the  first 
shadow  of  consumption,  scarcely  vet  resting  on  a life, 
before  it  is  too  late  to  drive  it  back — is  the  very  dream 
which  experience  will  most  surely  dissipate. 

If  physical  diagnosis  could  detect  consumption  as  soon 
as  the  first  few  spots  of  tuberculous  matter  were  deposited 
in  the  lung,  with  the  same  certainty  that  it  detects  pneu- 
monia o]’  a cavity,  we  might  well  be  content  to  sacrifice 
for  this  all  that  it  could  do  besides.  But,  that  it  cannot, 
in  its  present  state,  accomplish  this,  and  that  there  is  no 
good  reason  to  suppose  that  it  ever  will  accomplish  it,  need 
surprise  no  one  who  will  think  calmly  on  the  subject.  It  is 
not  probable  that  the  physical  properties  or  the  functions  of 
a portion  of  lung-tissue  should  be  sufficiently  affected  by  a 
few  scattered  gelatiniform  granules,  to  produce  any  recog- 
nisable signs  of  their  existence.  There  may  not  be  a 
dozen  tubercles  deposited  in  the  whole  lung ; nay,  more, 
there  may  not  be  one  single  microscopic  speck  deposited, 
and  yet  the  disease  may  be  working  its  stealthy  inroads  on 
vitality.  We  shall  not,  then,  place  implicit  confidence  in 
the  physical  diagnosis  of  early  phthisis,  but — while  not 
neglecting  this,  while  seeking  from  it  all  the  aid  it  can  give 
— we  shall  exert  our  most  acute  observation  of  symptoms, 
and  diligently  search  into  the  histories  of  cases,  in  the  hope 
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that  we  may  thus  encounter  some  herald  of  the  coming 
foe. 

The  following  is  an  enumeration  of  the  more  delicate 
physical  signs,  by  one  or  more  of  which  it  is  presumed  by 
different  auscultators,  that  the  deposit  of  tubercle  may  be 
first  indicated,  before  the  occurrence  of  altered  resonance  on 
percussion  : 

1.  Prolonged  expiratory  sound  (Jackson  and  others). 

“ I am  still  of  opinion  that  an  increased  expiratory 
murmur,  provided  it  has  not  a bronchial  or  any  other 
character  than  that  proper  to  it,  indicates  nothing  more 
than  this  — that  the  air,  in  passing  out  of  the  lungs, 
meets  with  some  obstruction  in  the  bronchial  tubes.” — 
Skoda. 

2.  Jerking  respiratory  sound. 

“ If  the  other  causes  of  jerking  rhythm  can  be  excluded, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  difficult,  this  condition  of  rhythm, 
when  limited  to  one  apex,  becomes  a really  important  sign 
of  tuberculization.” — Walshe. 

3.  Deficiency  in  the  respiratory  sound. 

“At  the  apex  of  one  lung,  coexistent  with  puerile 
vesicular  murmur  at  the  apex  of  the  other,  this  is  at  all 
times  to  be  considered  a suspicious  condition.” — Davies. 

4.  Rough  or  harsh  respiratory  sound. 

“ Solitary  tubercles,  however  abundant,  do  not.  necessarily 
interfere  with  the  vesicular  respiration.” — Skoda. 

5.  Persistent  signs  of  bronchitis,  confined  to  one 
apex. 

6.  Cogged-wheel  rhythm  of  respiratory  sound. 

“ In  some  cases  of  incipient  tuberculization,  the  tidal  air 
seems  to  struggle  against  minute  obstructions  in  the  finer 
tubes,  whence  a rhythm  of  sound  resembling  that  of  a 
cogged  wheel  in  rotation.  W alshc. 


DIAGNOSIS  OP  EARLY  PHTHISIS. 


81 


7.  “ Crumpling,  buzzing,  humming,  kettle-singing,  and 
arrow-root-powder  sounds.”  Scott  Alison. 

8.  A variety  of  circumstances,  the  essence  of  which  is 
comprised  in  the  general  terms  “ lessened  respiratory 
action,”  with  the  addition  of  “ wavy  or  jerking  respiration 
and  prolonged  expiration.”  Edward  Smith. 
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PLATE  VI.— EXCAVATIONS. 


Figure  ]9. 

A LARGE  EMPTY  Tuberculous  Cavity,  with  smooth  reflecting  walls , 
and  free  bronchial  communication.  The  surrounding  lung  con- 
solidated with  tubercle. 

Chest-wall  depressed  ; expansion  diminished.  Vocal  fremitus  marked. 

Percussion  dull. 

Auscultation.  Respiration,  voice,  and  cough,  cavernous.  If  the  walls  of  the 
cavity  arc  very  dense  and  thin,  the  lung  immediately  encompassing  them  not 
consolidated,  there  may  be  metallic  tinkling,  or  amphoric  echo,  on  sudden, 
forcible  inspiration,  cough,  or  voice. 

Cough  varies,  generally  hollow.  Sputa,  none  from  the  cavity,  but  from  sur- 
rounding lung  may  be  of  various  characters. 


Pigure  20. 

A Cavity  similar  to  Figure  19,  but  containing  secretion. 

For  Signs  see  PI.  VI,  fig.  19,  plus — gurgling  and  large  crepitation,  the  vibration 
of  which  may  sometimes  be  felt  on  the  chest-wall. 

Cough,  troublesome,  only  relieved  by  expectoration.  Sputa.  Pellets  with 
sharp  irregular  outlines,  or  larger  masses  with  flocculent  edges,  of  yellowish 
colour;  or  broad,  flat,  non-aerated  lumps,  smooth,  greenish,  remaining  distinct; 
or  ash-coloured  pure  pus  not  remaining  distinct,  sometimes  discharged 
suddenly  and  profusely.  Any  of  these  may  be  mixed  with  blood. 


Figure  21. 

A VERY  SUPERFICIAL  TUBERCULOUS  CAVITY  FULL  OF  AIR,  free 
bronchial  communication,  the  thin  stratum  of  super-imposed  lung 
consolidated. 

The  chest- wall  occasionally  bulges  over  the  cavity.  Vocal  fremitus  marked 

Percussion  clear  and  tympanitic,  may  be  metallic,  and  if  the  bronchial  com- 
munication is  large  and  free  it  may  be  amphoric.  Bruit  de  pot  fcle  may 
sometimes  be  produced  if  the  cavernous  wall  is  clastic. 

Auscultation.  If  no  secretion,  PI.  VI,  fig.  19,  marked;  if  secretion  PI.  VI, 
fig.  20,  marked. 
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Figure  22. 

Small  Tuberculous  Cavities,  bronchial  communication  very  im- 
perfect,, super-imposed  stratum  of  lung  normal , surrounding  bronchi 
inflamed , containing  secretion. 

Chest  expansion  may  be  normal.  Vocal  fremitus  normal. 

Gentle  Percussion,  normal.  Strong  Percussion  may  yield  more  or  less 
dullness. 

Auscultation.  Bronchial  respiration  absent,  or  imperfect,  or  occasional 
large  crepitation,  rbonchus,  and  sibilus  from  surrounding  bronchi. 

Cough,  dependent  principally  on  the  bronchitis.  Sputa  differ  with  the  amount 
of  bronchial  communication  with  the  cavity,  &c. 


Figure  23. 

A very  large  Tuberculous  Cavity,  with  a thick  stratum  of 
densely  consolidated  lung  super-imposed,  free  bronchial  communica- 
tion. 

Percussion,  weakly  tympanitic  if  forcible,  quite  dull  if  gentle. 

Auscultation.  Respiration,  voice,  and  cough,  cavernous.  If  the  cavity 
contains  secretion — gurgling. 


Figure  24. 

Emphysema.  Enlarged  air-cells,  with  attenuated  aneemic  walls : 
in  some  places  the  contiguous  cells  have  coalesced. 

Chest-wall  elastic,  more  or  less  rounded,  especially  in  front  and  superiorly. 
Vocal  fremitus  variable. 

Percussion  morbidly  clear,  sometimes  tympanitic,  unaltered  by  respiration. 

Auscultation.  Expiratory  sound  peculiarly  long  and  laboured ; but  it  may  be 
weak,  inaudible,  or  masked  by  rbonchus  and  sibilus.  Inspiratory  sound 
short  and  weak,  or  it  may  be  inaudible  or  masked. 

In  extensive  emphysema,  the  heart-sounds  are  displaced  and  the  area  of  pul- 
monary resonance  extends  beyond  its  normal  limits. 

Dyspnoea  constant,  subject  to  paroxysmal  aggravation. 

Cough  not  constant,  but  usual,  paroxysmal,  and  suffocative.  Sputa  frothy, 
liquid,  mucous ; often  accompanied  with  the  sputa  of  bronchitis.  PI.  IV. 
fig.  13,  14. 
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PLATE  VIII.— EXCAVATIONS. 


Figure  25. 

Bronchiectasis.  Bronchi  dilated,  cylindrical,  Jlasli-shaped , sac- 
culated, Sfc.,  containing  secretion.  Surrounding  lung  condensed  by 
pressure,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  tubes. 

For  Signs  see  those  of  Tuberculous  Cavities  of  different  sizes  and  positions. 

Moist  sounds  abound,  and  rhonchus  and  sibilus  are  generally  associated. 
Cough,  essential,  generally  very  troublesome  and  paroxysmal.  Sputa,  PI.  VI, 
fig.  20,  copious  and  opaque,  odour  usually  nauseous ; also  PI.  IV,  fig.  14. 
There  is  seldom  much  blood. 


Figure  26. 

A Gangrenous  Cavity. 

Percussion  dull. 

Auscultation.  Gurgling  and  large  crepitation,  the  vibrations  of  which  may 
sometimes  be  felt  on  the  chest-wall. 

Cough  variable.  Sputa  horribly  fetid , dirty  greenish,  brownish,  or  ash  gray, 
very  liquid,  mixed  with  portions  of  disintegrated  lung-tissue. 


Figure  27. 

Pneumonic  Abscess.  The  purulent  contents  more  or  less  evacuated 
— remains  of  hepatisation  in  the  surrounding  lung. 

For  Signs  see  PL  VI,  fig.  20,  and  PI.  VII,  fig.  23,  according  to  the  position 
and  size  of  the  cavity,  minus — metallic  sounds.  If  evacuation  of  the  contents 
is  prevented  by  absence  of  bronchial  communication,  see  Signs  of  PI.  II 
fig.  7. 

Cough  varies.  Sputa  purulent,  or  muco-purulent,  sometimes  contain  degene- 
rated lung-tissue  ; may  be  fetid. 


COROLLARY  TO  PLATES  VI,  VII,  VIII. EXCAVATIONS. 


Diminished  chest-expansion— Vocal  fremitus— Percussion  sounds,  dull,  clear, 
tympanitic,  metallic,  normal— Cavernous  sounds,  conditions  rendering 
them  important — Absence  of  cavernous  sounds  no  proof  of  absence  of 
cavity— Gurgling,  if  of  pure  character,  ranks  in  importance  with  “ metallic 
tinkling”  and  “ amphoric  echo”— Diagnosis  of  a cavity  by  considering  signs 
in  a group — Signs  of  emphysema  discussed — Bronchiectasis,  caution 
against  mistakes  in  its  diagnosis — “ Bruit  de  pot  fele.” 


Plates  YI,  VII,  and  VIII  illustrate  the  principal  forms 
and  conditions  under  which  excavations  may  exist  in  the 
lungs ; and  show  to  what  extent  they  are  indicated  by 
physical  signs  during  life.  In  fig.  19  “ the  expansion  of 
the  cliest-wall  is  diminished ” in  proportion  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  lung  around  the  cavity  is  deprived  of  its  respi- 
ratory function.  Whenever,  and  by  whatever  cause,  a 
considerable  portion  of  lung  has  been  deprived  of  its 
expansile  function,  it  necessarily  incurs  diminished  ex- 
pansion of  that  portion  of  the  chest-wall  with  which  it  is 
in  contact.  Therefore  the  existence  of  a cavity  is  frequently 
attended  by  this  sign,  as  in  fig.  19  : but  a cavity  may  be 
too  far  off  from  the  wall  to  affect  its  movements,  and  the 
intervening  lung  may  be  so  little  affected  by  disease,  that 
the  expansibility  remains  natural,  as  in  fig.  22.  Hence, 
altered  expansion,  although  a common  attendant,  is  not  a 
necessary  sign  of  excavation. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  “ vocal  fremitus,”  or  the 
vibrations  of  the  lung  transmitted  through  the  chest- wall. 
Thus,  it  is  increased  in  fig.  19,  because  the  cavity  is  large 
and  contains  a considerable  volume  of  air  susceptible  of 
vibration,  while  the  surrounding  lung  is  rendered  a good 
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conductor  by  consolidation;  it  is  marked  in  fig.  21, 
because  the  cavity  is  superficial,  and  the  vibrations  of  its 
parietes  are  therefore  readily  .impressed  upon  the  walls  of 
the  chest ; whereas  in  fig.  22  the  vocal  fremitus  is  little,  if 
at  all,  increased. 

In  fig.  19  the  “ percussion  is  dull  ” — but  this  is  not  a 
timbre  derived  from  the  excavation,  it  is  due  to  the 
increased  density  of  the  intervening  lung,  which  might 
exist  without  the  cavity  (as  in  Plates  I,  II,  III).  In  fig.  21, 
from  the  superficial  position  of  the  cavity,  the  percussion 
sound  is  derived  more  directly  from  it,  and  its  timbre  is 
“ clear,  and  tympanitic , or  metallic”  characters  to  be  ex- 
pected from  percussion  of  air  contained  within  thin  vibra- 
tile  walls.  (See  pp.  11,  64,  65).  Again,  in  fig.  23,  the 
cavity  is  so  large  in  proportion  to  the  intervening  lung- 
substance,  and  this  is  so  dense  from  consolidation,  that 
when  percussed  with  moderate  force,  instead  of  yielding  the 
dull  sound  which  would  be  proper  to  itself,  and  which  is 
elicited  by  very  slight  percussion,  it  acts  as  a vibratile  lamina 
to  the  air- containing  cavity  beneath,  and  gives  out  a “ weak 
tympanitic  resonance 

And  in  fig.  22,  the  cavities  being  small,  and  the  super- 
imposed lung  healthy,  the  resonance  of  the  normal  struc- 
ture may  be  uninfluenced  by  the  cavities. 

Altered  percussion  sound,  therefore — like  diminished 
expansion  of  the  chest- wall,  and  increased  vocal  fremitus — 
is  not  an  essential  sign  of  cavity. 

Auscultation  in  fig.  19,  gives  “ cavernous  respiration, 
voice,  and  cough  ” (see  pp.  59,  63),  sounds  characteristic  of  a 
space  of  considerable  size,  with  walls  sufficiently  hard  and 
smooth  to  reflect  sound — of  such  a space  in  fact  as  the 
tracheal  tube.  These  very  important  sounds  accompany 
fig.  23,  and  may  be  present  in  the  larger  dilatations  of  fig. 


C0R0LLA11Y  TO  PLATES  VI,  VII,  VIII. 


95 


25,  and  in  figs.  20,  26,  27,  provided  the  cavities  arc  not  too 
much  filled  with  their  fluid  contents,  or  cut  ofl  from  fiee 
communication  with  pervious  air-tubes,  and  if  the  walls  ol 
figs.  20  and  27  are  not  too  soft  to  reflect  sound.  These 
cavernous  or  tracheal  sounds  derive  their  value,  in  a diag- 
nostic sense,  from  the  following  circumstances  : 

1.  There  is  no  part  of  the  chest-wall,  after  passing  the 
first  bone  of  the  sternum,  from  wliicb  they  can  be  detected, 
in  a state  of  perfect  health— that  is,  if  auscultation  is  properly 
performed;  for  in  listening  above  the  clavicles,  if  the 
stethoscope  is  carelessly  directed  towards  the  trachea, 
instead  of  in  a line  with  the  perpendicular  axis  of  the 
chest,  tracheal  sounds  may  be  heard. 

2.  Although  the  sounds  of  bronchial  tubes  may  become 
audible  at  the  surface  of  the  chest,  through  increased  con- 
ducting power  of  the  structures  interposed ; these  tubes  are 
not  large  enough  in  health,  except  perhaps  at  their  bifur- 
cation, to  give  sounds  like  those  from  the  trachea. 

3.  Cavernous  sounds  are  produced  under  conditions 
which  almost  insure  their  reaching  the  thoracic  parietes : 
viz.,  (a)  a cavity  so  large  that  the  vibrations  of  a considerable 
volume  of  air  may  be  transmitted  to  its  walls ; (b)  these 
walls  must  present  a large  surface  from  which  vibrations 
may  be  conducted  to  the  ear ; (c)  the  walls  must  be  of  a 
certain  density,  which  implies,  almost  of  necessity,  increased 
density  of  the  surrounding  structures — that  is,  increased 
power  of  conducting  sound ; {cl)  a cavity  so  large  and  so 
defined,  that  it  will,  almost  necessarily,  communicate  freely 
with  some  of  the  bronchial  passages  upon  which  it  has 
intruded,  thus  acquiring  free  ingress  and  egress  of  air 
during  respiration,  speaking,  or  coughing. 

Hence  the  sounds  which  in  health  are  audible  only  on 
ausculting  the  trachea,  when  heard  at  any  part  of  the 
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chest  except  over  the  trachea  and  its  bifurcation,  positively 
indicate  the  existence,  not  only  of  a cavity,  but  of  a cavity 
larger  than  is  consistent  with  health  ; and  thus  they  have 
acquired  the  name  par  excellence  of  “cavernous” — as 
distinguished  from  “ bronchial,”  from  which  they  are  sepa- 
rated by  difference  of  size.  Nevertheless,  on  turning  to 
fig.  22,  we  find  cavities,  the  result  of  disease,  large  enough 
to  be  of  serious  consequence,  and  yet  no  cavernous  sounds 
are  produced  by  them.  Therefore,  we  learn  that,  although 
these  sounds  are  positive  evidence  of  the  existence  of  a 
cavity,  their  absence  is  not  positive  evidence  that  no  cavity 
exists  ; they  thus  lose  much  of  their  value ; for  in  truth  it  is 
just  in  those  cases  in  which  they  are  not  audible,  that  it  is 
most  important  to  detect  the  existence  of  disease — cases  in 
which  the  general  symptoms  are  not  very  marked,  and 
which  are  not  too  far  advanced  to  afford  a reasonable 
prospect  of  recovery.  (See  Corollary  to  Plates  I,  II,  III, 
fig.  1.) 

The  “ metallic  tinkling ,”  and  “ amphoric  echo  ” men- 
tioned in  fig.  19,  are  discussed  in  Corollary  to  Plates  IX, 
and  X,  and  atpp.  12,  24,  63. 

Pig.  20  presents  a sound  which  may  be  at  any  time 
added  to  the  signs  of  fig.  19,  viz.,  “ gurgling  ’ (see  Corollary 
to  Plates  IV  and  V;  pp.  13,  62).  Gurgling  may  be  produced 
in  the  largest  bronchial  tubes,  but  it  then  retains  more  of 
the  characters  of  large  crepitation  ; it  has  not  those  peculiar 
characteristics  which  gurgling  acquires  in  cavities  of  larger 
size  : — they  convey  to  the  mind  a definite  impression  of  a 
considerable  volume  of  air  passing  through  fluid,  and  of  that 
fluid  leaping  up  into  an  atmosphere  in  which  the  sounds  it 
prduces  are  reflected  from  the  surrounding  walls. 

As  a sign  of  the  existence  of  a large  cavity  containing 
both  air  and  fluid,  this  description  of  gurgling  takes  rank 
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with  metallic  tinkling  and  amphoric  echo,  as  a sign  of  a large 
cavity  containing  air.  When  audible,  all  these  phenomena 
are  of  the  greatest  importance. 

In  fig.  22,  not  any  one  of  the  sounds,  if  taken  alone,  is 
indicative  of  the  existence  of  a diseased  excavation  ; and 
yet  such  a cavity  is  there. — The  percussion  sound  is  con- 
sistent with  health.  Auscultation  gives  large  crepitation, 
which  may  proceed,  at  any  time,  from  secretion  in  a large 
air-passage.  The  respiratory  and  voice  sounds  are  such  as 
may  be  heard  from  a healthy,  large,  bronchial  tube,  if  the 
superimposed  lung  is  increased  in  conducting  power  by 
density. — The  diagnosis  turns,  therefore,  upon  the  question, 
whether  such  increased  density  exists  to  account  for  the 
respiratory  and  voice  sounds.  As  the  percussion  sound  is 
normal,  this  question  is  answered  in  the  negative  ; and  we 
are  led  to  inquire  how,  and  why,  the  voice  and  breathing- 
sounds  reach  the  surface  of  the  chest  in  abnormal  intensity 
and  volume  ? The  answer  is  either,  that  these  sounds  have 
acquired,  by  reverberation  in  a cavity  of  abnormal  size, 
sufficient  loudness  to  be  audible  through  the  imperfectly 
conducting  medium  of  healthy  lung,  or  that  a cavity,  the 
size  of  a large  bronchial  tube,  exists  nearer  the  surface  of 
the  lung  than  is  consistent  with  normal  structure.  Thus  do 
we  arrive  at  the  diagnostic  meaning  of  the  physical  signs:  and 
we  may  take  this  result  as  a lesson  which  cannot  be  too  often 
repeated,  viz.,  that  physical  signs  must  be  regarded  in 
groups,  not  isolated ; andmust  be  cautiously  weighed  against 
each  other  before  they  can  acquire  a definite  diagnostic 
meaning. 

In  fig.  24,  although  the  whole  lung-substance  is  seen  to 
be  converted  into  a labyrinth  of  cavities  from  distension  and 
coalescence  of  the  air-cells,  we  do  not  find  any  of  those 
physical  signs  present  which  in  the  other  figures  have  indi- 
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catecl  the  existence  of  excavations.  Some  such  sounds, 
however,  may  occasionally  he  heard  when  a group  of  air- 
cells  has  been  broken  down  into  a large  cavity  near  the 
surface  of  the  lung.  The  “ feeble  or  masked  respiratory 
sounds in  the  present  instance,  might  lead  to  the  idea 
of  obstructed  and  consolidated  lung,  did  we  not  miss 
the  bronchial  sounds  which  should  in  that  case  be  trans- 
mitted through  it.  The  prolonged  expiratory  sound 
accompanied  by  rhonchus  and  sibilus  in  the  surrounding 
parts,  with  feeble  or  deficient  inspiratory  murmur,  are 
signs  very  similar  to  those  of  PI.  I,  fig.  1, — and  as  in  that 
case  the  percussion  sound  might  be  increased  in  resonance 
by  superficial  emphysema,  the  likeness  is  made  more 
complete. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  hardly  possible  for  a careful  ausculta- 
tor  to  mistake  the  meaning  of  the  signs  in  fig.  24,  when 
regarded  in  a group.  In  the  first  place,  “the  resonance  is 
morbidly  clear,"  which  negatives  the  idea  of  consolidation, 
and  it  is  diffused  over  a considerable  extent,  whereas  in 
the  superficial  emphysema  accompanying  early  tuberculous 
disease  (PI.  I,  fig.  1),  it  is  limited  to  a small  space. 

In  the  next  place,  the  expiratory  sound  is  more  pro- 
longed than  in  any  other  form  of  disease,  and  when  caused 
by  emphysema  as  far  advanced  as  in  fig.  24,  is  so 
marked  that  it  cannot  possibly  be  mistaken.  It  is  quite 
true,  however,  that  in  the  early  stage  of  emphysema  there 
may  be  only  a slight  increase  in  the  proportional  length  of 
the  expiratory  sound — an  increase  not  greater  than  may 
take  place  in  the  early  stage  of  tubercle — and  if  accom- 
panied by  no  other  signs,  the  diagnostic  meaning  may  for 
a time  remain  doubtful.  But  it  will  generally  be  found 
that  an  amount  of  tuberculous  disease  capable  of  prolonging 
the  expiratory  sound  as  much  as  it  is  prolonged  by  early 
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emphysema,  is  accompanied  by  a history  and  general  symp- 
toms sufficiently  marked  to  assist  the  diagnosis. 

Lastly,  “ the  expanded ' chest”  of  emphysema,  marked 
especially  in  its  upper  parts,  contrasts  unmistakeably  with 
the  depression  of  tuberculous  disease,  when  change  of  struc- 
ture has,  in  either  case,  advanced  beyond  its  first  stage;  and 
in  aggravated  cases,  such  as  that  figured  in  the  plate,  the 
liver,  heart,  or  both,  will  be  more  or  less  displaced. 
Emphysema  is  so  commonly  associated  with  chronic  bron- 
chitis, that  the  signs  of  both  may  be  studied  together  with 
advantage.  Each  aggravates  the  other,  and  they  thus 
combine  in  producing  the  deplorable  result  described  in 
Corollary  to  Plates  IV  and  V. 

Eig.  25  may  present  the  most  puzzling  physical  signs  of 
any  disease  in  the  chest.  Signs  which  will  often  lead  the 
physician  to  doubt  on  a second  visit  all  the  conclusions  he 
had  arrived  at  on  a first  examination,  and  again  on  a third 
visit  to  hesitate  between  the  results  of  the  other  two.  A 
bronchial  tube  may  be  so  much  dilated  as  to  yield  all 
varieties  of  cavernous  sounds.  It  may  have  encroached  so 
far  towards  the  surface  of  the  lung,  that  percussion  elicits 
sounds  of  clear  or  almost  amphoric  resonance.  It  may 
have  so  condensed  the  surrounding  vesicular  structure  by 
pressure,  that  the  resonance  is  impaired  or  lost,  and  the 
sounds  of  neighbouring  parts  conducted  to  the  chest-wall. 
It  may  be  choked  with  secretion,  giving  all  the  moist 
sounds  of  chronic  bronchitis.  It  may  be  dilated  in  one 
portion,  but  in  another  reduced  in  calibre,  producing 
rhonchi  of  varying  pitch  and  timbre.  Several  tubes  may 
be  affected,  and  one  may  assume  one  of  the  forms  described, 
and  one  another.  The  difficulties  of  this  complication  in 
the  physical  signs  may  be  increased  by  the  general  symp- 
toms, which  may  simulate  those  of  phthisis,  of  chronic 
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bronchitis,  of  emphysema  : and  either  of  these  diseases  may 
actually  coexist  with  the  bronchiectasis.  The  only  hope 
of  forming  a safe  diagnosis  lies  in  a careful  inquiry  into  the 
history  of  the  case,  carried  back  as  far  as  possible,  and  an 
examination  of  the  whole  chest,  the  signs  of  one  portion 
being  compared  with  those  of  another : if  the  examina- 
tion can  be  repeated  at  intervals,  and  the  case  watched 
for  some  time,  its  nature  will  generally  become  more  and 
more  clear.  Fortunately  this  state  of  disease  is  not  very 
common,  but  we  should  always  be  on  the  watch  for  it,  to 
guard  against  mistaking  it  for  some  other  form  of  excavation. 

In  connexion  with  fig.  21,  it  is  mentioned  that  this 
“ superficial  cavity  communicating  with  pervious  bronchi,” 
may  sometimes  yield  a sound  termed  “ bruit  de  pot  fete,” 
about  which  a few  remarks  are  required.  This  sound  has, 
in  truth,  very  little  resemblance  to  that  of  “ un  pot  fele,” — 
although  it  is  a little  more  like  it  at  some  times  than  at  others. 
The  acoustic  conditions  essential  to  its  production  are 
described  at  p.  65,  and  in  order  to  establish  them,  the 
patient  must  open  his  mouth  while  his  chest  is  percussed, 
so  that  no  impediment  may  exist  to  the  sudden  exit  of  air 
through  the  respiratory  tubes.  If  the  walls  of  the  cavity 
are  simply  hard  and  leathery,  however  elastic,  no  metallic 
timbre  is  given  to  the  sound,  but  rather  a hissing  noise  ; 
if  they  are  more  dense  and  vibratile,  the  ah-  impinging  on 
the  borders  of  the  aperture  by  which  the  cavity  com- 
municates with  a bronchus,  may  produce  a sound  having 
more  of  a cracked-metal  or  cracked-pot  character.  But  he 
who  waits  until  he  hears  a noise  realising  the  idea  of  a 
cracked  pot,  will  be  long  before  he  identifies  the  “ bruit  de 
pot  fele whereas,  if  he  simply  bears  in  mind  its  acoustic 
conditions,  the  sound  will  catch  his  ear  the  first  time  lie 
meets  with  it. 


TGi-diit  3fl mini 


PLATE  IX.— PLEURISY,  &c. 

Figure  28. 

Normal  Lung,  with  increased  junction. 

Costal  movements  increased  in  expansion  and  elevation. 

Percussion.  Undue  resonance  during  inspiration. 

Auscultation.  Respiratory  murmur  increased  in  the  intensity  and  duration 
of  both  sounds,  the  expiratory  slightly  in  excess : an  increase  unattended 
with  modification  of  any  kind;  either  in  respect  of  quality,  softness,  or 
liquiduess.  (The  increased  proportion  of  the  expiratory  souud  is  very  slight.) 
Vocal  resonance  slightly  increased  in  intensity. 

Figure  29. 

First  Stage  oe  Acute  Bronchitis.  The  bronchial  mucous  mem- 
brane vascular,  dry,  tumid, — diminishing  the  calibre  of  the  tubes 
unequally. 

Percussion  normal. 

Auscultation.  Respiratory  murmur  impaired  in  fullness,  clearness,  and  soft- 
ness, becoming  harsh — especially  the  expiratory  sound,  which  is  prolonged. 
Rhonchus  and  sibilus  constant  or  occasional. 

Cough  essential,  frequent,  dry, — may  be  hoarse,  loud,  ringing,  paroxysmal. 
Sputa  none,  or  white,  adhesive,  finely  frothed  mucus  in  small  quantity. 

Figure  30. 

First  Stage  of  Pleuritis.  Pleura  vascular,  rough,  and  dry.  Sub- 
pleural  cellular  tissue  injected,  and  tumid. 

Costal  movements  restricted  by  pain. 

Percussion  scarcely  or  not  at  all  impaired. 

Auscultation.  Respiratory  murmur  weak,  superficial,  jerking.  No  friction 
sound  yet  (except  in  some  cases  unattended  with  pain). 

Cough  usual,  but  not  essential ; dry,  short,  small,  suppressed.  Sputa  none, 
or  a little  viscid  mucus. 

Figure  31. 

Second  Stage  of  Pleuritis.  Slight  sero -plastic  exudation  on  the 
pleural  surfaces. 

Vocal  fremitus  usually  normal.  If  impaired  it  is  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
exudation.  The  vibration  of  pleural  friction  may  be  perceptible  to  palpation. 

Percussion  impaired  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  exudation. 

Auscultation.  Pleural  friction  sound  accompanies  expiration,  inspiration,  or 
both.  Respiratory  murmur  weak,  jerking,  distant,  or  inaudible. 

Cough  and  Sputa,  see  PI.  IX,  fig.  30. 

Figure  32. 

Third  Stage  of  Pleuritis.  Considerable  sero-plaslic  exudation, 
separating  the  costal  from  the  pulmonary  pleura,  compressing  the 
lung,  depressing  the  diaphragm,  and  displacing  organs. 

Intercostal  depressions  obliterated,  costal  movements  lost.  Vocal  fremitus 
lost. 

Percussion  perfectly  dull,  with  increased  resistance. 

Auscultation.  No  friction  sound.  Respiratory  sounds  lost.  Vocal  resonance 
may  be  bronchophonic  or  lost.  A peculiar  tremulous  bronchial  voice,  some- 
times heard  irorn  the  line  of  commencing  dullness  to  a line  at  which  all  voice 
sounds  are  lost.  iEgophouy  occasionally — especially  in  a line  with  the  inferior 
angle  ot  the  scapula.  (Heart  sounds  may  be  conducted.)  Increased  circum- 
ference of  the  affected  side  most  marked  round  the  false  ribs. 

CouGn  and  Sputa,  see  PI.  IX,  fig.  30. 

Note.— Hydrotiiorax.  An  effusion  into  the  pleural  sac  of  serum,  free  from  the 
products  of  inflammation. 

For  Sigus  see  above  (PI.  IX,  fig.  32).  It  is  usually  double. 


PLATE  X.— PNEUMOTHORAX,  &c. 


Figure  33. 

Pneumothorax.  An  abnormal  collection  of  atmospheric  air  or  gas 
in  the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  compressing  the  lung  and  displacing 
organs. 

Increased  convexity  of  the  affected  side.  Intercostal  depressions  obliterated. 
Elastic  resistance  increased.  Yocal  fremitus  impaired  or  lost. 

Percussion  purely  tympanitic  — often  extending  beyond  the  middle  liue. 
If  the  left  side  is  affected,  heart  dulness  is  obscured,  or  lost. 

Auscultation.  Respiratory  sounds  weakened  by  distance,  or  lost,  according 
to  the  volume  of  the  air  or  gas;  but  between  the  scapulae  an  obscure  bronchial 
murmur  may  usually  be  found.  Frequently  in  perforative  cases,  amphoric 
or  metallic  character  of  cough,  voice,  and  respiration— heard  especially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  perforation  of  the  lung,  whether  this  is  patent  or  not. 

Cough  and  Sputa  of  the  concurrent  disease  of  the  lung. 


Figure  34. 

The  whole  lung  is  compressed.  At  the  upper  part  are  several 
emphysematous  cells,  ruptured  on  the  lung  surface,  allowing  the 
escape  of  air  into  the  pleural  cavity. 

At  the  middle  part,  tuberculous  cavities,  communicating  with 
bronchi  are  ruptured  on  the  lung  surface,  allowing  the  escape  of 
air  into  the  pleural  cavity,  and  permitting  purulent  matter  to  drop 
into  the  fluid  of  empyema  beneath. 

At  the  lowest  part  the  lung  is  simply  compressed. 


Figure  35. 

Empyema  with  Pneumothorax.  Air  and  fluid  at  once  in  the 
cavity  of  the  pleura. 

For  Signs  see  tig.  33,  and  PI.  IX,  fig.  32,— plus— succussion-sound  when  the 
chest  is  shaken ; and  perhaps  gutta  cadens,  from  drops  of  exudation  falling 
on  to  the  surface  of  the  empyemic  fluid,— heard  usually  after  coughing  or 
change  of  posture. 


Pneumothorax  &c. 


Plate  X 
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Physical  sigus  of  pleuritis — Explanation  of  the  uncertain  occurrence  of  friction 
sounds  and  the  causes  of  their  varieties — Hydrothorax — Importance  of 
vocal  fremitus ; its  disappearance  explained — Absence  of  vesicular  sounds, 
and  uncertain  occurrence  of  bronchial  sounds  explained — Old  adhesions — 
Pneumothorax — Elastic  chest-wall,  tympanitic  resonance — Influence  of 
compression  on  the  percussion  sound  of  confined  air  or  gas— Metallic 
tinkling;  amphoric  echo;  guttacadens;  their  acoustic  conditions  and  dis- 
tinctions— Pathological  causes  of  pneumothorax — Supplementary,  puerile, 
or  compensatory  respiration,  a sign  for  alarm — Eirst  stage  of  bronchitis ; 
its  signs — Ehonekus,  sibilus ; their  explanation. 


Two  series  of  changes  are  here  represented,  one  external 
to  the  lung-substance,  the  other  within  its  structure. 

Figs.  28  and  34  are  intimately  connected  with  the  inter- 
pleural changes ; but  fig.  29  has  no  necessary  connexion 
with  them,  and  is  placed  in  this  plate  only  for  convenience, 
that  the  appearances  of  the  interior  of  the  bronchial  tubes, 
and  the  characters  of  the  respiration,  may  be  compared  with 
those  of  fig.  28. 

Figs.  30,  31,  and  32  show  at  a glance  the  physical  con- 
ditions upon  which  the  acoustic  changes  depend  in  the  pro- 
gress of  pleuritic  inflammation.  In  fig.  30  no  exudation 
has  yet  occurred,  and  usually  no  friction  sound  is  heard — 
the  vascular  and  tumid  state  of  the  membrane  not  always 
rendering  it  sufficiently  rough  to  produce  an  audible  sound, 
as  the  two  surfaces  pass  over  one  another.  It  is  to  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  pleura  in  this  stage  is 
extremely  tender,  and  the  movements  of  respiration  conse- 
quently attended  with  so  much  pain  that  they  are  suppressed 
as  completely  as  possible ; the  inflamed  surfaces,  therefore, 
scarcely  move  upon  each  other,  and  very  little  opportunity 
occurs  for  the  production  of  a friction  sound.  It  can 


104 


COROLLARY  TO  PLATES  IX,  X. 


hardly  he  doubted  that  such  a sound  would  be  produced  in 
most  cases  by  the  rubbing  together  of  the  dry  and  injected 
serous  membrane,  if  this  occurred  with  sufficient  freedom 
and  force. 

But  the  dry  state  is  of  very  short  duration,  and,  unless 
speedily  resolved,  passes  into  the  next,  in  which  inflamma- 
tory exudation  takes  place,  and  a friction  sound  is  established 
by  the  conditions  shown  in  fig.  31.  So  long  as  the  costal 
and  pulmonary  pleurae  are  not  too  far  separated  to  allow  of 
impact  between  their  surfaces,  now  roughened  by  plastic 
deposit,  a friction  sound  may  be  heard ; but  on  examining 
the  plate  it  will  be  evident  how  slight  a variation  in  the 
physical  conditions  might  cause  the  sound  to  be  lost,  or 
again  to  become  audible — a little  less  expansion  of  the  lung 
might  fail  to  bring  the  surfaces  in  contact — a little  more 
might  rub  them  effectually  together — a little  arrest  in  the 
process  of  exudation  might  allow  them  to  play  freely  and 
audibly  upon  each  other — a little  increase  of  the  fluid  might 
separate  them  so  completely  that  all  sounds  of  their  move- 
ment would  be  lost. 

This  effusion  may  go  on  until  the  chest-wall  is  distended, 
its  intercostal  depressions  effaced,  and  the  diaphragm  de- 
pressed, while  the  lung  is  subjected  to  so  much  pressure  by 
the  fluid  that  the  air  is  driven  from  it  and  prevented  from 
returning  (see  fig.  32).  If  the  left  side  is  the  seat  of  the 
disease  the  heart  may  be  pushed  from  its  place  over  to  the 
opposite  side ; or  the  liver  may  be  depressed  below  its 
boundaries  if  the  disease  is  on  the  right  side  of  the  chest. 

In  the  serous  effusion  of  hydrothorax  all  these  changes, 
shown  in  fig.  32,  may  take  place,  but  no  friction  sound  is 
produced  from  first  to  last , because  the  membrane  is  not 
rendered  dry  by  inflammation,  or  roughened  by  plastic 
exudation,  but  simply  bathed  in  a watery  fluid. 
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In  Plates  I,  II,  and  III,  where  lung-substance  consolidated 
by  interstitial  deposits  comes  closely  in  contact  with  the 
chest-wall,  the  vocal  fremitus  is  abnormally  increased.  In 
Plates  IX  and  X,  on  the  contrary,  so  soon  as  any  amount  of 
fluid  collects  in  the  pleural  sac,  the  vocal  fremitus  begins  to 
be  impaired,  and  as  the  fluid  increases  speedily  disappears 
altogether. 

This  is  a sign  of  the  utmost  practical  value,  marking  as  it 
does  a distinct  difference  between  the  phenomena  produced 
by  pleuritic  effusion  and  those  due  to  lung-consolidation. 
In  both  diseases  there  is  dulness  on  percussion,  in  both 
resistance  to  the  percuting  finger,  but  vocal  fremitus  is 
present  in  the  one  case,  absent  in  the  other. 

This  increased  vibration  of  the  chest-wall  is  explained  in 
lung-consolidations  by  the  improved  conducting  power  of 
the  dense  lung,  and  its  close  contact  with  the  thoracic 
parietes.  In  pleuritic  effusion,  it  is  true  that  the  lung  is 
increased  in  density,  but  this  change  is  caused  by  pressure 
from  without,  which  not  only  renders  totally  airless  the 
vesicular  structure,  and  prevents  the  admission  of  air  to  the 
smaller  bronchial  passages  from  which  vocal  vibrations 
might  reach  the  compressed  lung,  but  drives  back  the 
whole  source  of  vibration  from  the  chest-wall. 

Knowing,  as  we  do,  that  fluids  may  be  readily  thrown 
into  vibration,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  it  is  not  clear, 
perhaps,  at  first,  why  this  is  not  the  case  in  pleuritic  effusion. 
The  fact  is,  however,  explained  when  we  consider  the  very 
slight  compressibility  of  water,  and  that  while  the  lung  is 
held  back  by  a watery  fluid,  compression  of  that  fluid  is 
constantly  kept  up  by  the  attempted  expansion  of  the  lung 
during  respiration  • the  result  being  that  both  the  fluid 
and  the  lung-substance  are  subjected  to  pressure,  and  held 
in  a state  of  comparative  rest. 
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The  absence  of  vesicular  respiratory  sounds  in  fig.  32 
cannot  excite  surprise  after  considering  the  condition  of  the 
vesicular  lung-substance,  which  is,  in  fact,  temporarily 
destroyed.  And  that  bronchial  sounds  should  be  only  occa- 
sionally heard  is  what  might  be  expected  from  the  distance  to 
which  the  bronchi  are  removed  from  the  chest-wall,  the  oblite- 
ration of  all  those  susceptibleof  compression,  and  the  restricted 
vibration  of  the  intervening  media  already  described. 

The  same  circumstances  also  explain  the  fact  that  bron- 
chial sounds,  when  audible,  are  most  frequently  detected  as 
we  approach  the  surface  of  the  effused  fluid — where  its  move- 
ments are  less  restricted,  the  lung  less  compressed,  and 
nearer  to  the  chest-wall ; and  we  understand  why  these 
sounds  are  plainly  heard  when  any  portion  of  lung  happens 
to  be  held  in  contact  with  the  ribs  by  pleuritic  adhesions. 

The  individual  characters  of  pleural  f riction  sounds  may 
vary — with  the  degree  to  which  the  opposing  surfaces  are 
roughened,  with  the  consistence  of  the  exudation,  and  with 
the  extent  to  which  the  respiratory  movements  are  restricted 
by  pain.  Thus,  in  the  first  stage  of  dry,  tumid,  vascularity, 
if  any  sound  is  produced,  its  character  is  usually  rather 
soft  and  grazing ; in  the  second  stage,  ridges  of  adhesive, 
sero-plastic,  exudation  may  give  a grating  or  sawing  sound ; 
and  in  chronic  pleurisy,  when  the  interpleural  matter  has 
become  variously  altered  in  consistence,  and  more  or  less 
adhesion  has  occurred  between  different  portions,  the  friction 
sound  may  acquire  creaking,  rumbling,  and  other  modifica- 
tions of  character. 

In  examining  cases  of  chronic  pleurisy  or  of  the  acute 
disease  in  persons  Avho  have  suffered  from  a previous  attack, 
it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  adhesions  may  have  been 
effected  between  the  pulmonary  and  costal  pleurae,  which, 
by  restricting  movement,  may  interfere  with  the  production 
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of  friction  sounds ; and  when  the  pleural  cavity  is 
becoming  distended  with  liquid  effusion,  the  lung,  in  other 
parts  pushed  back  from  the  chest- wall,  may,  at  the  points  of 
adhesion,  be  held  in  contact  with  the  ribs,  and  thus  com- 
plicate the  diagnosis  (see  p.  10G). 

In  Plate  X,  fig.  33  (Pneumothorax),  the  lung  is  driven 
back  towards  the  spine,  and  its  tissue  compressed  by  a 
highly  elastic  and  compressible  form  of  matter.  The  resis- 
tance of  the  chest-wall  to  the  percuting  finger  is  very 
different  from  that  in  Plate  IX,  fig.  32.  Although,  as  in  that 
case,  the  “ intercostal  spaces  are  distended,”  their  “ elasticity 
is  augmented’ ’ instead  of  being  lost.  The  resonance  on  per- 
cussion is  “ purely  tympanitic  differing  in  pitch  with  the 
quantity  of  gaseous  fluid  effused,  that  is  to  say,  with  the 
degree  of  compression  to  which  it  is  subjected.  In  the 
most  exaggerated  cases  its  density  may  be  so  much  in- 
creased, and  its  vibrations  consequently  so  much  restricted, 
that  it  becomes  difficult  to  identify  the  sound  as  the  reso- 
nance of  percussed  air.  But  under  ordinary  circumstances 
the  resonance  of  pneumothorax  is  of  pure  tympanitic  timbre, 
and  constitutes  the  most  prominent  and  typical  physical 
sign  of  the  disease. 

In  Plate  VI,  fig.  21,  the  resonance  is  “tympanitic;”  in 
Plate  VII,  fig.  23,  “ weakly  tympanitic ;”  in  Plate  VII, 
fig.  24,  “morbidly  clear,  or  sometimes  tympanitic;”  in  Plate 
IX,  fig.  28,  the  “resonance  is  in  excess.”  In  each  of  these 
instances  of  excessive  resonance  the  same  physical  condition 
is  present,  although  differing  in  degree  and  in  its  cause — 
a volume  of  air  larger,  in  proportion  to  the  solid  structures, 
than  is  normal,  has  been  brought  within  reach  of  the  per- 
cussion stroke  (see  pp.  11,  64,  65). 

The  mention  of  “ amphoric  or  metallic  character  of  respi- 
ration and  voice,”  in  Plate  X,  fig.  33,  and  of  “ gutta  cadens,” 
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fig.  35,  affords  an  opportunity  of  pointing  out  what  appear 
to  be  the  distinctive  acoustic  conditions  of  these  sounds. 

The  physical  conditions  consistent  with  the  production 
of  “ metallic  tinkling  ” have  already  been  discussed,  and 
may  be  thus  enumerated.  A cavity  of  considerable  size, 
with  dense  vibratile  walls,  containing  air ; and  the  impact 
of  a blast  of  air  upon  some  portion  of  its  walls,  usually 
either  upon  the  edge  of  an  opening  into  the  cavity,  or 
upon  the  inner  surface  of  its  parietes  (see  pp.  12,  24,  G3). 

If  the  walls  of  such  a cavity  are  damped  in  their  vibra- 
tions, or  are  too  thick,  or  not  sufficiently  dense,  or  if  a 
blast  of  air  into  the  cavity  is  not  forcible  enough,  metallic 
tinkling,  may  not  be  excited  in  its  walls,  and  reflection  alone, 
or  combined  with  imperfect  metallic  resonance,  may  take 
place,  and  produce  a sound  of  the  peculiar  character  known 
as  “ amphoric  echo  ” (see  p.  18). 

A drop  of  fluid  falling  from  a height  on  to  the  surface  of 
a fluid,  in  a space  bounded  by  reflecting  or  vibratile  walls, 
containing  air,  produces  a peculiar  and  characteristic  sound 
to  which  the  name  “ gutta  cadens”  may  be  appropriately 
applied  (see  pp.  12,  63). 

The  acoustic  conditions  may  be  intermediate  between 
those  necessary  to  the  true  metallic  tinkling  and  those 
essential  to  amphoric  echo — producing  sounds  of  inter- 
mediate character  ; while  the  conditions  necessary  to  gutta 
cadens  include  those  of  both  the  other  sounds ; and  hence 
not  improbably  has  arisen  that  confusion  between  gutta 
cadens,  metallic  tinkling,  and  amphoric  echo,  and  the 
theories  of  their  production,  so  commonly  met  with  among 
teachers  of  auscultation. 

The  possible  causes  of  pneumothorax  are  very  numerous, 
but  the  probable  and  usual  causes  of  the  lion-traumatic 
form  are  seen  in  Plate  X,  fig.  34 ; to  which  may  be  added, 


COROLLARY  TO  PLATES  IX,  X. 


100 


the  discharge  of  empyema  through  the  lung-surface  into 
the  bronchial  tubes. 

Fig.  35  illustrates  one  of  the  pathological  states  to  which 
may  be  clue  the  essential  acoustic  conditions  of  gutta  cadens 
(see  p.  63),  and  also  shows  the  conditions  which  are  neces- 
sary to  the  production  of  the  sound  of  “ succussion,”  or 
splashing  (see  pp.  12,  13),  the  concussion  of  a fluid  with  a 
fluid,  or  with  a solid,  or  with  both,  beneath  an  atmosphere. 

Plate  IX,  fig.  28,  represents  a portion  of  healthy  lung 
upon  which  increased  function  has  devolved  compensatory 
to  impaired  function  of  some  other  portion : illustrating 
that  grand  principle  of  compensation  which  pervades  the 
universe.  In  all  chest  diseases,  by  which  the  breathing 
power  of  one  part  of  the  lungs  is  diminished,  an  undue 
stress  is  thrown  upon  some  other  part  which  is  more 
healthy.  If  a whole  lung  is  diseased,  the  other  lung 
attempts  the  double  duty ; if  only  a part  of  one  lung  is 
impervious  to  air,  the  rest  of  that  lung  shares  with  the 
sound  organ  the  increase  of  function.  The  character  of 
respiration,  voice,  and  cough  sounds  is  altered ; but  the 
principal  change  is  observable  in  the  intensity , accompanied 
by  a necessary  increase  in  duration,  but  not  proportionate 
to  the  intensity.  A very  slight  change  of  rhythm  is  likewise 
present,  the  expiratory  sound  being  sliyhtly  disproportionate 
in  length,  consequent  upon  the  want  of  power  in  the  lung 
itself  to  expel  the  abnormal  quantity  of  air  thrown  into  it 
at  each  inspiratory  act  (see  pp.  28,  29,  54). 

No  other  alteration  from  the  quality  of  healthy  respiratory 
murmur  takes  place.  Nothing  can  be  more  important  in 
the  study  and  practice  of  auscultation  than  a due  apprecia- 
tion of  this  change  in  the  sounds.  It  ought  to  be  familiar 
to  all,  because  it  can  always  be  heard  by  listening  to  a 
healthy  chest  during  forced  respiration — as  after  energetic 
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exercise.  To  mistake  it  for  a sign  of  disease  in  the  part 
where  it  is  heard,  or  to  hear  it  in  any  other  without  search- 
ing for  disease  elsewhere,  would  be  equally  culpable. 

Intense  normal  respiratory  murmur,  or  “ puerile”  or 
“supplemental  respiration,”  as  it  is  called,  will  ever  sound 
to  the  ear  of  the  intelligent  physician  as  the  tone  of  an 
alarm-bell,  and  he  will  not  rest  until  he  has  discovered  the 
seat  of  danger. 

Plate  IX,  fig.  29,  presents  a marked  contrast  in  the 
appearance  of  the  bronchial  lining  with  that  of  the  healthy 
tubes  in  the  adjoining  figure  (28).  The  prolonged  expi- 
ratory murmur  and  harsh  respiration  accompanying  this 
stage  of  bronchitis  have  been  already  discussed  at  length 
in  Corollary  to  Plates  I,  II,  III : which  may  be  referred 
to  in  connexion  with  the  present  subject.  Two  sounds, 
“ rhonchus”  and  “ sibilus, ” are  mentioned  in  fig.  29,  and 
also  appear  associated  with  various  other  signs  and 
physical  conditions  in  several  of  the  other  plates.  They 
are,  in  fact,  the  commonest  of  all  the  morbid  sounds 
detected  by  auscultation  ; frequently  heard  without  any 
other  sign  of  disease,  and  generally  occurring,  at  some 
period  of  its  course,  in  company  with  every  disease  of  the 
lungs.  They  are  sounds  produced  in  the  bronchial  pas- 
sages both  large  and  small,  but  not  in  the  vesicular 
structure. 

They  may  be  heard  in  many  varieties  by  a stander  by 
listening  to  a sleeping  child  with  a “ cold  in  the  head.”  As 
the  nasal  passages  alter  in  the  amount  of  obstruction  they 
present  to  the  tidal  air,  by  their  tumid  Avails  or  by  their 
secretions,  at  one  moment  rhonchus  is  heard,  at  the  next 
sibilus,  and  again,  perhaps,  normal  respiration  ; or  either 
sound  may  be  persistent  until  the  child  sneezes  and  clears 
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the  passages,  or  opens  its  mouth  and  ceases  to  use  the  nose 
for  respiration. 

Rhonchus  ancf  sibilus  then  are  produced  by  any  causes, 
temporary  or  persistent,  by  which  the  larger  air-tubes  are 
diminished  in  calibre  over  a limited  extent — so  that  air 
passing  through  a tube  of  a certain  diameter  is  suddenly 
met  by  some  obstruction,  that  obstruction  not  being  suffi- 
cient to  entirely  block  up  the  passage ; if  the  obstacle  is  of 
such  a character  that  it  will  vibrate  freely  as  the  air  rushes 
past,  the  snoring,  cooing,  or  more  sonorous  noises,  classed 
as  rhonchus,  are  produced  ■ if  the  obstacle  is  such  as  to 
considerably  diminish  the  calibre  of  the  tube  for  some 
distance,  the  more  hissing  and  less  sonorous  varieties  of 
sound  called  sibilus  are  produced.  Hence  sibilus,  although 
it  may  have  its  origin  in  the  larger  tubes,  is  most  frequent 
when  the  smaller,  more  terminal,  bronchial  passages  are 
affected — when  their  lining  membrane  is  tumid,  and  their 
calibre  thereby  diminished ; while  rhonchus  is  more  fre- 
quently produced  in  the  larger  tubes — when  they  are  partially 
obstructed  by  swelling  of  the  lining  membrane,  by  pressure 
from  without,  or  by  portions  of  adhesive  secretion  hanging 
to  their  walls  and  vibrating  as  the  tidal  air  passes  by. 

. Rhonchus  is,  therefore,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  a 
less  persistent  sound  than  sibilus,  being  more  easily 
removed  by  forced  respiration  or  by  cough.  The  acoustic 
conditions  of  these  sounds  explain  their  frequent  association 
with  so  many  different  forms  of  disease  in  the  chest.  (See 

pp.  11,  61). 


CHAPTER  VII. 


CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 


General  practical  lesson  to  be  learned  from  the  plates — Qualifications  of  a physician 
— The  wisdom  of  suspending  judgment  if  the  evidence  is  not  complete — 
Insufficiency  of  physical  signs  as  the  sole  basis  of  diagnosis — Examples  of 
groups  of  pathological  conditions  requiring  analysis. 

A careful  review  of  the  foregoing  plates,  their  marginal 
explanations  and  corollaries,  must  impress  the  thoughtful 
mind  with  this  important  lesson,  which  cannot  be  too  con- 
stantly borne  in  mind  — that  inspection , mensuration , 
palpation , percussion , and  auscultation  are  means  by  which 
most  valuable  information  may  be  gained  of  the  conditions 
of  organs  within  the  chest ; but  that,  either  singly  or  com- 
bined, they  are  limited  in  their  power  to  the  revelation  of 
certain  physical  conditions,  which  require  the  assistance  of 
other  knowledge  than  any  of  these  means  can  afford,  to  give 
to  each  condition  its  true  pathological  meaning.  The  -wise 
and  skilful  physician  must  have  educated  not  only  the  ear, 
but  every  organ  by  which  he  can  take  cognizance  of  ex- 
ternal things  • his  intellect  must  have  been  prepared  to 
receive  their  impressions  truthfully,  to  test  then-  value,  to 
arrange  them,  and  to  reason  upon  them;  he  must  have  prac- 
tised the  judgment,  in  estimating  the  weight  of  evidence, 
restricting  the  flights  of  fancy,  and  in  seizing  with  promp- 
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titucle  upon  the  just  conclusion.  But  it  should  never  be 
forgotten  that  the  greatest  wisdom  may  be  shown  by  not 
coming  to  any  conclusion  at  all  on  insufficient  evidence. 

It  has  been  seen  in  the  preceding  pages  that  the  evidence 
of  physical  signs  alone  is  often  insufficient  to  form  the  basis 
of  a safe  diagnosis  : — kept  to  its  proper  place,  it  cannot  be 
over  estimated,  but  it  must  not  assume  to  put  aside  other 
som’ces  of  information,  upon  which  the  physical  signs 
depend  for  their  interpretation.  Thus,  an  assemblage 
of  signs  may  be  detected  plainly  indicating  increased 
density  of  the  structures  within  the  chest,  but  this  change 
in  the  physical  condition  may  be  due  to  a number  of  very 
different  pathological  states,  and  he  who  shoidd  conclude 
that  dullness  on  percussion,  bronchial  breathing,  and  bron- 
chophony, indicated  tuberculous  consolidation  of  the  lung, 
might  as  easily  be  wrong  as  right ; whereas  by  bringing 
together  the  physical  signs,  and  the  results  of  clinical 
experience  in  all  the  other  features  of  disease,  those 
physical  signs  will  each  acquire  a special  force  and  meaning, 
and  may  then  form  the  basis  of  a safe  and  accurate 
diagnosis. 

To  enter  upon  those  clinical  histories  and  general  symp- 
toms referred  to  in  passing,  would  carry  us  far  beyond  the 
intended  limits  of  this  work  ; but  I venture  to  recommend 
the  student  to  analyse  each  plate,  to  compare  the  structural 
changes  depicted  with  the  corresponding  physical  signs ; 
and  wherever  these  are  not  sufficient  of  themselves  to 
identify  the  different  pathological  conditions,  to  search  out 
the  general  symptoms  necessary  to  complete  a distinctive 
diagnosis,  in  some  of  those  excellent  works  devoted  to  this 
part  of  the  subject ; of  which  he  cannot  select  a better  than 
the  very  careful  and  comprehensive  treatise  by  Dr.  Walslie, 
to  which  reference  has  already  been  frequently  made. 
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As  examples  of  subjects  especially  requiring  such  analysis 
and  investigation,  let  me  direct  attention  to  the  following 
groups,  in  each  of  which  certain  physical  signs  are  common 
to  several  physical  states  differing  seriously  in  their  patho- 
logical nature. 


Is/  Group. 

Isolated  interstitial  tuberculous  granulations.  PI.  I, 
%•  1- 

First  stage  of  acute  bronchitis.  PI.  IX,  fig.  29. 


2 cl  Group. 

Second  stage  of  Pneumonia.  PI.  II.  fig.  7. 

Third  Stage  of  Pneumonia.  PI.  IV,  fig.  15. 
Conglomerated  interstitial  tuberculous  granulation. 
PI.  I,  fig.  2. 


3 d Group. 

Bronchiectasis.  PL  VIII,  fig.  25. 

Tuberculous  excavations.  Pis.  VI  and  VII. 

Pneumonic  abscess,  the  purulent  contents  more  or  less 
evacuated.  PI.  VIII,  fig.  27. 


4 th  Group. 

Second  stage  of  tuberculous  deposit.  PI.  V,  fig.  16. 
Chronic  bronchitis.  PI.  IV,  fig.  14. 

Old  apoplectic  coagula,  softening.  PL  V,  fig.  17. 
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5 th  Group. 

In  which  very  similar  physical  signs  are  in  danger  of 
being  confounded  and  mistaken  for  each  other. 
(Edema  of  the  lung.  Note  to  fig.  6,  PI.  II. 

Second  Stage  of  Capillary  Bronchitis.  Note  to  fig.  13, 
PI.  IV. 

First  stage  of  Pneumonia.  PI.  II,  fig.  6. 


Gauge  Stethoscopes,  recommended  at  page  53,  are  accurately  made  by 
Messrs.  Ferguson,  Giltspur  Street,  Smithfield. 


END. 
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SIR  ASTLEY  COOPER,  BART.,  F.R.S. 

ON  THE  STRUCTURE  AND  DISEASES  OF  THE  TESTIS. 

Illustrated  with  24  highly  finished  Coloured  Plates.  Second  Edition.  Royal  4to. 
Reduced  from  £3.  3 a.  to  £1.  10a. 


DR.  COTTLE. 


A MANUAL  OF  HUMAN  PHYSIOLOGY  FOP  STUDENTS; 

being  a Condensation  of  the  Subject,  a Conservation  of  the  Matter,  and  a Record  of 
Facts  and  Principles  up  to  the  present  Day.  Fcap.  8vo.,  5s. 


DR.  COTTON. 


ON  CONSUMPTION  : Its  Nature,  Symptoms,  and  Treatment.  To 

which  Essay  was  awarded  the  Fothergillian  Gold  Medal  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
London.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  8s. 


II. 


PHTHISIS  AND  THE  STETHOSCOPE:  a concise  Practical  Guide 

to  the  Physical  Diagnosis  of  Consumption.  Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  3s.  (id. 


MR.  COULSON. 

i. 

ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  BLADDER  AND  PROSTATE  GLAND. 

The  Fifth  Edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

ON  LITHOTRITY  AND  LITHOTOMY ; with  Engravings  on  Wood. 

8 vo.  cloth,  8s. 

hi. 

ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  JOINTS.  8vo.  In  the  Press. 


MR.  CURLING,  F.R.S. 

I. 

0BSERYATI0NS  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  RECTUM.  Second 

Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  5s. 

A PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  TESTIS, 

SPERMATIC  CORD,  AND  SCROTUM.  Second  Edition,  with  Additions.  8vo. 
cloth,  14s. 

MR.  JOHN  DALRYMPLE,  F.R.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  HUMAN  EYE.  Complete  ill  Nine  Fasciculi: 

imperial  4to.,  20s.  each;  half-bound  morocco,  gilt  tops,  91. 15s. 


DR.  D A V E Y. 

1. 

THE  GANGLIONIC  NERIOUS  SYSTEM:  its  Structure,  Functions, 

and  Diseases.  8vo.  cloth,  9s. 

n. 

ON  THE  NATURE  AND  PROXIMATE  CAUSE  OF  IN- 

sanity.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  3s. 
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DR.  HERBERT  DAVIES. 

ON  THE  PHYSICAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE 

LUNGS  AND  HEART.  Second  Edition.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  8s. 

MR.  DIXON. 

A GUIDE  TO  THE  PEACTICAL  STUDY  OF  DISEASES  OF 

THE  EYE.  Post  8yo.  cloth,  8s.  6 d. 

DR.  TOOGOOD  DOWNING. 

NEUBALGIA : its  various  Forms,  Pathology,  and  Treatment. 

Jacksonian  Prize  Essay  for  1850.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  (id. 
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DR.  DRUITT,  F.R.C.S. 

THE  SUEGEON’S  YADE-MECUM ; with  numerous  Engravings  on 

Wood.  Seventh  Edition.  Foolscap  8 vo.  cloth  12s.  del. 
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MR.  DUNN,  F.R.C.S. 

AN  ESSAY  ON  PHYSIOLOGICAL  PSYCHOLOGY.  8vo.  cloth,  4*. 


DR.  JOHN  C.  EGAN. 

H SYPHILITIC  DISEASES:  their  pathology,  diagnosis, 

A5  AND  TREATMENT  : including  Experimental  Researches  on  Inoculation,  as  a Diffe- 
' rential  Agent  in  Testing  the  Character  of  these  Affections.  8vo.  cloth,  9s. 


SIR  JAMES  EYRE,  M.D. 

THE  STOMACH  AND  ITS  DIFFICULTIES.  Fourth  Edition. 

Fcap.  8 vo.  cloth,  2s.  fid. 

PEACTICAL  BEMAEKS  ON  SOME  EXHAUSTING  DIS- 

eases.  Second  Edition.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  4s.  6 d. 

DR.  FENWICK. 

ON  SCEOFULA  AND  CONSUMPTION.  Clergyman’s  Sore  Throat, 

Catarrh,  Croup,  Bronchitis,  Asthma.  Fcap.  8vo.,  2s.  6d. 

MR.  FERGUSSON,  F.R.S. 

A SYSTEM  OF  PEACTICAL  SUEGEEY ; with  numerous  Illus- 

trations on  Wood.  Fourth  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  (id. 
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SIR  JOHN  FORBES,  M.D.,  D.C.L.  (OXON.),  F.R.S. 
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I,  NATURE  AND  ART  IN  THE  CURE  OF  DISEASE.  Second 

Edition.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  6s.  w 
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DR.  D.  J.  T.  FRANCIS. 

CHANGE  OF  CLIMATE  ; considered  as  a Remedy  in  Dyspeptic,  Pul- 
monary, and  other  Chronic  Affections;  with  an  Account  of  the  most  Eligible  Places  of 
Residence  for  Invalids  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Algeria,  &c.,  at  different  Seasons  of  the  Year; 
and  an  Appendix  on  the  Mineral  Springs  of  the  Pyrenees,  Vichy,  and  Aix  les  Bains. 
Post  8vo.  cloth,  8s.  6d. 

C.  REMIGIUS  FRESENIUS. 

ELEMENTARY  INSTRUCTION  IN  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS, 

AS  PRACTISED  IN  THE  LABORATORY  OF  GIESSEN.  Edited  by  Lloyd 
Bullock,  F.C.S. 

Qualitative.  Fourth  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  -9s. 

Quantitative.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  15s. 

MR.  FOWNES,  PH.  D.,  F.R.S. 

I. 

A MANUAL  OF  CHEMISTRY;  with  numerous  Illustrations  on  Wood. 

Seventh  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  l‘2s.  6d. 

Edited  by  H.  Benoe  Jones,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  and  A.  W.  Hofmann,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S. 

CHEMISTRY,  AS  EXEMPLIFYING  THE  WISDOM  AND 

BENEFICENCE  OF  GOD.  Second  Edition.  Fcap.  8 vo.  cloth,  4s.  6c/. 

hi. 

INTRODUCTION  TO  QUALITATIYE  ANALYSIS.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  2*. 

IY. 

CHEMICAL  TABLES.  Folio,  price  2s.  6d. 

DR.  FULLER. 

ON  RHEUMATISM,  RHEUMATIC  GOUT,  AND  SCIATICA: 

their  Pathology,  Symptoms,  and  Treatment.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  6d. 

DR.  GAIRDNER. 

ON  GOUT  ; its  History,  its  Causes,  and  its  Cure.  Third  Edition.  Post 

8vo.  cloth,  8s.  (id. 
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MR.  GALLOWAY. 

I. 

THE  FIRST  STEP  IN  CHEMISTRY.  Second  Edition.  Fcap.  Svo. 

cloth,  5s. 

n. 

A MANUAL  OF  QUALITATIYE  ANALYSIS.  Second  Edition. 

Post  8vo.  cloth,  4s.  6d. 

III. 

CHEMICAL  DIAGRAMS.  On  Four  large  Sheets,  for  School  and 

Lecture  Rooms.  5s.  6d.  the  Set. 

DR.  GARRETT.  t 

ON  EAST  AND  NORTH-EAST  WINDS;  the  Nature,  Treatment,  and  A 

Prevention  of  their  Suffocating  Effects.  Fcap.  Ovo.  cloth,  4s.  Gc/. 
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MR.  ROBERT  GARNER,  F.L.S. 

EUTHERAPEIA;  or,  an  examination  of  the  principles 

OF  MEDICAL  SCIENCE,  including  Researches  on  the  Nervous  System.  Illustrated 
with  9 Engravings  on  Copper,  and  Engravings  on  Wood.  8vo.  cloth,  8s. 


MR.  GAY,  F.R.C.S.E. 

FEMORAL  RUPTURE:  ITS  ANATOMY,  PATHOLOGY,  AND 

SURGERY.  With  a New  Mode  of  Operating.  4to.,  Plates,  10s.  Gd. 

II. 

A MEMOIR  ON  INDOLENT  ULCERS.  Post  8vo.  doth,  3*.  6 d. 

DR.  GRANVILLE,  F.R.S. 

ON  SUDDEN  DEATH.  Post  8vo.,  2s.  6cl. 


MR.  GRAY,  M.R.C.S. 

PRESERVATION  OF  THE  TEETH  indispensable  to  Comfort  and 

$ Appearance,  Health,  and  Longevity.  1 8mo.  cloth,  3s. 

} 

MR.  GRIFFITHS. 

CHEMISTRY  OF  THE  FOUR  SEASONS -Spring,  Summer, 

Autumn,  Winter.  Illustrated  with  Engravings  on  Wood.  Second  Edition.  Foolscap 
8vo.  cloth,  7s.  Gd. 

DR.  GULLY. 
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THE  WATER  CURE  IN  CHRONIC  DISEASE:  an  Exposition  of 

the  Causes,  Progress,  and  Terminations  of  various  Chronic  Diseases  of  the  Viscera,  Nervous 
System,  and  Limbs,  and  of  their  Treatment  by  Water  and  other  Hygienic  Means. 
Fifth  Edition.  Foolscap  8vo.  sewed,  2s.  Gd. 


THE  SIMPLE  TREATMENT  OF  DISEASE;  deduced  from  the 

Methods  of  Expectancy  and  Revulsion.  18mo.  cloth,  4s. 


DR.  GUY. 

HOOPER’S  PHYSICIAN’S  YADE-MECUM;  OR,  MANUAL  OF 

THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  PHYSIC.  New  Edition,  considerably 
enlarged,  and  rewritten.  Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  Gd. 


GUY’S  HOSPITAL  REPORTS.  Third  Series.  Yds.  I.  to  IV.,  Svo., 

7s.  Gd.  each. 


DR.  HABERSHON. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  ALIMENTARY  M 

CANAL,  (ESOPHAGUS,  STOMACH,  CAECUM,  and  INTESTINES.  8vo.  cloth,  y/ 
10s.  Gd. 
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DR.  MARSHALL  HALL,  F.R.S. 

PRONE  AND  POSTURAL  RESPIRATION  IN  DROWNING 

AND  OTHER  FORMS  OF  APNCEA  OR  SUSPENDED  RESPIRATION. 
Post  8vo.  cloth.  5s. 

PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  AND  SUGGESTIONS  IN  MEDI- 

CINE.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  8s.  (id. 

DITTO.  Setontl  Series.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  8s.  Gd. 


DR.  C.  RADCLYFFE  HALL. 

TORQUAY  IN  ITS  MEDICAL  ASPECT  AS  A RESORT  EOR 

PULMONARY  INVALIDS.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  5s. 


MR.  HARDWICH. 

A MANUAL  OF  PHOTOGRAPHIC  CHEMISTRY.  Fourth 

Edition.  Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  6s.  (id. 


MR.  HARE,  M.R.C.S. 

PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PREVENTION, 

CAUSES,  AND  TREATMENT  OF  CURVATURES  OF  THE  SPINE;  with 
Engravings.  Third  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 
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MR.  HARRISON,  F.R.C.S. 

THE  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OE  STRICTURE  OF 

THE  URETHRA.  8 vo.  cloth,  5s. 

MR.  JAMES  B.  HARRISON,  F.R.C.S. 

ON  THE  CONTAMINATION  OF  WATER  BY  THE  POISON 

OF  LEAD,  and  its  Effects  on  the  Human  Body.  Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

DR.  HARTWIG. 

I. 

ON  SEA  BATHING  AND  SEA  AIR.  Fcap.  8v0.,  2*.  6d. 

II. 

ON  THE  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  OE  CHILDREN.  Fcap. 

8 vo.,  2s.  6d. 

DR.  A.  H.  HASSALI 

THE  MICROSCOPIC  ANATOMY  OF  THE  HUMAN  BODY, 

IN  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE.  Illustrated  with  Several  Hundred  Drawings  in 
Colour.  Two  vols.  8vo.  cloth,  £1.  10s. 


MR.  ALFRED  HAVILAND,  M.R  C.S. 

CLIMATE,  WEATHER,  AND  DISEASE ; being  a Sketch  of  the 

Opinions  of  the  most  celebrated  Ancient  and  Modern  Writers  with  regard  to  the  Influence 
of  Climate  and  Weather  in  producing  Disease.  With  Four  coloured  Engravings.  8vo. 
cloth,  7s. 
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MR.  WILLIAM  HAYCOCK,  M.R.C.V.S. 

A TREATISE  ON  THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OE 

VETERINARY  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY.  8vo.  boards,  Gs.  6d. 


ON  THE  ACTION  OF*  MEDICINES  IN  THE  SYSTEM. 

Being  the  Prize  Essay  to  which  the  Medical  Society  of  London  awarded  the  Fother- 
gillian  Gold  Medal  for  1852.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  10s. 

MR.  HIGGINBOTTOM,  F.R.S.,  F.R.C.S. 

AN  ESSAY  ON  THE  HSE  OF  THE  NITRATE  OF  SILVER 

' IN  THE  CURE  OF  INFLAMMATION,  WOUNDS,  AND  ULCERS.  Second 
Edition.  Price  5s. 

ADDITIONAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  NITRATE  OF  SIL- 

VER ; with  full  Directions  for  its  Use  as  a Therapeutic  Agent.  8vo.,  2s.  6d. 


MR.  JOHN  HILTON,  F.R.S. 

ON  THE  DEVELOPMENT  AND  DESIGN  OF  CERTAIN  Por- 

tions OF  THE  CRANIUM.  Illustrated  with  Plates  in  Lithography.  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 

THE  HARMONIES  OF  PHYSICAL  ^CIENCE  IN  RELATION 

TO  THE  HIGHER  SENTIMENTS;  with  Observations  on  Medical  Studies,  and  on 
the  Moral  and  Scientific  Relations  of  Medical  Life.  Post  8vo.,  cloth,  5s. 

DR.  DECIMUS  HODGSON. 

THE  PROSTATE  GLAND,  AND  ITS  ENLARGEMENT  IN 

OLD  AGE.  With  12  Plates.  Royal  8vo.,  cloth,  6s. 

MR.  JABEZ  HOGG. 

THE  OPHTHALMOSCOPE:  an  Essay  on  its  value  in  the  Exploration 

of  Internal  Eye  Diseases.  Cloth,  3s.  6d. 
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MR.  LUTHER  HOLDEN,  F R.C.S. 

HUMAN  OSTEOLOGY  : with  Plates,  showing  the  Attachments  of  the 

Muscles.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  16s. 

DR.  G.  CALVERT  HOLLAND. 

THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  ANIMAL  CREATION,  expressed 

in  Structural  Appendages,  as  Hair,  Horns,  Tusks,  and  Fat.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  Qd. 


MR.  C.  HOLTHOUSE. 

ON  SQUINTING,  PARALYTIC  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  EYE, 

and  CERTAIN  FORMS  OF  IMPAIRED  VISION.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  4s.  6d. 

LECTURES  ON  SIRABISMUS,  delivered  at  the  Westminster  Hospital. 

8vo.  cloth,  4s. 
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DR.  W.  CHARLES  HOOD. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOE  Till!  FUTURE  PROVISION  OF  CRIHI- 

NAL  LUNATICS.  8vo.  cloth,  5s.  6d. 


MR.  P.  HOOD. 

THE  SUCCESSFUL  TREATMENT  OE  SCARLET  FEVER; 

also,  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
CROWING  INSPIRATIONS  OF  INFANTS.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  5s. 
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DR.  HOOPER. 

THE  MEDICAL  DICTIONARY ; containing  an  Explanation  of  the 

Terms  used  in  Medicine  and  the  Collateral  Sciences.  Eighth  Edition.  Edited  by 
Klein  Grant,  M.D.  8vo.  cloth,  30s. 


MR.  JOHN  HORSLEY. 


A CATECHISM  OF  CHEMICAL  PHILOSOPHY;  being  a Familiar 

Exposition  of  the  Principles  of  Chemistry  and  Physics.  With  Engravings  on  Wood. 
Designed  for  the  Use  of  Schools  and  Private  Teachers.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  6s.  6d. 


DR.  HUFELAND. 
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THE  ART  OE  PROLONGING  LIFE.  A New  Edition.  Edited 

by  Erasmus  Wilson,  F.R.S.  Foolscap  8vo.,  2s.  6d. 


MR.  W.  CURTIS  HUGMAN,  F.R.C.S. 

ON  HIP-JOINT  DISEASE;  with  reference  especially  to  Treatment 

by  Mechanical  Means  for  the  Relief  of  Contraction  and  Deformity  of  the  Affected  Limb. 
8vo.  cloth,  3s.  6d. 

DR.  HENRY  HUNT. 

ON  HEARTBURN  AND  INDIGESTION.  8vo.  doth,  5,. 


DR.  INMAN. 

THE  PHENOMENA  OF  SPINAL  IRRITATION  AND  OTHER 

FUNCTIONAL  DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM  EXPLAINED, 
and  a Rational  Plan  of  Treatment  deduced.  With  Plates.  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 

DR.  ARTHUR  JACOB,  F.R.C.S. 

A TREATISE  ON  THE  INFLAMMATIONS  OE  THE  EYE-BALL. 

Foolscap  8 vo.  cloth,  5s. 

M 

DR.  JAMES  JAGO,  A.B.,  CANTAB. j M.B.,  OXON.  * 

A OCULAR  SPECTRES  AND  STRUCTURES  AS  MUTUAL  EXPO-  N 

NENTS.  Illustrated  with  Engravings  on  Wood.  8vo.  cloth,  5s.  0 
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DR.  HANDFIELD  JONES,  F.R.S.,  & DR.  EDWARD  H.  SIEVEKING.  <j> 

A MANUAL  OF  PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY,  illustrated  with 

numerous  Engravings  on  Wood.  Foolscap  Bvo.  clotli,  12s.  Gd. 

MR.  WHARTON  JONES,  F.R.S. 

A MANUAL  OF  THE  PEINCIPLES  AND  PEACTICE  OF 

OPHTHALMIC  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY ; illustrated  with  Engravings,  plain 
and  coloured.  Second  Edition.  Foolscap  Bvo.  cloth,  12s.  Gd. 

THE  WISDOM  AND  BENEFICENCE  OF  THE  ALMIGHTY, 

AS  DISPLAYED  IN  THE  SENSE  OF  VISION;  being  the  Actonian  Prize  Essay 
for  1851.  With  Illustrations  on  Steel  and  Wood.  Foolscap  Bvo.  cloth,  4s.  Gd. 

hi. 

DEFECTS  OF  SIGnT  ; their  Nature,  Causes,  Prevention,  and  General 

Management.  Fcap.  8vo.  2s.  Gd. 

A CATECHISM  OF  THE  MEDICINE  AND  SUBGEBY  OF 

THE  EYE  AND  EAR.  For  the  Clinical  Use  of  Hospital  Students.  Fcap.  Bvo.  2s.  Gd. 

A CATECHISM  OF  THE  PHYSIOLOGY  AND  PHILOSOPHY 

OF  BODY,  SENSE,  AND  MIND.  For  Use  in  Schools  and  Colleges.  Fcap.  8vo., 

2s.  Gd.  

DR.  BENCE  JONES,  F.R.S. 

I. 

MULDEP  ON  WINE.  Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  65. 

II. 

ON  ANIMAL  CHEMISTEY,  in  its  relation  to  STOMACH  and  RENAL 

DISEASES.  Bvo.  cloth,  6s. 

MR.  JUDD. 

A PEACTICAL  TEEATISE  ON  UEETHEITIS  AND  SYPHI- 

LIS  : including  Observations  on  the  Power  of  the  Menstruous  Fluid,  and  of  the  Dis- 
charge from  Leucorrhcea  and  Sores  to  produce  Urethritis : with  a variety  of  Examples, 
Experiments,  Remedies,  and  Cures.  Bvo.  cloth,  £\.  5s. 

MR.  KNAGGS. 

UNSOUNDNESS  OF  MIND  CONSIDEEED  IN  DELATION  TO 

THE  QUESTION  OF  RESPONSIBILITY  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES.  Bvo.  cloth, 

4s.  6d. 

DR.  LAENNEC. 

A MANUAL  OF  AUSCULTATION  AND  PEECUSSION.  Trans- 

lated and  Edited  by  J.  B.  Sharpe,  M.R.C.S.  3s. 

DR.  HUNTER  LANE,  F.L.S. 

A COMPENDIUM  OF  MATEEIA  MEDICA  AND  PHAEMACY; 

adapted  to  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  1851,  embodying  all  the  new  French,  American, 
and  Indian  Medicines,  and  also  comprising  a Summary  of  Practical  Toxicology.  Second 
Edition.  24mo.  cloth,  5s.  Go!. 
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DR.  LANE,  M.A. 

HYDROPATHY ; OK,  THE  NATURAE  SYSTEM  OF  MEDICAL 

TREATMENT.  An  Explanatory  Essay.  Post  livo.  cloth,  3s.  (id. 

MR.  LAURENCE,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S. 

THE  DIAGNOSIS  OF  SURGICAL  CANCER.  The  Lision  Pmc 

Essay  for  1854.  Second  Edition.  Plates,  8 vo.  cloth,  7s.  6d. 

MR.  LAWRENCE,  F.R.S. 

A TREATISE  ON  RUPTURES.  The  Fifth  Edition,  considerably 

enlarged.  8vo.  cloth,  16s. 
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DR.  EDWIN  LEE. 

THE  EFFECT  OF  CLIMATE  ON  TUBERCULOUS  DISEASE, 

with  Notices  of  the  chief  Foreign  Places  of  Winter  Resort.  Small  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 

* THE  WATERING  PLACES  OF  ENGLAND,  CONSIDERED 

with  Reference  to  their  Medical  Topography.  Third  Edition.  Foolscap  8vo.  cloth, 

5s.  6c/. 

in. 

THE  BATHS  OF  GERMANY,  FRANCE,  & SWITZERLAND,  f 

Third  Edition.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  8s.  6d. 
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THE  BATnS  OF  RHENISH  GERMANY.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  4 *. 


MR.  HENRY  LEE,  F.R.C.S. 

PATHOLOGICAL  AND  SURGICAL  OBSERVATIONS;  including 

an  Essay  on  the  Surgical  Treatment  of  Hemorrhoidal  Tumors.  8vo.  cloth,  7s.  6d. 


DR.  ROBERT  LEE,  F.R.S. 

I. 

A TREATISE  ON  THE  SPECULUM ; with  Three  Hundred  Cases. 

8 vo.  cloth,  4s.  6d. 

ii. 

CLINICAL  REPORTS  OF  OVARIAN  AND  UTERINE  DIS- 

EASES,  with  Commentaries.  Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  65.  Gtf. 

hi. 

CLINICAL  MIDWIFERY  : comprising  the  Histories  of  545  Cases  of 

Difficult,  Preternatural,  and  Complicated  Labour,  with  Commentaries.  Second  Edition. 
Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  5s. 

IV. 

PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE 

UTERUS.  With  coloured  Plates.  Two  Parts.  Imperial  4to.,  7s.  6rf.  each  Part 
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PRACTICAL  SURGERY.  Fourth  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  22s. 
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MR.  H.  w.  LOBB,  L.S.A.,  M.R.C.S.E. 

ON  SOME  OE  THE  MORE  OBSCURE  FORMS  OF  NERVOUS 

AFFECTIONS,  THEIR  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT.  With  an 
Introduction  on  the  Physiology  of  Digestion  and  Assimilation,  and  the  Generation  and 
Distribution  of  Nerve  Force.  Based  upon  Original  Microscopical  Observations.  With 
Engravings.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  Gd. 

LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  OBSERVATION. 

WHAT  TO  OBSERVE  AT  THE  BED-SIDE,  AND  AFTER 

DEATH.  Published  by  Authority.  Second  Edition.  Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  4s.  Gd. 


M.  LUGOL. 

ON  SCROFULOUS  DISEASES.  Translated  from  the  French,  with 

Additions  by  W.  H.  Ranking,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital. 
8vo.  cloth,  10s.  Gd. 
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DR.  GEORGE  H.  B.  MACLEOD,  F.R.C.S.  (EDIN.) 

NOTES  ON  THE  SURGERY  OF  THE  CRIMEAN  WAR;  with 

REMARKS  on  GUN-SHOT  WOUNDS.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6 d. 

MR.  JOSEPH  MACLISE,  F.R.C.S. 

I. 

SURGICAL  ANATOMY.  A Series  of  Dissections,  illustrating  the  Prin- 

cipal Regions  of  the  Human  Body. 

The  Second  Edition,  complete  in  XIII.  Fasciculi.  Imperial  folio,  5s.  each;  bound  in 
cloth,  £3.  12s. ; or  bound  in  morocco,  £4.  4s. 

ii. 

ON  DISLOCATIONS  AND  FRACTURES.  This  Work  will  be  Uni-  t 

form  with  theAuthor’s  “Surgical  Anatomy;”each  Fasciculus  will  containFour  beautifully  a, 
executed  Lithographic  Drawings,  and  be  completed  in  Nine  Numbers.  Fasciculus  I., 
imperial  folio,  5s. 


DR.  M A Y N E . 

AN  EXPOSITORY  LEXICON  OF  THE  TERMS,  ANCIENT 

AND  MODERN,  IN  MEDICAL  AND  GENERAL  SCIENCE,  including  a com- 
plete MEDICAL  AND  MEDICO-LEGAL  VOCABULARY,  and  presenting  the 
correct  Pronunciation,  Derivation,  Definition,  and  Explanation  of  the  Names,  Analogues,  , 
Synonymes,  and  Phrases  (in  English,  Latin,  Greek,  French,  and  German,)  employed  in 
Science  and  connected  with  Medicine.  Parts  I.  to  VIII.,  price  5s.  each. 

DR.  WM.  H.  MADDEN. 

THOUGHTS  ON  PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION;  with  an  Appen- 

dix on  the  Climate  of  Torquay.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  5s. 


DR.  MARCET. 

ON  THE  COMPOSITION  OF  FOOD,  AND  HOW  IT  IS 

ADULTERATED;  with  Practical  Directions  for  its  Analysis.  8vo.  cloth,  6s.  Gd. 


DR.  MARTIN. 

\ THE  UNDERCLIFE,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT:  its  Climate,  History, 

“ and  Natural  Productions.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  Gd. 
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DR.  MARKHAM. 

DISEASES  0E  THE  HEART : THEIR  PATHOLOGY,  DIAG- 

NOSIS, AND  TREATMENT.  Post.  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 

SKODA  ON  AUSCULTATION  AND  PERCUSSION.  Post  8vo. 

cloth,  Cs. 
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MR.  J.  RANALD  MARTIN,  F.R.S. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  TROPICAL  CLIMATES  ON  EURO- 

PEAN  CONSTITUTIONS.  Originally  by  the  late  James  Johnson,  M.D.,  and  now 
entirely  rewritten ; including  Practical  Observations  on  the  Diseases  of  European  Invalids 
on  their  Return  from  Tropical  Climates.  Seventh  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  16s. 


DR.  MASSY. 


ON  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  RECRUITS;  intended  for  the  Use  of 

Young  Medical  Officers  on  Entering  the  Army.  8vo.  cloth,  5s. 

DR.  MILLINGEN. 

ON  THE  TREATMENT  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  IN- 

SANE;  with  Considerations  on  Public  and  Private  Lunatic  Asylums.  18mo.  cloth, 


4s.  Gd. 
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MR.  JOHN  L.  MILTON,  M.R.C.S. 

PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  A NEW  WAT  OP 

TREATING  GONORRHCEA.  With  some  Remarks  on  the  Cme  of  Inveterate  Cases. 
8vo.  cloth,  5s. 

DR.  MONRO. 

I. 

REMARKS  ON  INSANITY  : its  Nature  and  Treatment.  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 
REFORM  IN  PRIYATE  LUNATIC  ASYLUMS.  8vo.  cloth,  4s. 


DR.  NOBLE. 


ELEMENTS  OF  PSYCHOLOGICAL  MEDICINE:  AN  INTRO- 
DUCTION TO  THE  PRACTICAL  STUDY  OF  INSANITY.  Second  Edition.  8vo. 
cloth,  10s. 


ii. 


THE  HUMAN  MIND  IN  ITS  RELATIONS  WITH  THE 

BRAIN  AND  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  4s.  6rf, 


MR.  J.  NOTTINGHAM,  F.R.C.S. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR.  Illustrated  by  Clinical  Observations. 

8vo.  cloth,  12s. 
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MR.  NOURSE,  M.R.C.S. 

TABLES  FOB  STUDENTS.  Price  One  Shilling. 

1.  Divisions  and  Classes  of  the  Animal  Kingdom. 

2.  Classes  and  Orders  of  the  Vertebrate  Sub-kingdom. 

3.  Classes  of  the  Vegetable  Kingdom,  according  to  the  Natural  and  Artificial  Systems. 

4.  Table  of  the  Elements,  with  their  Chemical  Equivalents  and  Symbols. 


MR.  NUNNELEY. 

A TREATISE  ON  THE  NATURE,  CAUSES,  AND  TREATMENT 

OF  ERYSIPELAS.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6d. 


(©jrfortf  detritions. — Edited  by  Dr.  Greenhill. 


I.  ADDRESS  TO  A MEDICAL  STUDENT.  Second  Edition,  18mo.  cloth,  2s.  6cl. 

II.  PRAYERS  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION.  Second 
Edition,  cloth,  Is.  6d. 

III.  LIFE  OF  SIR  JAMES  STONHOUSE,  BART.,  M.D.  Cloth,  4s.  6d. 

IV.  ANECDOTA  SYDENHAMIANA.  Second  Edition,  18mo.  2s. 

ft  V.  LIFE  OF  THOMAS  HARRISON  BURDER,  M.D.  18mo.  cloth,  4s. 

VI.  BURDER’S  LETTERS  FROM  A SENIOR  TO  A JUNIOR  PHYSICIAN, 

X ON  PROMOTING  THE  RELIGIOUS  WELFARE  OF  HIS  PATIENTS.  18mo.  Sewed,  6d. 

|§  VII.  LIFE  OF  GEORGE  CHEYNE,  M.D.  1 8mo.  sewed,  2s.  6d. 

VIII.  HUFELAND  ON  THE  RELATIONS  OF  THE  PHYSICIAN  TO  THE 

SICK,  TO  THE  PUBLIC,  AND  TO  HIS  COLLEAGUES.  18mo.  Sewed,  9d. 

IX.  GISBORNE  ON  THE  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS.  18mo.  sewed,  Is. 

X.  LIFE  OF  CHARLES  BRANDON  TRYE.  I8mo.  sewed,  Is. 

J!  XI.  PERCIVAL’S  MEDICAL  ETHICS.  Third  Edition,  18mo.  cloth,  3s. 

XII.  CODE  OF  ETHICS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION.  8rf. 

XIII.  WARE  ON  THE  DUTIES  AND  QUALIFICATIONS  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

8d. 

XIV.  MAURICE  ON  THE  RESPONSIBILITIES  OF  MEDICAL  STUDENTS. 

9d. 

XV.  FRASER’S  QUERIES  IN  MEDICAL  ETHICS.  9d. 
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DR.  ODLING. 

A COURSE  0E  PRACTICAL  CHEMISTRY,  FOR  THE  USE 

OF  MEDICAL  STUDENTS.  Arranged  with  express  reference  to  the  Three  Months’ 
Summer  Course.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  4s.  6d. 


TRANSACTIONS  0E  THE  0D0NT0L0GICAL  SOCIETY  OF 

LONDON.  With  Plates.  Vol.  I.,  8vo.  cloth,  8s.  6 d. 


MR.  PAGET. 

A DESCRIPTIVE  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  ANATOMICAL 

MUSEUM  OF  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW’S  HOSPITAL.  Vol.  I.  Morbid  Anatomy. 
8vo.  cloth,  5s. 

DITTO.  Vol.  II.  Natural  and  Congenitally  Malformed  Structures,  and  Lists  of  the 
Models,  Casts,  Drawings,  and  Diagrams.  5s. 
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MR.  LANGSTON  PARKER. 

THE  MODERN  TREATMENT  OF  SYPHILITIC  DISEASES, 

both  Primary  and  Secondary;  comprising  the  Treatment  of  Constitutional  and  Confirmed 
Syphilis,  by  a safe  and  successful  Method.  Third  Edition,  8vo.  cloth,  10s. 
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MR.  JAMES  PART,  F.R.C.S. 

THE  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  POCKET  CASE  BOOK, 

lor  the  Registration  of  important  Cases  in  Private  Practice,  and  to  assist  the  Student  of 
Hospital  Practice.  Second  Edition.  3s.  Gd. 


DR.  THOMAS  B.  PEACOCK,  M.D. 

ON  MALFORMATIONS,  ETC.  ‘OF  THE  HUMAN  HEART, 

with  Original  Cases,  With  Eight  Plates.  8vo.  cloth,  8s. 

ON  THE  INFLUENZA,  OR  EPIDEMIC  CATARRHAL  FEVER 

OF  1847-8.  8vo.  cloth,  5s.  Gd. 

DR.  PEREIRA,  F.R.S. 

SELECTA  E PRiESCRIPTIS.  Twelfth  Edition.  24mo.  cloth,  5s. 


MR.  PETTIGREW,  F.R.S. 

ON  SUPERSTITIONS  connected  with  the  History  and  Practice  of 

Medicine  and  Surgery.  8vo.  cloth,  7s. 


DR.  PICKFORD. 

HYGIENE;  or,  Health  as  Depending  upon  the  Conditions  of  the  Atmo- 
sphere, Food  and  Drinks,  Motion  ind  Rest,  Sleep  and  Wakefulness,  Secretions, 
Excretions,  and  Retentions,  Mental  Emotions,  Clothing,  Bathing,  &c.  8vo.  cloth,  9s. 


MR.  PIRRIE,  F.R.S. E. 

THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  SURGERY.  With 

numerous  Engravings  on  Wood.  8vo.  cloth,  21s. 


PHARMACOPOEIA  COLLEGII  REGALIS  MEDICORUM  L0N- 

DINENSIS.  8vo.  cloth,  9s.;  or  24mo.  5s. 

Imprimatur. 

Hie  liber,  cui  titulus,  Pharmacoposia  Collegii  Regalis  Medicorum  Londinensis. 
Datum  ex  TEdibus  Collegii  in  comitiis  censoriis,  Novembris  Mensis  14t0  1850. 

Johannes  Ayrton  Paris.  Prases. 


PROFESSORS  PLATTNER  &.  MUSPRATT. 

THE  USE  OF  THE  BLOWPIPE  IN  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  ; 

MINERALS,  ORES,  AND  OTHER  METALLIC  COMBINATIONS.  Illustrated  A 
by  numerous  Engravings  on  Wood.  Third  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  Gd.  vs 
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THE  PRESCRIBED  PHARMACOPOEIA ; containing  all  the  Medi- 
cines in  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  arranged  in  Classes  according  to  their  Action,  with 
their  Composition  and  Doses.  By  a Practising  Physician.  Fourth  Edition.  32mo. 
cloth,  2s.  6cl.;  roan  tuck  (for  the  pocket),  3s.  6d. 

DR.  JOHN  ROWLISON  PRETTY. 

AIDS  DURING  LABOUR,  including  the  Administration  of  Chloroform, 

the  Management  of  Placenta  and  Post-partum  Haemorrhage.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  4s.  6 d. 

MR.  LAKE  PRICE. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  MANIPULATION ; Treating  of  the  Practice  of 

the  Art,  and  its  various  appliances  to  Nature.  With  Fifty  Engravings  on  Wood.  Post 
8 vo.  cloth,  6s.  6 cl. 


SIR  WM.  PYM,  K.C.H. 

OBSERVATIONS  UPON  YELLOW  LEVER,  with  a Review  of 

“A  Report  upon  the  Diseases  of  the  African  Coast,  by  Sir  Wi.  Burnett  and 
Dr.  Bryson,”  proving  its  highly  Contagious  Powers.  Post  8vo.  6s. 
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DR.  RADCLIFFE. 

EPILEPSY,  AND  OTHER  CONVULSIVE  AFFECTIONS;  their 

Pathology  and  Treatment.  Second  Edition.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  7s.  6 d. 


DR.  F.  H.  RAMSBOTHAM. 

THE  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE  OF  OBSTETRIC  MEDI- 

CINE  AND  SURGERY'.  Illustrated  with  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Plates  on  Steel 
and  Wood;  forming  one  thick  handsome  volume.  Fourth  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  22s. 

DR.  RAMSBOTHAM. 

PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  MIDWIFERY,  with  . Selection 

of  Cases.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  12s. 


DR.  DU  BOIS  REYMOND. 

ANIMAL  ELECTRICITY;  Edited  by  H.  Bence  Jones,  M.D.,  F.R.S. 

With  Fifty  Engravings  on  Wood.  Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  6's. 


DR.  REYNOLDS. 

THE  DIAGNOSIS  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE  BRAIN,  SPINAL 

CORD,  AND  THEIR  APPENDAGES.  8vo.  cloth,  8s. 

DR.  B.  W.  RICHARDSON. 

ON  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  COAGULATION  OF  THE  BLOOD. 

Being  the  Astlisv  Coofkk  Piiue  Essay  for  1)15<>.  With  it  Practical  Appendix 
ttvo.  cloth,  1 6s.  11 

TIIE  HYGIENIC  TREATMENT  OF  PULMONARY  CONSUMP- 

TION. 8vo.  cloth,  5s.  6d. 
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DR.  w.  H.  ROBERTSON. 

I. 


THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  GOUT. 

8 vo.  cloth,  10*.  0 d. 

A TREATISE  ON  DIET  AND  REGIMEN. 

Fourth  Edition.  2 vols.  post  8vo.  cloth,  12*. 

MR.  ROBERTO  N. 

ON  THE  PHYSIOLOGY  AND  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN,  AND 

ON  PRACTICAL  MIDWIFERY.  8vo.  cloth,  12*. 

MR  WILLIAM  ROBERTS. 

AN  ESSAY  ON  WASTING  PALSY  ; being  a Systematic  Treatise  on 

the  Disease  hitherto  described  as  ATROPIIIE  MUSCULAIRE  PROGRESSIVE. 
With  Four  Plates.  8vo.  cloth,  7s.  6<7. 

DR.  ROTH. 

ON  MOYEMENTS.  An  Exposition  of  their  Principles  and  Practice,  for  0 

the  Correction  of  the  Tendencies  to  Disease  in  Infancy,  Childhood,  and  Youth,  and  for 
the  Cure  of  many  Morbid  Affections  in  Adults.  Illustrated  with  numerous  Engravings  A 
on  Wood.  8vo.  cloth,  10*.  Sfe 


DR.  ROWE,  F.S.A. 


ON  SOME  OF  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  OF 

WOMEN  and  CHILDREN.  Second  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  4s.  6d. 


ii. 


NERVOUS  DISEASES,  LIVER  AND  STOMACH  C0M- 

PLAINTS,  LOW  SPIRITS,  INDIGESTION,  GOUT,  ASTHMA,  AND  DIS- 
ORDERS PRODUCED  BY  TROPICAL  CLIMATES.  With  Cases.  Fifteenth 
Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  2s.  (id. 
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DR.  ROYLE,  F.R.S. 

A MANUAL  OF  MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS. 

With  numerous  Engravings  on  Wood.  Third  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  6d. 

MR.  RUMSEY,  F.R.C.S. 

ESSAYS  ON  STATE  MEDICINE.  8vo.  cloth,  10 s.  6d. 


v: 


MR.  SAVORY. 

A COMPENDIUM  OF  DOMESTIC  MEDICINE,  AND  COMPA- 
NION TO  THE  MEDICINE  CHEST;  comprising  Plain  Directions  for  the  Employ- 
ment of  Medicines,  with  their  Properties  and  Doses,  and  Brief  Descriptions  of  the 
Symptoms  and  Treatment  of  Diseases,  and  of  the  Disorders  incidental  to  Infants  and 
Children,  with  a Selection  of  the  most  efficacious  Prescriptions.  Intended  as  a Source 
of  Easy  Reference  for  Clergymen,  and  for  Families  residing  at  a Distance  from  Profes- 
sional Assistance.  Fifth  Edition.  12mo.  cloth,  5*. 
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DR.  SCHACHT. 

THE  MICROSCOPE,  AND  ITS  APPLICATION  TO  YEGETABLE 

ANATOMY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY.  Edited  by  Frederick  Currey,  M.A.  Fcap. 
8vo.  cloth,  6s. 


DR.  SEMPLE. 

ON  COUGH  : its  Causes,  Varieties,  and  Treatment.  With  some  practical 

Remarks  on  the  Use  of  the  Stethoscope  as  an  aid  to  Diagnosis.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  4s.  6 d. 

MR.  SHAW,  M.R.C.9. 

THE  MEDICAL  REMEMBRANCER;  OR,  BOOK  OF  Emer- 
gencies : in  which  are  concisely  pointed  out  the  Immediate  Remedies  to  be  adopted 
in  the  First  Moments  of  Danger  from  Poisoning,  Drowning,  Apoplexy,  Bums,  and  other 
Accidents;  with  the  Tests  for  the  Principal  Poisons,  and  other  useful  Information. 
Fourth  Edition.  Edited,  with  Additions,  by  Jonathan  Hutchinson,  M.R.C.S.  32mo. 
cloth,  2s.  6d. 


DR.  SIBSON,  F.R.S. 

MEDICAL  ANATOMY.  With  coloured  Plates.  Imperial  folio.  Fasci- 

culi 1.  to  Y.  5s.  each. 
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DR.  E.  H.  SIEVEKING. 


ON  EPILEPSY  AND  EPILEPTIFORM  SEIZURES:  their 

Causes,  Pathology,  and  Treatment.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  7s.  6cl. 
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MR.  SKEY,  F.R.S. 

OPERATIVE  SURGERY  : with  Illustrations  engraved  on  Wood.  8vo. 

cloth,  12s.  6d. 


DR.  SMELLIE. 

OBSTETRIC  PLATES:  being  a Selection  from  the  more  Important  and 

Practical  Illustrations  contained  in  the  Original  Work.  With  Anatomical  and  Practical 
Directions.  8vo.  cloth,  5s. 


MR.  HENRY  SMITH,  F.R.C.S. 

ON  STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA.  8vo.  doth,  7s.  6J. 


DR.  W.  TYLER  SMITH. 

A MANUAL  OF  OBSTETRICS,  THEORETICAL  AND  PRAC- 

TICAL.  Illustrated  with  186  Engravings.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  6d. 

THE  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OF  LEUCORRfflEA. 

With  Engravings  on  Wood.  8vo.  cloth,  7s. 

ill. 

THE  1 ERIODOSCOPE,  a new  Instrument  for  determining  the  Date  of 

Lal.JuUr’r/lml  ^ Obstetric  Calculations,  with  an  Explanation  of  its  Uses,  and  an  Essav 
on  the  1 eriodic  Phenomena  attending  Pregnancy  and  Parturition.  8vo.  cloth,  4s. 
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D R.  SNOW. 

ON  THE  MODE  OF  COMMUNICATION  OF  CHOLERA. 

Second  Edition,  much  Enlarged,  and  Illustrated  with  Maps.  8vo.  cloth,  7 s. 

DR.  STANHOPE  TEMPLEMAN  SPEER. 

PATHOLOGICAL  CHEMISTRY,  IN  ITS  APPLICATION  TO 

THE  PRACTICE  OF  M EDICINE.  Translated  from  the  French  of  AIM.  Becquekel 
and  Rodieii.  8vo.  cloth,  12s. 

DR.  SPURGIN. 

LECTURES  ON  MATERIA  MEDICA,  AND  ITS  RELATIONS 

TO  THE  ANIMAL  ECONOMY.  Delivered  before  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 
8vo.  cloth,  5s.  Gd. 

MR.  SQUIRE,  F.L.S. 

THE  PHARMACOPOEIA,  (LONDON,  EDINBURGH,  AND 

DUBLIN,)  arranged  in  a convenient  Tabular  Form,  both  to  suit  the  Prescriber  for 
comparison,  and  the  Dispenser  for  compounding  the  formula;;  with  Notes,  Tests,  and 
Tables.  8vo.  cloth,  12s. 


DR.  SWAYNE. 

OBSTETRIC  APHORISMS  EOR  THE  USE  OF  STUDENTS 

COMMENCING  MIDWIFERY  PRACTICE.  With  Engravings  on  Wood.  Fcap. 
8vo.  cloth,  3s.  Gd. 


DR.  STEGGALL. 

STUDENTS’  BOOKS  FOR  EXAMINATION. 

I. 


A MEDICAL  MANUAL  EUR  APOTHECARIES’  HALL  AND  OTHER  MEDICAL 

BOARDS.  Eleventh  Edition.  12mo.  cloth,  10s. 


u. 

A MANUAL  EOR  THE  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS;  intended  for  the  Use 

of  Candidates  for  Examination  and  Practitioners.  Second  Edition.  12mo.  cloth,  10s. 

iii. 
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cloth,  10s. 
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MR.  STOWE,  M.R.C.S. 

A TOXICOLOGICAL  CHART,  exhibiting  at  one  view  the  Symptoms, 

Treatment,  and  Mode  of  Detecting  the  various  Poisons,  Mineral,  Vegetable,  and  Animal. 
To  which  are  added,  concise  Directions  for  the  Treatment  of  Suspended  Animation. 
Eleventh  Edition.  On  Sheet,  2s.;  mounted  on  Roller,  5s. 

MR.  TAMPLIN,  F.R.C.S.E. 

LATERAL  CURVATURE  OE  THE  SPINE:  its  Causes,  Nature,  and 

Treatment.  8vo.  cloth,  4s. 


DR.  ALFRED  S.  TAYLOR,  F.  R.S. 
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A MANUAL  OF  MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE,  Sixth  Edition. 

Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  Gel. 

II. 

ON  POISONS,  in  relation  to  MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE  AND 

MEDICINE.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  6 d. 


DR.  THEOPHILUS  THOMPSON,  F.R.S. 

I. 

CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION. 

With  Plates.  8vo.  cloth,  7s.  6d. 

LETTSOMIAN  LECTURES  ON  PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION; 

with  Remarks  on  Microscopical  Indications,  and  on  Cocoa-nut  Oil.  Post  8vo.,  2s.  6d. 

DR.  THOMAS. 

THE  MODERN  PRACTICE  OE  PHYSIC;  exhibiting  the  Symp- 
toms, Causes,  Morbid  Appearances,  and  Treatment  of  the  Diseases  of  all  Climates. 
Eleventh  Edition.  Revised  by  Algernon  Frampton,  M.D.  2 vols.  8vo.  cloth,  28s. 


MR.  HENRY  THOMPSON,  M.B.  LOND.,  F.R.C.S. 

STRICTURE  OE  THE  URETHRA ; its  Pathology  and  Treatment. 

The  last  Jacksonian  Treatise  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  With  Plates.  Second 
Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  10s. 
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THE  ENLARGED  PROSTATE;  its  Pathology  and  Treatment.  With 

Observations  on  the  Relation  of  this  Complaint  to  Stone  in  the  Bladder.  With  Plates. 
8vo.  cloth,  7s.  6 d. 
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8vo.  cloth,  9s. 

THE  CHANGE  OE  LIFE  IN  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE:  a 

Practical  Treatise  on  the  Nervous  and  other  Affections  incidental  to  Women  at  the  Decline 
of  Life.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  PARALYSIS,  DISEASES  OP  TIIE 

BRAIN,  and  other  AFFECTIONS  of  the  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.  Second  Edition. 
Foolscap  8vo.  cloth,  Cs. 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES  ON  CERTAIN  DISEASES  OF  TEE 

URINARY  ORGANS,  AND  ON  DROPSIES.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 
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A DESCRIPTIVE  CATALOGUE  OE  PREPARATIONS  ILLUS- 

TRATIVE  OF  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR,  IN  HIS  MUSEUM.  8vo. 
cloth,  5s. 


MR.  SAMUEL  TUKE. 

DR.  JACOBI  ON  THE  CONSTRUCTION  AND  MANAGEMENT 

OF  HOSPITALS  FOR  THE  INSANE.  Translated  from  the  German.  With  In- 
troductory Observations  by  the  Editor.  With  Plates.  8vo.  cloth,  9s. 


DR.  TURNBULL. 


A PRACTICAL  TREATISE  ON  DISORDERS  OE  THE  STOMACH 

with  FERMENTATION;  and  on  the  Causes  and  Treatment  of  Indigestion,  &c.  8vo.  £ 
cloth,  6s. 


DR.  UNDERWOOD. 


TREATISE  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN.  Tenth  Edition, 

with  Additions  and  Corrections  by  Henry  Davies,  M.D.  8vo.  cloth,  15s. 


VESTIGES  OF  THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  CREATION. 

Tenth  Edition.  Illustrated  with  100  Engravings  on  Wood.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  6d. 
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EXPLANATIONS:  A SEQUEL  TO  “VESTIGES." 

Second  Edition.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  5s. 


DR.  UNGER. 

BOTANICAL  LETTERS.  Translated  by  Dr.  B.  Paul. 

Woodcuts.  Post  8vo.,  5s. 
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DR.  VAN  OVEN. 

ON  THE  DECLINE  OE  LIFE  IN  HEALTH  AND  DISEASE; 

being  an  Attempt  to  Investigate  the  Causes  of  LONGEVITY,  and  the  Best  Means  of 
Attaining  a Healthful  Old  Age.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  Gd. 


MR.  WADE,  F.R.C.S. 

STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA ; its  Complications  and  Effects. 

With  Practical  Observations  on  its  Causes,  Symptoms,  and  Treatment;  and  on  a Safe 
and  Efficient  Mode  of  Treating  its  more  Intractable  Forms.  8vo.  cloth,  5s. 


DR.  WALLER. 

ELEMENTS  OE  PRACTICAL  MIDWIFERY;  or,  Companion  to 

the  Lying-in  Room.  Fourth  Edition,  with  Plates.  Fcap.  cloth,  4s.  Gd. 


MR.  HAYNES  WALTON,  F.R.C.S. 

OPERATIVE  OPHTHALMIC  SURGERY.  With  Engravings  on 

Wood.  8vo.  cloth,  18s. 


DR.  WARDROP. 


ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART.  8vo.  doth,  12,. 


DR.  EBEN.  WATSON,  A.M. 

ON  THE  TOPICAL  MEDICATION  OF  THE  LARYNX  IN 

CERTAIN  DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  AND  VOCAL  ORGANS. 
8vo.  cloth,  5s. 
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DR.  WEBER. 


A CLINICAL  HAND-BOOK  OF  AUSCULTATION  AND  Per- 

cussion. Translated  by  John  Cockle,  M.D.  5s. 


DR.  WEGG. 

OBSERVATIONS  RELATING  TO  THE  SCIENCE  AND  ART 

OF  MEDICINE.  8vo.  cloth,  8s. 
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MR.  T.  SPENCER  WELLS,  F.R.C.S. 

PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  GOUT  AND  ITS  COMPLI- 
CATIONS, and  on  the  Treatment  of  Joints  Stiffened  by  Gouty  Deposits.  Foolscap  llvo. 
cloth,  5s. 


MR.  WHEELER. 

HAND-BOOK  OF  ANATOMY  FOR  STUDENTS  OF  THE 

FINE  ARTS.  New  Edition,  with  Engravings  on  Wood.  Fcap.  8vo.,  2s.  67/. 


DR.  WHITEHEAD,  F.R.C.S. 

I. 

ON  THE  TRANSMISSION  FROM  PARENT  TO  OFFSPRING 

OF  SOME  FORMS  OF  DISEASE,  AND  OF  MORBID  TAINTS  AND 
TENDENCIES.  Second  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  6 d. 

THE  CAUSES  AND  TREATMENT  OF  ABORTION  AND 

i y STERILITY : being  the  result  of  an  extended  Practical  Inquiry  into  the  Physiological  ^ 

and  Morbid  Conditions  of  the  Uterus,  with  reference  especially  to  Leucorrhoeal  Affec- 
tions, and  the  Diseases  of  Menstruation.  8vo.  cloth,  12s. 


DR.  WILLIAMS,  F.R.S. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  MEDICINE  : An  Elementary  View  of  the  Causes, 

Nature,  Treatment,  Diagnosis,  and  Prognosis,  of  Disease.  With  brief  Remarks  on 
Hygienics,  or  the  Preservation  of  Health.  The  Third  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  15s. 


DR.  JOSEPH  WILLIAMS. 

INSANITY  1 its  Causes,  Prevention,  and  Cure ; including  Apoplexy, 

Epilepsy,  and  Congestion  of  the  Brain.  Second  Edition.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  10s.  G</. 


DR.  J.  HUME  WILLIAMS. 

UNSOUNDNESS  OF  MIND,  IN  ITS  MEDICAL  AND  LEGAL 

CONSIDERATIONS.  8vo.  cloth,  7s.  G d. 


DR.  HENRY  G.  WRIGHT. 

HEADACHES  ; their  Causes  and  their  Cure.  Secoud  Edition.  Fcap.  Sro. 
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MR.  ERASMUS  WILSON,  F.R.S. 

THE  ANATOMIST’S  VADE-MECUM:  A SYSTEM  OE  HUMAN 

ANATOMY.  With  numerous  Illustrations  on  Wood.  Seventh  Edition.  Foolscap  8vo. 
cloth,  12s.  6d. 

n. 

DISEASES  OE  THE  SKIN : A Practical  and  Theoretical  Treatise  on 

the  DIAGNOSIS,  PATHOLOGY,  and  TREATMENT  OF  CUTANEOUS  DIS- 
EASES. Fourth  Edition.  8vo.  cloth,  16s. 

The  same  Work;  illustrated  with  finely  executed  Engravings  on  Steel,  accurately 
coloured.  8vo.  cloth,  34s. 
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HEALTHY  SKIN  : A Treatise  on  the  Management  of  the  Skin  and  Hair 

in  relation  to  Health.  Fifth  Edition.  Foolscap  8vo.  2s.  6 d. 

IV. 

PORTRAITS  OE  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN.  Folio.  Fasciculi  I. 

to  XII.,  completing  the  Work.  20s.  each. 

V. 

ON  SYPHILIS,  CONSTITUTIONAL  AND  HEREDITARY; 

AND  ON  SYPHILITIC  ERUPTIONS.  With  Four  Coloured  Plates.  8vo.  cloth, 
16s. 
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A THREE  WEEKS’  SCAMPER  THROUGH  THE  SPAS  OE 

GERMANY  AND  BELGIUM,  with  an  Appendix  on  the  Nature  and  Uses  of 
Mineral  Waters.  Post  8vo.  cloth,  6s.  6d. 


DR.  FORBES  WINSLOW,  D.C.L.  OXON. 

LETTSOMIAN  LECTURES  ON  INSANITY.  8vo.  doth,  5,. 

II. 

A SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  LAW  OF  LUNACY;  as  far  as  it  relates 

to  the  Organization  and  Management  of  Private  Asylums  for  the  Care  and  Treatment  of 
the  Insane.  In  the  form  of  a Chart,  varnished,  mounted  on  canvas  and  rollers,  price  6s. 


DR.  G.  C.  WITTSTEIN. 


PRACTICAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  CHEMISTRY:  An  Explanation 

of  Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical  Processes,  with  the  Methods  of  Testing  the  Purity  of 
the  Preparations,  deduced  from  Original  Experiments.  Translated  from  the  Second 
German  Edition,  by  Stephen  Daruy.  1 8mo.  cloth,  6s. 
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DEAFNESS  PRACTICALLY  ILLUSTRATED ; being  a.,  Exposition 

of  Original  Views  as  to  the  Causes  and  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear.  Fifth 
Edition.  Foolscap  8vo.,  2s.  Gd. 
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DR.  BARLOW. 

A MANUAL  OF  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 

Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  C d. 

DR.  GOLDING  BIRD,  F.R.S.,  and  CHARLES  BROOKE,  M.B.  Cantab,  F.R.S. 

ELEMENTS  OF  NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY; 

Being  an  Experimental  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Physical  Sciences.  With  numerous 
Illustrations  on  Wood.  Fourth  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12*.  Gd. 

DR.  CARPENTER,  F.K.S. 

A MANUAL  OF  PHYSIOLOGY. 

With  numerous  Illustrations  on  Steel  and  Wood.  Third  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  Gd. 

BY  THE  SAME  AUTHOR. 

THE  MICROSCOPE  AND  ITS  REVELATIONS. 

With  numerous  Engravings  on  Wood.  Second  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  Gd. 


MR.  FERGUSSON,  F.R.S.E. 

A SYSTEM  OF  PRACTICAL  SURGERY. 

With  numerous  Illustrations  on  Wood.  Fourth  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  Gd. 


MR.  FOWNES,  PH.D.,  F.R.S. 

A MANUAL  OF  CHEMISTRY. 

Witli  numerous  Illustrations  on  Wood.  Seventh  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  Gd. 
MR.  WHARTON  JONES,  F.R.S. 
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With  Coloured  Engravings  on  Steel,  and  Illustrations  on  Wood. 

Second  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  Gd. 
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Dr.  HANDFIELD  JONES,  F.R.S.,  & Dr.  EDWARD  H.  SIEVEKING. 

A MANUAL  OF  PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY. 

Illustrated  with  numerous  Engravings  on  Wood.  Fcap.  8vo.,  cloth,  12s.  Gd. 


DR.  ROYLE,  F.R.S.,  and  DR.  HEADLAND,  F.L.S. 
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With  numerous  Illustrations  on  Wood.  Third  Edition.  Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  12s.  Gd. 
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A MANUAL  OF  OBSTETRICS. 
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A MANUAL  OF  MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 
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Fcap.  8vo.  cloth,  1 2s.  Gd. 

MR.  ERASMUS  WILSON,  F.R.S. 
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